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Preface
The year 2018 was yet another year of anguish and despair for
religious minorities in Pakistan, which has passed without any
concrete initiative to address the grievances. The Lack of
seriousness of the successive governments towards issues of
the religious minorities can be evaluated by the fact that the
historic judgment of Supreme Court on June 19, 2014 still
awaits its implementation in letter and spirit, despite continuous
demands from various sections of society particularly the
religious minority community in Pakistan. Establishing a
society based on freedom, justice and peace needs recognition
and provision of equal rights to all citizens regardless of their
religion or any other identity.
As this was an election year, after peaceful transfer of power
Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaf (PTI) formed the new government at
the Federal and Three Provincial Levels. Despite all the lofty
claims during the election campaign, at the very onset, the
Prime Minister Mr. Imran Khan shockingly ratified
discrimination in the state on the basis of religion. He appointed
a member from the Ahmadi community, Dr. Atif Mian as a
member of the Economic Advisory Council (EAC). The ruling
party's own workers and supporters, who took to streets to
register their protest, heavily criticized the Prime Minister's
decision. Sadly Dr. Atif Mian was removed from the EAC a few
days later. It simply reflected that the new government would
keep bowing before pressure groups compromising in ensuring
equal rights to all citizens regardless of faith, cast or any
identity. In other words discrimination on the basis of religion
was officially accepted by the state itself.
Incidents of abduction, forced conversion of girls from religious
minority communities remained a vital concern in the year.
According to a report, in a span of thirty days (March 11 to April
11, 2018) three Christian girls were forcibly converted to Islam
and reportedly married to Muslim men. Despite successive
demands for legislation against forced conversion, nothing
substantial has been done.
Incidents of land grabbing of minorities were also on the rise. In
2018 at least 7 cases of land grabbing against Christians were
reported. On December 30, 2018 unknown land grabbers
erected a boundary wall overnight around the widely known
Church property Gosha-e-Aman in Lahore. The Church along
with the local Christian community protested and undid this
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action, however the issue of this property remains pending in
the court.
A three member bench headed by the then Chief Justice Mian
Saqib Nisar acquitted Aasia Bibi on October 31, 2018, who was
falsely accused of committing blasphemy by her co-workers in
2009. The aftermath of the protest that followed nationwide
also portrayed the weakness of the state and the compromise
to allow for a review of the Supreme Court decision raised
serious questions on the plight of the religious minority
community. The question remains that what kind of freedom did
Aasia get. She is not able to live freely in her homeland. She
would not able to meet her relatives. She would have to adjust
in a new society and even then there is no guarantee of her life.
This year's Human Rights Monitor covers the incidents of 2018
with a hope that the social sections and state institutions would
try to work on these issues to better the situation of the religious
minorities in Pakistan. The NCJP team in Lahore expresses its
sincere gratitude to His Grace, Archbishop Dr. Joseph Arshad
(Archbishop of Rawalpindi/Islamabad) and Chairperson NCJP
and Rev. Fr. Emmanuel Yousaf (Mani), the National Director,
for their continued support to the commission. We are highly
indebted to Rev. Fr. Bonnie Mendes for his insightful
comments, suggestions and untiring support to review this
report. Without his guidance and persistent help, this report
would not have been possible.
National Commission for Justice and Peace is grateful for the
input and fact finding reports from its Human Rights Defenders
(HRDs)/Volunteers across Pakistan, the staff from our seven
(07) Diocesan Offices in authenticating the information, Mr.
Christopher Augustine for compiling the report, Mr.
Ataurehman Saman for editing the content and Ms. Merab Arif
for proof reading. We hope these efforts from different quarters
would contribute towards carving a society we continue to
struggle for.
Cecil Shane Chaudhry
Executive Director
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Executive Summary
People of subcontinent particularly areas comprising of Pakistan
have pluralistic mindset. They have lived in an atmosphere of
religious diversity. The rich cultural heritage had been a source of
religious harmony and cordial relations between different
communities. Pakistan was created to protect the rights of
minorities who all joined the vision of Jinnah during the Pakistan
movement . However after the death of Jinnah things went from
bad to worse for religious minorities. They were categorized as
second class citizens of the state for which they had equally
strived and desired for. The year 2018 witnessed an alarming
increase in incidents based on faith and discriminatory attitude of
people and administration.
This Human Rights Monitor covers the reports and analysis of
the incidents of human rights abuses against religious minorities
during the year 2018. Pakistan has ratified international human
rights treaties; however the incidents speak loudly about the
violation of those conventions and agreements, failing to ensure
the rights of religious minorities, women and other weaker
sections of society.
Key Findings of Chapters
Blasphemy Laws:

Abuse of blasphemy law continued due to lack of concrete
measures against curbing misuse of these laws. The case of
Mashal Khan had blatantly exposed the potential of misuse of
laws. A Senate's Special Committee on Human Rights on March
6, 2018 recommended that perpetrators of false accusations of
blasphemy should be given the same punishment as set for
those convicted for blasphemy. "Anyone falsely accusing
someone of blasphemy should be subjected to the same
punishment as a person convicted of blasphemy," the
recommendation stated. In October, 2017 the Islamabad High
Court (IHC) suggested that parliament should make the
blasphemy law tougher by fixing the same punishment for any
person misusing it or falsely accusing someone of blasphemy.
However, there was no further development in this regard.
A total number of 16 persons were accused of blasphemy during
the year 2018. Out of sixteen, nine Christians , four Ahmadis ,
two Muslims and one Hindu was accused of blasphemy.

Religious Minorities in Pakistan

07

Social Discrimination:
Most worrying aspect of the social discrimination and religious
intolerance in Pakistan is its institutionalization through various
laws and policies. In some cases, the laws sanction religious
discrimination directly and in others by implication (see
Chapter Discriminatory Laws).
Working with these laws for years the administrative machinery
has become insensitive to religious parity. This state of affairs
raises the risk of incidences of religion- based discrimination
and intolerance?
On February 23, 2018 a Christian youth Sajid Masih jumped
from the fourth floor of the Federal Investigation Agency Lahore
during investigation. Sajid Masih alleged that police had
tortured and forced him to have sex with his cousin Patras
Masih a blasphemy accused. Incidents of attacks on Churches
and damaging Church property exposed the plight of religious
minorities in Pakistan.
Crimes against Women:
Women are the oppressed layer of the society around the
world, however Pakistani women are the most vulnerable
segment of the population. Being women from minority
communities makes them more vulnerable and prone to be
victimized because of their marginal status.
Incidents of rape, abduction, forced conversion to Islam, acid
attacks, forced for prostitution and acute domestic violence are
a part of minority women's life. Fatefully most of the cases go
unreported due to lack of awareness and weak legal and justice
system.
On April 22, 2018, a Christian girl Asma Yaqoob (25)
succumbed to burn injuries of an acid attack. She was receiving
treatment in Mayo Hospital Lahore. Asma was attacked by a
Muslim for refusing his marriage proposal.
A Christian housemaid Kainat was allegedly killed by her
employers on May 6, 2018. Her father Salamat Masih
registered a case against the culprits. However on May 9, 2018
Salamat Masih took back his application and alleged that police
had taken his thumb impression on a blank paper and

08

Human Rights Monitor 2019

registered FIR themselves. He said, “I don't want to pursue the
application.”
Religious Freedom:
The constitution of Pakistan gives religious freedom and
conscience with one hand and takes it away with the other. The
contradiction is underlined by many articles of the constitution
that restricts religious freedom e.g. Articles 2 ( a, b), 41, 106 and
260 by way of creating categories of citizens and their
entitlements on the basis of religion.
A preferential space for Muslim citizens in the constitution
created a dangerous mindset and threatened the minority
citizens. This mindset provoked citizens to grab properties of
religious minorities including places of worship, posed social
sanction on expression of faith and conscience and
consequently blocked the way of refinement at individual as
well as societal levels.
Incidents of forced conversion had been on the rise. Some
incidents were reported where a person was asked to convert
to Islam to settle an unpaid loan. The incidents spoke loudly
about the curtailed religious freedom in Pakistan. In December
2018 United States added Pakistan to its blacklist of countries
that violate religious freedom, ramping up pressure over the
treatment of minorities in the country.
Land Grabbing and Eviction:
The properties belonging to Non-Muslim, personal as well as
collective remained vulnerable to the mischief of land grabbers.
Churches, Temples and graveyards continued to attract the
powerful and the greedy to grab the minorities’ properties.
24 Christian families of Lahore still waited for the possession of
the plots for which they had paid the price in January 1998. In
1992 LDA had demolished their houses in Christian Colony,
Wahdat Road Lahore. As a compensation LDA Director
General ordered to allot three marla plots in Khyber Block,
Nadeem Shaeed Road and Allama Iqbal Town to affected
families.
In 2018 at least 7 cases of land grabbing against Christians
were reported. Surely, there were more on the ground, however
only few showed up on the surface
Religious Minorities in Pakistan
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Social Discrimination &
Religious Intolerance
Legal frame work of non-discrimination
Declaration on the rights of persons belonging to National
or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities
No one shall be subject to coercion, which impair his freedom to
have a religion or belief of his choice. No one shall be subject to
discrimination by any state, institution, group of persons on the
grounds of religion or other beliefs.
Article 1(2) and 2 (1)
Declaration on the rights of persons belonging to National
or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic minorities
Persons belonging to minorities may exercise their rights
including those set forth in the present declaration, individually
as well as in community with other members of their group,
without any discrimination.
Article 3 (1)
Constitution of Pakistan
Provision as to Property
Every citizen shall have the rights to acquire, hold and dispose
off property in any part of Pakistan, subject to the constitution
and reasonable restriction imposed by law in the public
interest.
Article 23
Parochial and other similar prejudices to be discouraged
The state shall discourage parochial, racial, tribal, sectarian
and provincial prejudices among the citizens. Article 33
Protection of minorities
The state shall safeguard the legitimate rights and interests of
minorities, including their due representation in the federal and
provincial services.
Article 36
Most worrying aspect of the social discrimination and religious
intolerance in Pakistan is its institutionalization through various
laws and policies. In some cases, the laws sanction religious
discrimination directly and in others by implication (see
Chapter Discriminatory Laws).
Working with these laws for years the administrative machinery
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has become insensitive to religious parity. This state of affairs
raises the risk of incidences of religion-based discrimination
and intolerance
Job Discrimination
Disturbing problems for a lady teacher
Summary
In the month of March, 2018 an Ahmadi female teacher Ms.
Ufaq Feroz serving as a headmistress in Government Girls
High School Jan Muhammad Wala, Tehsil Kot Momin, District
Sargodha, faced faith based hostile situation in the village.
Incident
Ms. Ufaq, headmistress of Government Girls High School
faced a hostile situation in the village. Mulla Muhtar Qadri from
the neighboring village Rattapur Rehani incited a hate
campaign against the lady teacher. Banners carrying hate and
hostile material were fixed on streets of the village.
Update
The headmistress was in a desperate situation. Her family
worried about her life. There was nothing done by the
administration.
https://www.persecutionofahmadis.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/04/News-Report-March-2018.pdf
Sufiyan's job at risk
Summary
In the month of August, Asad Ahmad Sufiyan, an Ahmadi
employee in jail faced humiliation, discrimination and hatred
due to his faith in district jail Jhelum.
Incident
Asad Ahmad Sufiyan from Rabwah was appointed in district jail
Jhelum in August 2017. Some of his colleagues somehow
discovered about his Ahmadi faith. All the staff avoided taking
meals with him and neither he was allowed to eat with them.
They forbade him, to offer his prayer in the prison mosque.
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Afterwards a complaint was moved to the DSP, claiming that
Sufiyan was an Ahmadi and had got his job illegally. The
complainant alleged that Sufiyan had committed blasphemy. A
preliminary inquiry was initiated. He was told to report to DIG
office Rawalpindi. DIG ordered him to proceed on one month's
leave.
Update
No update could be traced regarding the case.
https://www.persecutionofahmadis.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/05/News-Report-April-2018.pdf
An Ahmadi deprived of livelihood and residence due to his
faith
Summary
In February 2018 some Muslims intruded in the house of an
Ahmadi mill-worker Maqbool Ahmad. They thrashed him and
told him to vacate the quarter and shift elsewhere.
Incident
Maqbool Ahmad, resident of Shahkot, district Nankana,
worked in a textile mill. He was allotted a quarter in the mill's
residential colony. Maqbool had a son and three daughters.
Some people started hatemongering against the Ahmadi
family. As a result, one day some Muslims intruded into
Maqbool's house. They beat him and told him to vacate the
quarter and shift elsewhere. They threatened his life if he did
not comply with their demand.
Update
The mill owner fired Maqbool from the job.
https://www.persecutionofahmadis.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/03/News-Report-February-2018.pdf
Harassment of an Ahmadi university lecturer
Summary
Mr. Adnan Adeel, an Ahmadi lecturer in the University of
Agriculture, Faisalabad was humiliated by the administration
because of faith.
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Incident
Mr. Adnan was serving in the University of Agriculture as a
lecturer. On January 11, 2018, the following message was sent
to him reportedly by the university administration:
“We have come to know that you are a preacher of Ahmadiyyat.
Previously fifty per cent people knew your religious identity, but
now almost hundred percent know it. We have orders from the
management to restrict your activities. You should immediately
change your mobile ringtone. Delete everything related to
Ahmadiyyat from your WhatsApp and Facebook accounts and
stay clear of this kind of activities in future.” Adeel had to follow
the instructions to secure his job.
https://www.persecutionofahmadis.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/02/Newsreport-January-2018.pdf
Tortured by police
Blasphemy victim jumped off the FIA building
Summary
Sajid Masih (a blasphemy suspect) jumped from the fourth floor
of the Federal Investigation Agency's (FIA), Lahore Punjab
headquarters building during investigation on February 23,
2018. In a video statement Sajid alleged that he was tortured
and forced to have sex with his cousin Patras Masih, the main
accused of blasphemy.
Background
Patras Masih resident of Shahdara Town, Lahore was accused
of blasphemy by a local Hafiz Muhammad Awais. The
complainant alleged that Patras had posted a sacrilegious
photo on January 16, 2018 on a facebook group named
“ Paglon ki Basti”. (Residence of fools).
As a result an FIR was registered with Shadhara Town Police
station under section 295-C PPC against Patras. .
Incident
A police team had handed over primary accused Patras (18) to
the FIA cybercrime wing. The FIA had summoned Sajid Masih
(cousin of Patras Masih) for questioning as during investigation
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Patras had revealed that he shared the image with his cousin
Sajid Masih.
Sajid Masih jumped out from the fourth floor of the building
during investigations. He was critically injured. In his video
statement he said,” “They [FIA officials] called me to the
headquarters to record my testimony.They took my mobile
phone for examination and later started beating me. When I
asked them what my fault was, they responded haughtily that
“we are beating you because you are the cousin of prime
accused.”
“They later took me and Patras to the fourth floor of the building
and started beating both of us. We were also told to call each
other 'Laanti' (accursed) which my cousin complied with. After
that, the FIA officials asked me to take off my cousin's trousers
and have sex with him. I refused to do so.” “I pleaded them that I
can't have sex with my brother, which made them [FIA officials]
angry. However, they insisted and I had no option but to jump
through the window of the room.” He further added.
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2018/02/24/fiaofficials-forced-me-to-have-sex-with-main-blasphemyaccused-claims-injured-suspect/
Christians' murders
Extremists target two pakistani families killing four on
easter monday in quetta
Summary
Give the date on Easter-Monday of 2018 four members of two
Christian families were gunned down and a minor was injured
by terrorists when they were about to leave for Easter vocation
recreation in Quetta in Shahzaman residential area.
Incident
Talking to CCJP the eye witness teenager Kinza (daughter of
deceased Firdous) said, “we had travelled from Lahore to
Quetta to celebrate Easter with our relatives. Two brothers of
my father also joined there from Dubai.
Kinza further said, “My uncle Pervaiz was sitting on the driving
seat of the auto-rickshaw. Tariq and Imran uncle were chatting
with him. While my mother (Firdous) and another cousin were
sitting at the back seat of the auto. I stepped out of the door to
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join my family when I saw two masked
men on a motorbike. They stopped
near the auto and opened fire at
everybody there. I ran back to the
house and closed the door.
When the attackers left, we rushed out
and saw my mother and uncles
(Shama Bibi, Pervaiz, Imran and
Tariq) dead loathed in blood.”
ISIS claimed the responsibility of
attacking the Christian family. Earlier
ISIS reportedly attacked a Methodist Church in Quetta in
December 2017 which left 9 dead and dozens of injured.
Update
Emmanuel Masih (husband of deceased Firdous) returened to
Lahore. He brought his sister Shama with him. The provincial
government of Balochistan had announced some sort of
solidarity package for the martyr's families. However the
promises were not fulfilled till the filing of this report.
Shama is living with his father. She does not have any skill to do
work. She plans to work as a domestic worker.
CCJP report National Office
A Christian killed by Muslim friends
Summary
On August 2nd, 2018 a young Christian, father of three little
kids was shot dead by his Muslim friends on his wedding
anniversary in Lahore, the provincial capital of the province of
Punjab.
Incident
According to one of Vicky's relative, Nadeem “Muhammad
Ilyas, one of Vicky's Muslim friend had to pay back a loan to
him. Few days ago when Vicky demanded his money back,
Muhammad Ilyas got angry and started abusing and beating
Vicky on the road. The issue was settled with the intervention of
Religious Minorities in Pakistan
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community elders, however Muhammad Ilyas threatened Vicky
that he will teach him a lesson.
“On the incident day, Vicky joined his friends for dinner inconnection with his wedding anniversary. Within no time the
party turned into exchanging harsh words, physical clash and
ended at Vicky's murder by his Muslim friends” according to the
source.
The local police refused to register FIR however, later
registered it when the Christian protested in the streets and
blocked the main road. All three accused were arrested.
CCJP, National Office
A Christian youth killed
Summary
Faraz Badar, 26-years old Christian, a resident of Gujranwala
died in a hospital in Lahore on September 15, 2018. He
succumbed to burn injuries of acid that was sprayed on him by
unidentified attackers in the early hours of September 5, 2018
in Gujranwala. Fraz was brought to Mayo Hospital in Lahore
due to deteriorating condition, his body according to the
doctors was badly affected.
Incident
According to Badar Masih (Faraz's father) “Faraz was a young
graduate and serving as Assistant Admin Officer in a local
hospital for about two years. On September 5th, 2018 at
around 2 a.m, when he was returning home from the hospital
some unknown assailants sprayed acid upon him”.
“Few months back, Faraz was beaten by some men who were
covering their faces, however we did not report it to the police,
as Christians are often not heard in police stations”, Badar
added.
CCJP National office
Murder of John Joseph
Summary
On September 8, 2018, Mr. John Joseph alias Khuram was
murdered by a Muslim Shahzaib and his five accomplice while
his cousin Waqas was injured in Gojra district Faisalabad.

16

Human Rights Monitor 2019

Incident
Khuram had a dispute with Shahzaib. The opponent reportedly
called him to reconcile the dispute. During the meeting
Shahzaib and his five companions opened fire. As a result
Khuram died and his cousin was injured. Police registered an
FIR # 520/18 against the offenders in the police station Gojra
district Faisalabad.
Update
According to the family members the local police conspired
with the murderers and declared them innocent and
discharged them. Joseph's father filed an application to the
DPO, Toba Tekh Singh to change the interrogative officer. The
officer was not changed till the filing of this report.
CCJP, Faisalabad
Waqas killed by police in raid
Summary
Policemen, on May 29, 2018 killed Waqas Masih during a
police raid in Haider Colony Gujrat. The victim’s family alleged
that the police reportedly pressurized the family to drop the
murder case.
Incident
According to the sources Waqas was at the residence of his
uncle when three policemen reportedly intruded into the house
of her brother Saleem Masih in Haider Colony, Gujrat.
A heated argument started between Saleem and the police,
Later they accused him for running drug business. They also
reportedly threatened to file false charges against him and
other family members. Meanwhile Waqas, ran out of the house.
The three cops ran after him and got hold of Waqas.
They thrashed him with punches, kicks and gun butts. Qaiser
and Dawood ( Cousins of Waqas) tried to save him from the
police torture, but they were pushed back and warned not to
intervene in the matter.
Afterwards the policemen told Saleem that Waqas was not
feeling well. The family immediately rushed toward Waqas and
saw him lying on the street, motionless. According to Saleem
Masih, “he was already dead by the time we arrived.”
Religious Minorities in Pakistan
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Waqas Masih worked as an assistant gardener at a
government-run, rural health center. The accused policemen
were arrested. The policemen were not charged with murder
since the post-mortem report did not speak of cause of death.
https://morningstarnews.org/2018/06/police-in-pakistankill-young-christian-man-in-raid-relatives-say/
Ahmadis' murders
Qazi Muhammad Shoban shot dead
Summary
On June 25, 2018 an Ahmadi, Qazi Muhammad Shoban, was
shot dead in his house in Nishtar Colony Lahore.
Incident
According to the details, two masked men entered the house of
Qazi and killed him on the spot, while the wife and daughters
were held captives in the other room. The deceased left behind
a widow and three disabled daughters.
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2018/06/27/ahmediman-shot-dead-in-lahore/
Attacks
Christians attacked during prayer in Church
Summary
On July 13, 2018, Catholic Church situated in Chak No.
165/GB, Harsa Kot Tehsil Sammundri, District Faisalabad was
attacked by 4 Muslim armed men while more than 20 men and
women were praying in the Church.
Incident
The incident took place to take revenge of a criminal litigation
against two Muslim brothers Jawad, Chingiz and their mother
Nasreen Iqbal which was pending in court.
After few hours of incident, FIR was filed against two Muslim
brothers Jawad, Chingiz, their mother Nasreen Iqbal and sister
Khatija and two other men named Zulqarnain and Yousaf
under section 295-A, 337H(2), 148, 149 and 109 of Pakistan
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Penal Code by Sadar Police Station Samundri on the complaint
of Abaad Masih.
Update
The perpetrators Jawad, Chingiz and Khadija were arrested on
the spot by the police and rest of the accused were at large till
the filing of this report.
CCJP, Chapter Faisalabad
Ahmadi survived a deadly attack
Summary
An Ahmadi Mr. Sajjad Ahmad S/O Mr. Masood Ahmad was
attacked on May 26, 2018 in Shahdara Town, Lahore at his
house.
Incident
At about 9:30 p.m. two youth aged reportedly 20s came to Mr.
Ahmad's house and knocked at the door. When Ahmad opened
the door, they asked about Sagheer. Ahmad told them that
Sagheer did not live there and closed the door.
They again knocked the door. This time, when Ahmad opened
the door, they opened fire. As a result one shot hit his belly and
the second hit his left thigh. Ahmad was rushed to Mayo
Hospital, Lahore.
Update
The police registered an FIR. No reason was found behind this
attack other than religion. The assailants were not identified.
https://www.persecutionofahmadis.org/ahmadi-survivesdeadly-attack-in-lahore/
Mob Attacks
Mob attack on P.G.A Church during worship
Summary
P.G.A Church and its congregation were brutally attacked by
around 20-armed Muslims during the Sunday service on
March, 4, 2018 in Chak # 177/5R, district Sahiwal.
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Incident
On March 4, 2018 congregation of Pakistan Gospel Assembly
(PGA) was attending the Church service. At 9:30 a.m. Pastor
Cecil Daniel stopped the proceedings due to extreme noise
outside the Church. The people came out and were shocked to
find that a group of Muslim men was trying to demolish the
boundary wall of the Church.
The mob violently attacked Church members with batons. One
of the Church member called the local police. The attackers fled
away when arrived the police.
Police took a note of the crime scene and statements of
eyewitnesses from the wounded Christians. They then helped
the woundes victims get to Civil Hospital Sahiwal.
Update
Intervention of elders helped both parties to reconcile.
CCJP Faisalabad
Mob attack on a historic Ahmadi worship place in Sialkot
Summary
On May 24, 2018 a charged mob consisting of hundreds,
including district officials, razed two historic Ahmadi sites in
Sialkot. The men razed the sites in the early hours claiming that
the structures were 'illegal'.
Incident
According to the spokesman of Jamaat Ahmadiyya Aamir
Mehmood , a mob comprising of 500 Muslims destroyed
Ahmadi worship place “ Baitul Mubarik” and the historic
residence of the founder (Mirza Ghulam Ahmad )of Jamaat. We
were repairing the house however Municipal Authority objected
and sealed the building.
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1717928/1-mob-razeshistoric-ahmadi-property-sialkot/
Ahmadi place of worship damaged, set on fire
Summary
On August 23, 2018, an Ahmadi place of worship was damaged
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and set on fire following a verbal spat between the two youth
groups in Faisalabad's Ghaseet Pura RB-69 area. Thirty-one
people were injured in this dispute.
Incident
According to a local, the dispute erupted when a motorbike
reportedly hit a hen which belonged to an Ahmadi at about 7:30
pm. They had a hot exchange which turned into a religious
matter. Soon people gathered Slogans against Ahmadis were
raised, stones were pelted and a Ahmadi place of worship was
attacked and set ablaze.
The situation was later defused, when Superintendent of Police
(SP) and District Police Officer (DPO) arrived and took control
of the station.
Update
A case was registered under sections 324 (attempt to commit
qatl-i-amd), 295-A (deliberate and malicious acts intended to
outrage religious feelings of any class by insulting its religion or
religious beliefs), 436 (mischief by fire or explosive substance
with intent to destroy house, etc.), 427 (mischief causing
damage to the amount of fifty rupees or upwards), 148 (rioting,
armed with deadly weapon), 149 (every member of unlawful
assembly guilty of offence committed in prosecution of
common object) of the Pakistan Penal Code and section 7
(punishment for acts of terrorism) of the Anti-Terrorism Act,
1997.
https://www.dawn.com/news/1428646
Killer of Sharoon Masih student got bail
Summary
Multan High Court ordered the release on bail of Ahmed Raza
(20), the Muslim student arrested for killing Sharoon Masih
(17), his classmate due to his Christian faith.
Incident
According to the judges, no clear evidence was collected to
attest to the guilt of the arrested person.
Earlier Sharon was beaten to death on August 30, 2017 by his
Muslim classmate Ahmad Raza. According to the mother of
Religious Minorities in Pakistan
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Sheron, Razia Bibi, Muslim classmates did not allow him to
drink water from the same water dispenser. However Sharon
did not follow their instruction, and paid for it with his life.
Update
http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Punjab,-killer-ofChristian-student-freed.-The-pain-of-the-family42954.html
Sanitary Worker
Christian cleaner died at work
Summary
On January 20, 2018 Shehzad Masih (24) a Christian sanitary
worker died after being on a life-support machine for three days
in Karachi. Earlier he reportedly became unconscious after he
was sent to clean a gutter on January 17, 2018.
Incident
On January 17, 2018 Supervisor sent Shehzad to help him to
unblock a gutter in a nearby area. He became unconscious as
he entered the gutter. He was taken to Indus Hospital (nearby).
He was then shifted to Creek General Hospital, where he died
on January 20, 2018.
Shahzad Masih (24), felt ill after inhaling poisonous gasses
while cleaning the gutter, died on 20 January, 2018. He left a
widow and two young kids.
Update
According to the sources “The Karachi Water and Sewerage
Board Executive Engineer, Akhtar Jaleel Bajwa, promised to
provide a job to the widow of Shehzad.
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2018/01/pakistanchristian-cleaner-dies-work-leaving-wife-two-children/
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Head teacher suspended for attacking Christian student
Summary
In the month of October 2018, Sharjeel, a fourth grade
Christian student was beaten and suspended for a week from
the Government Boys Primary School of District Attock for
touching a water tap. Teacher said, “ you have made the water
“Pleed” (Unholy, filthy) by touching the water tap”.
Incident
Sharjeel's father works in a military hospital as a sanitary
worker. According to the Sharjeel, I was turning off a water tap
when the teacher grabbed me, called me Chura and asked me
why I had touched the tap and made it filthy. I was made to sit
out of the school for hours.
Update
As the news became viral on social media, Education
Authorities suspended Nusrat Shaheen ,the head teacher of a
government school for assaulting a Christian student and
abusing his mother. On October 22, 2018 the educational
officer visited the school and initiated an inquiry.
Naib Qasid faced biased behavior of a Muslim headmaster
Summary
A Christian boy Naib Qasid (office boy), Naeem Gulzar,
resident of a Christian colony, Jhang faced biased behavior of
his Muslim headmaster Mr. Muhammad Saeed, due to his
Christian belief. He was appointed in the school in 2018 on the
minority Quota.
Incident
Naeem was appointed in the school as a Naib Qasid on
minority Quota. Despite his appointment as a Naib Qasid,
headmaster forced him to work on the post of a sweeper. He
often reportedly used to call him 'Oay Essai (derogatory
remark)'. Naeem informed the executive officer of the
Education (CEO). CEO transferred him to his office.
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Update
Clerks of the CEO office were resisting and hindering to join
Naeem till the filing of this report.
CCJP, Faisalabad
Christians in Pakistan opt to compromise with the
oppressor rather than seeking justice
On May 9, 2018, father of a Christian housemaid 17-years-old
Kainat reportedly stopped to pursue his application against
sons of a Member of Azad Jammu and Kashmir Legislative
Assembly, Chaudhry Muhammad Ismail, the accused
murderers. In the court of civil judge Gujranwala Naveed
Ahmed Ghuman, Salamat Masih refused to own the FIR that
was registered against three sons and a daughterin-law a
legislator. Salamat maintained that police handed over the
dead body of his daughter after taking his thumb impression on
a blank paper and registered the FIR themselves. He said, “I
don't want to pursue the application”. The complainant and
witness recorded their statement in favor of accused under
article 164.
Earlier Kainat, daughter of Salamat Masih, a housemaid was
reportedly beaten to death on the pretext of negligence in a
town Komonki district Gujranwala. The FIR # 344/18 was
registered against Asif Ismail, his wife Lubna, Kashif Ismail and
Tariq Ismail. The FIR further noted that rope marks were visible
on the deceased's neck.
CCJP National Office
Religious Freedom under Siege of Extremists in Pakistan
Unidentified vandals set ablaze an under construction Church
named Gospel of Jesus Mission in Paracha Colony, Shahdra
town Lahore in the afternoon of April 15, 2018. The altar, a
pulpit, dozens of Christian books used for Sunday services and
Sunday school children, carpets, pedestal fans, plastic chairs,
tables, wall-clock, wooden crosses, a tarpaulin, handmade
fans and worship instruments were desecrated and burnt to
ashes.
CCJP National Office
Security Guards of a hospital killed a Christian youth in
Lahore
Summary
On March 26, medical staff and security guards of Services
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Hospital in Lahore beat to death a Christian youth - Sunil
Saleem father of four, reportedly after an exchange of hot
words between his pregnant sister - Kiran and the doctors.
Incident
25 years old pregnant woman Kiran, (Suneel's sister) was
taken to the Services Hospital in Lahore on March 26, 2018 as
she felt labor pains. As she approached the doctor's station.
Dr. Saira was reportedly taking tea while the other medical staff
was busy with their cellular phone sets.
According to Kiran, “They did not pay attention to me. I waited
for a while and then approached the doctor pleading her for
help. The doctor became furious and shouted at me and hit me
with a paper-file and ordered a junior nurse “Teach her a lesson
giving a special dose which will increase her pains for a couple
of days”.
“My sister Mehwish protested against this attitude and
requested her to please be kind to the patient, but she lost her
mind when she noticed Mehwish wearing a cross in her neck”.
She added.
“You a Christian bitch, how dare you to tell me my
responsibility?” the doctor abused my sister and then she
literally slapped her face, snatched her cellular phone and
called the security staff to send her out of the hospital.
My brother – Suneel wanted to know about my condition. The
security staff stopped him at the entrance gate, on the direction
of a senior doctor, the hospital staff thrashed him brutally
dragging him to another room that had no close-circuitcameras. The hospital staff killed him in the room and came out
shouting “we have laid down one, who wants to be the next”.
According to the father of Sunil Masih, police were still using
different tactics to force them to compromise with the hospital
administration and withdraw the case. “I am experiencing
pervasive discrimination for getting justice for my son” Saleem
Masih said, “as the hospital administration was not willing to
issue Suneel's death certificate declaring torture as the cause
of death however after the intervention of the department of
Motorway police (Suneel was an employee of Motorway
Police) it was issued mentioning the death as “Killed” Saleem
Masih continued.
CCJP National Office
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Assault
Vishal Masih brutally beaten over Arm Wrestling Match
Summary
On August 2, Vishal Masih (18), a Christian, was severely
beaten by a group of Muslims after winning an arm wrestling
match in Nabipur village, Sheikhupura District.
Incident
A Muslim boy belonging to an influential family Wirik Jutt had an
arm wrestling match with a Christian boy Vishal. Vishal
defeated the Muslim boy several times which infuriated the
Muslim boy. He reportedly abused Vishal. How could a Choora
(a hatred word used for Christians) defeat me. I will teach him a
lesson.
Following the match when Vishal was returning home, a group
of more than a dozen Muslims attacked Vishal. They thrashed
him badly, attacked his family members. Local elders
intervened and resolved the issue, however after a short period
of time a group led by Khalaq Wirik, Hassnain Wirik,and
Mehboob Alam attacked Vishal again.
They kidnapped Vishal, locked him in a room at their
residence and repeatedly beat him.
Update
According to sources Vishal was reportedly admitted to a
hospital in Lahore. His family was being pressurized to
withdraw the case or face dire consequences till the filing of this
report.
CCJP National office
https://www.persecution.org/2018/08/07/pakistanichristian-brutally-beaten-arm-wrestling-match/
Sexually assaulted
Hindu teenager's gang-raped
Summary
In April 2018 a Hindu teenager girl of Thatha (Sindh province)
was gang raped by half dozen Muslims.
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Incident
The incident took place in Darro, a town of Sajawal District.
According to reports, the main accused Arbab Ibrahim
happened to the son of a political leader Rameezul Haq.
According to Sindh Home Minister Sohail Anwar Siyal, two
employees of health department were suspended and he had
ordered police to arrest the culprits.
Update
Sindh police arrested the main accused till the filing of this
report.
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1677476/1-hindu-teenagersgang-rape-ppp-leaders-son-others-thatta-sparksoutrage/
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2018/04/05/policearrest-key-suspect-in-hindu-youth-gang-rape-case/
False allegations
Najish Masih falsely alleged of sexual harassment & rape
Summary
In the month of July 2018, a Christian teacher Najish Masih was
reportedly falsely accused of sexual harassment and rape of a
girl along with his friend Peran Dita Gondal, in village 348/WB
Tehsil Dunyapur District Lodhran.
Incident
Najish Masih, working in government school since 2014 was
running a tuition center successfully in the village. Muslim
teachers felt jealous against the increasing business of the
Christian teacher. They reportedly set a plan against Najish
Masih.
As a result they registered a false case of sexual harassment
and rape of girl against Najish and his friend Peran Dita Gondal.
CCJP Office, Multan
Zeenat Bibi & Asia Bibi (False Allegation of Theft Case)
Summary
On July 12, 2018 two Christian housemaids Mrs Zeenat Bibi
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and Mrs Aasia Bibi resident of Gulaib Colony and Central Jail,
servant quarters Multan were reportedly falsely accused of
theft.
Incident
Mrs. Zeenat Bibi and Mrs Aasia Bibi had a government job.
They were working at the house of DSP Women's Jail Mrs.
Naqvi, since 2013. Aasia bibi was a cook while Zeenat Bibi
worked as a cleaner.
On July 10, 2018, at about 8 am, after making breakfast Aasia
Bibi reportedly went to wake Mrs Amber for breakfast however
the husband Naqvi stopped Aasia and told her not to go in the
room as there were also guests present there. Aasia Bibi
retuned home. Afterwards, Zeenat Bibi came for cleaning and
Mr. Naqvi told her not to enter the Amber's room as some
guests were sleeping there. She cleaned the other part of the
house and returned back.
The same day in the evening DSP Amber Naqvi called Aasia
and Zeenat and told them that Rupees two lakhs and two credit
cards were stolen. DSP Amber threatened Zeenat and Aasia to
return the money.
On July 2, 2018, Police arrested Zeenat and Aasia at about
11pm. They were tortured during the investigation. The
relatives of Aasia and Zeenat blocked the road while protesting
against their arrest. As the situation grew critical, DSP Amber
withdrew her complaint and Aasia and Zeenat were released.
Update
Zeenat and Aasia were released on bail however they were
frightened and depressed.
CCJP Office, Multan
Burial issues
Ahmadi denied burial
Summary
In May 2018, Muslim community did not allow to bury an
Ahmadi Hameed Ahmad S/o Pir Muhammad in the graveyard
in village 368 District Layyah.
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Incident
Hameed Ahmad resident of village 368 district Layyah died on
May 25, 2018. Ahmadi community wanted to bury the dead
body in their own section of the graveyard. However Muslims
claimed that they would not allow to bury an Ahmadi in the
graveyard. Police could not resolve the issue.
Update
Ahmadi community had to take their dead body to a distant
location
https://www.persecutionofahmadis.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/02/002-Burial-Problems-andGraveyards-2018.pdf
Ahmadi denied burial in common cemetery
Summary
In September 2018, an Ahmadi woman Mrs. Amina Bibi,
resident of village 5/3 Ahmadpur Syal, Jhang, was not allowed
to bury a relative in a graveyard where reportedly about 30
Ahmadis had been buried already.
Incident
Amina Bibi w/o Maqbool Ahmad died on September 30, 2018 in
village 5/3 Ahmad Pur Syal. Arrangements were being made
for her burial in a common graveyard when the Muslim
community decided not to allow the burial of an Ahmadi in the
graveyard. They made announcements through loudspeakers
of the Masjid (Mosque) and gathered a mob. Police reached
the spot.
About 30 Ahmadis had been already buried in the graveyard,
however Ahmadis were not allowed to bury their dead body.
Update
Ahmadi community had to bury Mrs Amina Bibi in a private land
to avoid confrontation.
https://www.persecutionofahmadis.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/02/002-Burial-Problems-andGraveyards-2018.pdf

Religious Minorities in Pakistan

29

Religious Freedom
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and
religion; this right includes freedom to change his religion or
belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others
and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in
teaching, practice, worship and observance.
(Article 18, UDHR)
Subject to law, public order and morality
(a) Every citizen shall have the right to profess, practice and
propagate his religion; and
(b) Every religious denomination and every sect therefore
shall have the right to establish, maintain and manage its
religious institution.
(Article 20, The Constitution of Pakistan)
Subject to law
(c) No religious community or denomination shall be prevented
from providing religious instruction for pupils of that community
or denomination in any educational institution maintained
wholly by that community or denomination; and
(d) No citizen shall be denied admission to any educational
institution receiving aid from public revenues on the ground of
race, religion, caste or place of birth.
(Article 22 (3), The Constitution of Pakistan)
Religious freedom can be defined as freedom of person(s)
involving activities to fulfill their spiritual aspirations, the desire
and pursuit of reaching meaningfulness of life, moreover
following an established or new code, rites and way of life,
individually or as a community.
This is a provisional aspect and definition of religious freedom
however it is difficult to imagine religious freedom without a
proactive policy encompassing respect for plurality and a
culture of peace.
The scope of religious freedom was reduced in the three
constitutions in Pakistan gradually from 1956 to 1973. NCJP
mapped events and changes that lead to enhance religious
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intolerance in Pakistan in “Human Rights Monitor” issue 20022003
The establishment denied the fact that Pakistan was a multireligious society. The country paid an enormous price for this
adventure. The consequences of reduced scope of religious
freedom of all citizens (with exception of those organizations
who, ultimately reduced freedom for others by exercising their
own) squeezed freedom of thought and conscience. It
squeezed the potential and scope of growth for all Pakistanis.
Curriculum reform is vital for a long-term directional change in
mindset and promotion of a consolidated anti-extremism
narrative in the country. Inculcating tolerance and appreciation
of religious diversity is part and parcel of the latter.
Sindh government has taken a lead by including the speech of
Mohammad Ali Jinnah (father of the nation) delivered on
August 11,1947, in which the founder of Pakistan envisaged it
as a country where religion and state would be entirely
separate from each other. The decision is laudable and must be
followed by the other provinces.
“You are free, you are free to go to your temples; you are free to
go to your mosques or any other place of worship in this State of
Pakistan. You may belong to any religion or caste or creed —
that has nothing to do with the business of the State….”
Ahmadiyya mosque sealed by authorities
Summary
The authorities sealed an Ahmadiyya mosque on May 28, 2018
on demand of some mischief mongers, without talking to
Ahmadis in Derya Wala, Narowal.
Incident
Mr Nizam ud Din was one of the first among residents of Deryan
Wala to join Ahmadiyyat. He had built a mosque on his land and
bore all the expenses. He was the guardian and caretaker of
the mosque. After his death, an Ahmadi lady Ms. Ghulab Bibi
donated her 4- acre land to this mosque for its expenses.
Except one son, all the children of Mr Nizam ud Din belong to
Ahmadi faith. This defector made some attempts in the past to
take over the mosque and its annexed land but did not
succeed.
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On the day of incident, two neighboring families of the mosque
requested the Ahmadi caretaker of the mosque for its keys to
offer their prayers. He gave them the keys out of courtesy.
Next morning, when Ahmadis came to the mosque for prayer,
they saw reportedly some non-Ahmadis assembled there for
congregational prayers. Ahmadis carefully handled the
situation, and non-Ahmadis left the mosque after their prayer.
However, after a little while a heavy police contingent arrived at
the mosque and sealed it without any reason. The two parties
were told to report the matter to the district police office.
Update
The grabbers were interested in the 4-acre agricultural
annexed land rather than the small mosque itself. No update
could be found in this case.
https://www.persecutionofahmadis.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/02/003-Mosques-2018.pdf
Another Ahmadiyya mosque locked by police
Summary
The local cleric Mr Saeed Chandio targeted the Ahmadiyya
mosque of Goth, Qamaruddin, distt Noshero Firoz (Sindh) and
succeeded in getting it locked unlawfully by the police.
Incident
Mulla Chandio had been inciting the local population against
Ahmadis for weeks in his Friday sermons. The situation was
getting tense so Ahmadis met a senior police officer at the
district level and filed a written complaint. The officer directed
the DSP who in turn told the SHO to investigate and report.
The Ahmadi-mosque was reportedly an old building and was
built before the anti-Ahmadi ordinance was promulgated. The
mosque was locked from outside, however an internal entry
was available to enter the mosque for worship.
Update
The police locked the interior entry to the mosque as well.
https://www.persecutionofahmadis.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/02/003-Mosques-2018.pdf
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Hate speech
Youth arrested for hate speech against Hinduism
Summary
The Khairpur police raided a house and arrested Inayat Ali for
hate mongering against Hindus on April 24, 2018.
Incident
According to the police, the accused was involved in hate
speech against Hinduism on the social media and shared
posters to hurt the religious sentiments of the Hindus. The
police traced him and arrested him.
Update
A case was registered against the accused.
https://dailytimes.com.pk/232044/murder-suspect-killedin-encounter-with-police/
Threats
A Christian Family's House set on Fire in Gujar Khan
Summary
A house of a Christian family was set on fire by a group of
Muslims in Gujar Khan, district Rawalpindi on September 21,
2018. A vehicle, house-holds were set on fire while attackers
allegedly looted other valuables.
Incident
According to the member of the victim family Fiaz Masih “an
armed group of Muslims led by Muhammad Kamran intruded in
Bashir Masih's house in broad daylight and thrashed the entire
family”.
“Muhammad Kamran often threatened us to bear the
consequences if we don't leave the house. Fiaz said that he
had a recording of his abusive and threatening conversation on
his cell.
“The local police registered the FIR # 504/18 against the
culprits, however the culprits had reportedly secured a BailBefore-Arrest”.
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According to the sources, Bashir Masih was a sanitary worker.
He built this house a few years back, after his retirement from a
government department.
“We are the only Christian family in the neighborhood. They
want to snatch our property. Therefore they started threatening
us to leave the house. We suspect they will level a blasphemy
allegation against us in order to snatch our property” Fiaz
claimed.
Update
According to Fiaz Masih, “we are living outside
CCJP National Office
A Christian family pressurized to convert, to settle an
unpaid loan
Summary
In April 2018 a Christian Ashraf Masih was forced to convert to
Islam along with his family to settle an unpaid loan to a Muslim
Muhammad Gafoor in village 517 GB district Toba Tek Singh.
Incident
Ashraf worked in Government Basic Health Center of the
village. Ashraf had reportedly borrowed Rs: 100,000/ from
Doctor Ms. Zerqa who worked in the same center. Ashraf had
reportedly returned half of the amount and half was still
pending.
On April 4, 2018, Muhammad Gafoor, a relative of Dr. Ms.
Zerqa reportedly beat Ashraf Masih, his wife and daughters
alleging that Asharaf has not returned a penny.
Update
Muhammad Ghafoor was reportedly pressurizing Ashraf Masih
to convert to Islam along his family to settle the loan. He was
threatened that he would with face dire consequences
otherwise.
https://www.christiansinpakistan.com/in-30-days-time-3pakistani-christian-girls-forced-to-convert/
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A Christian veteran humiliated, tortured and warned for
not embracing Islam in Pakistan
Summary
In the second week of January 2018, a Christian veteran
Ehtram David was humiliated, threatened, physically tortured
and was warned of dire consequences for not embracing Islam
in Narowal, some 80 km away (in North) from provincial capital
Lahore of Pakistan.
Incident
Mr. David (45) a BSc graduate teaches tuitions. His wife
Tasneem Akhtar runs a primary school (Daud Elementary
school). He has four kids. Dajla David (16 years daughter),
Tehreem David (15 years daughter), Azore David (14 years
son), Ashbeel David (10 years son).
As told by Mr.David, “on the day of occurrence I went to a shop
which is on our street. My younger son Ashbeel (10) needed
stationary so he joined me. We bought some grocery and
stopped by the stationary shop at the corner of our street. I
asked the shopkeeper Basharat to give a scale and other
things.”
Meanwhile a young man (people call him Bhaidoo) appeared
there. He asked me in a harsh tone, “What do you consider me?
A Mochi (cobbler) or a Nai (hairdresser) “Why I would consider
you a Mochi or Nai. I know you are a Kashmiri (Kashmiris have
usually sound social status) and I am a Christian, I solemnly
answered him. “We know you are a Christian and we love you”
he replied in the same harsh tone and held my both ears firmly,
stretching them in opposite directions vigorously. I was unable
to free myself from his strong clutches. I felt myself being
terribly beaten. I asked Basharat to help me but he pretended
not to hear my cry. I don't even remember hearing my own cries
as Kashmiri (people call him Badoo) bent my head down to the
table putting pressure with his elbow. “If I hit an iron sheet with
this elbow, it would turn it into pieces. So just imagine, what
would happen if I hit your head with it”, he threatened me. He
continued, I want to show you paradise. “Embrace Islam”. Now
he was rubbing my ears exerting force with the palms of his
hands. He recited some Arabic words and then repeated his
stance in the same ear-piercing tone, “We love you very much. I
want to show you paradise. Convert to Islam. Salvation is in
Islam. Meanwhile people passing by were laughing and the
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shopkeeper Basharat turned the bulb off and closed the shop,
escaping from the scene. I saw someone capturing the
moments in his cell phone. The cleric (Mr. Yahya ) of the
Mosque (it is in our street) came out and shouted at Kashmiri.
He left me and vanished in the dark. I felt my left side paralyzed.
My son was weeping standing beside. He held my hand and
took me back home.
Background
According to David, his father had bought a piece of six and half
kanals (1 Kanal = 5445 Square foot) in 1960s. It included
several rooms of High school, 10 shops and grounds. This land
was snatched on gun point by powerful Kashmiris. His father
had to buy his own piece of land thrice and the school was
reduced to a primary school. David said, “They have been
demanding that I convert to Islam since long. Some years back,
I went to fetch water from a water filter. Mobeen Butt (Butt are
Kashmiri) warned me, “stop what you are doing, otherwise, I
will cut your kids into pieces in front of you”. However he did not
inform me what I should refrain from. According to David, in
1997, one of my sisters was kidnapped and converted to Islam
and was married to a Muslim. We were never allowed to see her
face again.
CCJP National office
Target killing
Charanjit Singh
Summary
The Sikh rights activist Charanjit Singh was murdered on May
29, 2018 in Peshawar.
Incident
On the day of the incident Charanjit
Singh was sitting in his store outside
of Peshawar when an unidentified
gunman barged into his store and
shot him. His last rites were offered in
a traditional ceremony in Attock on
May 30, 2018.
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Update
The alleged murderer of Sikh rights activist and inter-faith
harmony advocate Charanjit Singh was arrested by the
Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD) on May 31st, 2018.
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1735095/1-charanjit-singhsalleged-murderer-arrested-peshawar/
Assaults
A Christian Teenager Tortured for Advocating Religious
Freedom
Summary
A teenager, Cecil* (15) residential of Karachi, was attacked and
brutally tortured for his faith on October 31, 2018.
Incident
The persecution began after Cecil confronted a group of
Islamic seminary students and asked them not to enter into his
neighborhood and forcefully convert Christians to Islam. The
students mocked Cecil and threatened him, telling him not to
“become a hurdle in their mission.”
Cecil's' father, Yousef*, said that shortly after this exchange,
Cecil and his family were attacked. “In February, an armed mob
attacked our house and tortured family members which
resulted in minor injuries to the family's women and head
injuries to Cecil,” Yousef said. “The mob made their way in,
breaking the main gate of the house at midnight.”
“The attackers broke the doors, windows, fans, furniture,
damaged the vehicle, and looted the valuables, including two
laptops, four mobile phones, and cash,” Yousef continued. To
ensure Cecil's protection, a local church-led organization
transferred Cecil to a safer location for six months. The
Christians hoped that this absence would allow the situation to
calm down.
In August, Cecil returned home to his family and, yet again, he
was attacked and brutally tortured by the same group of
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radicals. His father said, “The religiously motivated group
thrashed him badly. His foot was hit with some sharp weapon
causing the skin on his foot to peel off, exposing the bones.”
https://www.persecution.org/2018/10/31/pakistaniteenager-severely-tortured-confronting-islamic-radicals/
View point
Forced conversions in Sindh
Eleven-year-old Monika Luhano is back home safe and sound.
Thankfully. Yet to point out that she is among the fortunate ones
is an understatement. That she was recovered relatively swiftly
speaks volumes of mobilisation efforts on the part of the Hindu
community rather than, say, political impetus. Or, indeed, police
efficiency. For the little girl was abducted over the weekend
from her home in Sindh's Matiari district; immediately giving
rise to fears of forced conversion to Islam and, then, marriage.
This case should persuade the PPP government sitting at the
provincial helm that the time has come to revisit the question of
legislating against forced conversions; a violent practice that
the Hindu community terms 'genocide'. Indeed, it is shameful
that the political set-up capitulated to the religious right back in
2016 at the final hurdle. For despite the Sindh Assembly having
passed the Criminal Law (Protection of Minorities) Bill towards
this end — the then provincial governor refrained from signing it
into law.
Hardliners opposed the Bill on the grounds that no obstacles
may be put in the path of those wishing to embrace Islam. And
when it comes to the question of forced marriages to Muslim
men — religious clerics are quick to defend the supposed right
of the girl child to elope and marry of her free will. When such
moves undertaken even by adult Muslim women are sufficient
to incite honour killings.
Thus, far women's rights groups have been focusing on how
the Sindh Child Marriages Restraint Act, 2013 puts the legal
age of wedlock at 18 years. This is a good place to start. In fact,
adopting a purely legal perspective serves to take some of the
pressure off the Hindu community; which increasingly lives in
fear of reprisals or worse. Yet the systematic overlooking of the
religion question in the long-term risks strengthening the hand
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of the hardliners. Thus, the way forward must see a concerted
effort — led by the political set-up but in collaboration with civil
society and right groups as well as moderate Muslim clerics —
to frame forced conversion within the context of child marriage
as not only statutory rape but also ethnic cleansing. And those
at the forefront of such a campaign must build alliances within
the majority Muslim community. For ideological extremists
such as Hafiz Saeed and Khadim Rizvi harbour no love for the
latter either. The endgame must therefore be to rob these
actors of perceived moral legitimacy.
Naturally, none of this can happen overnight. But the PPP,
having spent a decade at the helm in Sindh, cannot afford to
squander yet more opportunities to safeguard the province's
Hindu community; comprising some six percent of the overall
population. Thus no more can it stand impotent as children are
abducted in broad daylight and, in Monika's case, from what
should be the safety of their own homes. *
https://dailytimes.com.pk/313795/forced-conversions-insindh-2/
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Discriminatory Laws
Discrimination
The word discrimination in various dictionaries is defined as:
· Treatment or consideration of, or making a
distinction in favor of or against, a person or thing
based on the group, class, or category to which that
person or thing belongs rather than on individual
merit.
· The unjust or prejudicial treatment of different
categories of people, especially on the grounds of
race, age, or sex.
Legal discrimination positive and negative
Constitution of Pakistan has maintained the discriminatory
nature from a long time; giving the partial rights to the minorities
at one side and violating them in the other. Constitution
contains much discrimination that is either positive or negative.
Constitution of Pakistan
Art. 20 Freedom to profess religion and to manage religious
institutions
Subject to law, public order and morality:- (a) every citizen shall
have the right to profess, practise and propagate his religion;
and (b) every religious denomination and every sect thereof
shall have the right to establish, maintain and manage its
religious institutions.
Article 22: Safeguards as to educational institutions in respect
of religion, etc.
?

(1) No person attending any educational institution
shall be required to receive religious instruction, or take
part in any religious ceremony, or attend religious
worship, if such instruction, ceremony or worship
relates to a religion other than his own.
(3)(a) no religious community or denomination shall be
prevented from providing religious instruction for pupils
of that community or denomination in any educational
institution maintained wholly by that community or
denomination; and
(4) Nothing in this Article shall prevent any public
authority from making provision for the advancement of

?

?
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any socially or educationally backward class of citizens.
Preamble of the Constitution of Pakistan
?

?

Fundamental rights to be guaranteed, including
equality of status, of opportunity and before law, social,
economic and political justice, and freedom of thought,
expression, belief, faith, worship and association,
subject to law and public morality;
Adequate provision shall be made to safeguard the
legitimate interests of minorities and backward and
depressed classes;

Discriminations in the Constitution
?

Article 2: Islam to be State religion Islam shall be the
State religion of Pakistan.
Article 31. Islamic way of life.
1) living in accordance with the fundamental principles
and basic concepts of Islam and to provide facilities
whereby they may be enabled to understand the
meaning of life according to the Holy Quran and
Sunnah.
(2) The state shall endeavor, as respects the Muslims
of Pakistan, :
(a) to make the teaching of the Holy Quran and Islamiat
compulsory, to encourage and facilitate the learning of
Arabic language and to secure correct and exact
printing and publishing of the Holy Quran;
(b) to promote unity and the observance of the Islamic
moral standards; and
(c) to secure the proper organization of zakat,[ushr,]
auqaf and mosques.
Article 36. Protection of minorities.

?

The State shall safeguard the legitimate rights and
interests of minorities, including their due
representation in the Federal and Provincial services

?

41. (2) President to be Muslim

?

91. (3) Prime Minister to be Muslim
Article 203 (E) Federal Shariat Court
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?

The Federal Shariat Court has power to declare any
law defunct if repugnant to Islam and to suggest
amendments in such laws under Art. 31-D.

?

A non-Muslim can neither be judge nor can appear as a
lawyer and witness in the Federal Shariat Court.
Maximum one can only be petitioner whereas the
petition is to be decided according to the Islamic
injunctions
Article 260 (3)

?

In the Constitution and all enactments and other legal
instruments, unless there is anything repugnant in the
subject or context

?

(a) "Muslim" means a person who believes in the unity
and oneness of Almighty Allah, in the absolute and
unqualified finality of the Prophethood of Muhammad
(peace be upon him), the last of the prophets, and does
not believe in, or recognize as a prophet or religious
reformer, any person who claimed or claims to be a
prophet, in any sense of the word or of any description
whatsoever, after Muhammad (peace be upon him);
and

?

(b) "non-Muslim" means a person who is not a Muslim
and includes a person belonging to the Christian,
Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist or Parsi community, a person of
the Quadiani Group or the Lahori Group who call
themselves 'Ahmadis' or by any other name or a Bahai,
and a person belonging to any of the Scheduled
Castes.

Declaration on the Elimination of all forms of Intolerance
and Discrimination based on Religion and Belief:
Effective measures:
4.1
All States shall take effective measures to prevent and
eliminate discriminations on the grounds of religion or belief in
the recognition, exercise and enjoyment of human rights and
fundamental freedoms in all fields of civil, economic, political,
social and cultural life.
4.2
All States shall make all efforts to enact or rescind
legislation where necessary to prohibit any such
discrimination, and to take all appropriate measures to combat
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intolerance on the grounds or other beliefs in this matter.
(Article 4)
National legislation:
7.1
The rights and freedoms set forth in the present
Declaration shall be accorded in national legislation in such a
manner that everyone shall be able to avail himself of such
rights and freedoms in practice.
(Article 7)
The Human Rights Monitor has enumerated the discriminatory
laws in Pakistan since 1997, when its first report came. With the
exception of repeal of Separate Electorate that too involved a
marathon campaign by religious minorities themselves, the
laws that happen to be discriminatory on the basis of religion
and belief did not change much. Therefore this chapter in the
report had to be repetitive.
Ever since the Objective Resolution was passed in 1949, the
Constitutional and legal framework in Pakistan has been bent
towards a theocratic and religiously biased polity.
Drafters of these laws ignored the International norms and
standards of human rights about non-discrimination thus this
framework totally missed out the value attached to the principle
of parity of citizens. Here are the examples and specimen of the
discrimination on the basis of religion and belief that has been
part and parcel of legal and juridical approach for over six
decades.
Sadly the Constitutional Review in 2009-10 kept itself totally
aloof from the question of discrimination. We are including the
recommendations sent to the Parliamentary Review
Committee by the National Commission for Justice and Peace
at the end of this chapter more over an article in the annexure to
explain the issue.
The Constitution defines citizens' beliefs:
In the constitution and all enactments and other legal
instruments, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject
or context;
“Muslim” means a person who believes in the unity and
oneness of Almighty Allah, in the absolute and unqualified
finality of the Prophet-hood of Muhammad (peace be upon
him), the last of the prophets, and does not believe in, or
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recognizes as a prophet, in any sense of the word or of any
description whatsoever, after Muhammad (peace be upon
him); and;
Article 260(3a)
“Non-Muslim” means a person who is not a Muslim and
includes a person belonging to the Christian, Hindu, Sikh,
Buddhist or Parsi community, a person of the Qadiani Group of
the Lahori Group (who call themselves “Ahmadis” or by any
other name), or a Bahai, and a person belonging to any of the
Scheduled Castes.
Artcile 260 (3b)
Following is a specimen of discriminations that
Constitution of Pakistan maintains and their effects:
Islam is the state religion
The head of State has to be a Muslim

Art. (2).
Art. 41(2).

The oath for Prime Minister in the third schedule of Art. 91 (3),
suggests that this office is also reserved for a Muslim. He is
required to declare his belief in finality of the Prophet-hood of
Muhammad (PBUH), Quran and Sunnah.
Effects
a)
A state only sets a bad precedent for its citizens by such
a reservation. It sends an unequivocal message that the rule of
merit can be compromised for the inclusion of the preferred
religious and that the exclusion of segments of citizenry is no
vice. Furthermore, the exclusivism, once underway, knows no
bounds.
b)
Such a constitutional and legislative approach gave
way to the self-image of a “never satisfied character” with selfpity a galore. On the other hand, the statutory endorsement of
discrimination created space for power politics. The political
stability became an elusive dream, because the very principle
of the equality of all citizens had been compromised in the most
authentic national document.
c)
The trickledown effect of these Articles was horrific.
The mindset influenced by these articles is reflected in
incidents of religious intolerance where individuals refused to
accept the right of religious minorities to occupy even the
pettiest of Government jobs. There is a chorus heard
everywhere now and then by religious and sectarian
organizations demanding removal of Ahmadis from 'key post'.
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Given these provisions and policies that culminated the
representation of religious minorities drastically changed
between 1950s and 1990s in the superior services, judiciary
and administration, because the discrimination on the basis of
religion became a legally and officially accepted norm.
More on the Constitution:
No law repugnant to Islamic injunctions (of course as
expounded by the clergy) can be enforced in Pakistan, Art. 227.
A Council of Islamic Ideology is functioning in the country for
past 50 years, with an advisory constitutional role to oversee
the Islamic sanction of a law till 1977 but a mandatory
intervention since the amendments introduced by Gen. Zia
regime;
Art. 203 A-J.
The Council neither had representation of religious minorities
nor were the sentiments and interest of religious minorities
taken into account in its recommendations. Yet the
consequences of its actions and its expenditures are borne by
the whole nation.
The Government is entrusted to promote the Islamic way of life
under.
Art.31.
The Federal Shariat Court has power to declare any law
defunct if repugnant to Islam and to suggest amendments in
such laws under.
Art. 31-D.
Federal Shariat Court is a parallel judicial system, whose utility
evaluated by a competent body and yet has not been. Its
jurisdiction extends to the whole of Pakistan. Article 203-E (4)
says that only a Muslim lawyer is entitled to appear before the
Federal Shariat Court.
A non-Muslim can neither be judge nor can appear as a lawyer
and witness in the Federal Shariat Court. At best one can only
be petitioner whereas the petition is to be decided according to
the Islamic injunctions.
There are divisive laws that discriminate on the basis of religion
and are a source of human rights violations:
a)

A Shariat Act was passed by the parliament in
1991, which made Sharia the “Supreme Law” of
the land. The Act also protects outdated and
redundant Personal Laws for religious minorities.
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b)

Zakat & Usher religious taxes for the Muslims)
laws discriminate not only between non-Muslims
and Muslims but also between Muslim sects.
Deducting Zakat by the banks has caused division
and discrimination among the citizens of Pakistan.
M o r e o v e r, t h e s e t a x e s , a c c o r d i n g t o
interpretations, are not to be spent on the welfare
of religious minorities.

c)

The Hudood and Zina Ordinance are part of
criminal law. It fails to make a distinction between
rape and adultery, (the Commission of Inquiry for
Women, constituted by the Government,
demanded repeal of this law in 1997) and makes a
religious law and punishments applicable to nonMuslims, which are against their belief system.

d)

The Qisas and Diyat Ordinance (Shariat Laws
regarding homicide and blood money) is part of
Pakistan Penal Code since 1990. Even though, it
has been criticized by eminent jurists and human
rights activists and should not be applicable to
non-Muslims.

e)

The Law of Evidence (Qanun-e-Shahadat) 1984
reduces the value of court testimony of a Muslim
woman and non-Muslim citizen to half of that of a
Muslim male, in cases constituted under Islamic
laws. Section 3 of this ordinance states: The court
shall determine the components of the witness in
accordance with the qualification, prescribed by
the injunctions of Islam, as laid down in Holy Quran
and Sunnah for witness, and, where such witness
is not forthcoming, the court may take the
evidence of a witness who may be available.

f)

Many lives have been lost and hundreds of
families have suffered due to blasphemy laws
(Sections 295-B & C, 298-A, B & C of the Pakistan
Penal Code), enforced gradually since the 1980,
These laws are a tool to persecute religious
minorities.

g)

There are some criminal laws that bar
appointment of a non-Muslim judge as presiding
officer (Judge). That must be a reason why in the
subordinate courts where the trials of criminal
cases take place there is hardly any non-Muslim
Human Rights Monitor 2019

judge in Pakistan's judiciary.
h)

The separate electorate based on religious
apartheid was abolished in 2002 after a struggle
for two decades. However, it continued to be in
practice in 2005 as far as local bodies system is
concerned.

There are a number of regulations and policies concerning;
syllabus for educational institutions, Government controlled
media, concessions for the inmates in jail, admissions and
filling vacancies that are based on biases for religious
minorities (discussed in first two chapters).
Recommendations

1. We demand a proviso in the Constitution of Pakistan so
that it acknowledges the diversity (multi-religious, multinational and multi-ethnic & linguistic status) of the
Pakistani society. The Constitution must make no
preferences among the citizens on the basis of religion.
Therefore; we demand repeal of Article 2, Article 31,
Article 31-D, Article 41, Article 203, Article 203 A-J and
Article 260.
2. The Constitution of Pakistan and statutory laws
(articles, and sections thereof) that discriminate against
religious minorities and are source of communal
disharmony must be repealed without delay. These
laws inter alia are Blasphemy laws (section 295-A, 295B, 295-C, 298-B and 298-C), laws of evidence Hadood
Ordinance and Shariat Act 1991.
3. We also demand abolition of policies styled on the
religious preference e.g. granting of 20 extra marks for
the ability to memorize the Holy Quran (Hafiz), six
months rebate to prisoners on learning the Holy Quran
and visit of the Government functionaries to religious
sites on state expenses.
4. We strongly urge the Government that prohibition laws
should be revised on the basis of logic and present
realistic application of law.
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Blasphemy Laws
Blasphemy laws in Pakistan were introduced through Sections
295 - B and 295 - C of the Pakistan Penal Code during the
dictatorial regime of General Zia -ul- Haq. Over the years,
blasphemy laws of Pakistan have been central instrument for
persecuting religious minorities. Before 1980s, hardly any case
of blasphemy surfaced. However hundreds of innocent
persons started reporting when these laws were introduced
during 1980 –1986.
Blasphemy laws make no distinction between a deliberate
action and an unintended mistake. The text of the law ignores
the psychological conditions and knowledge about the
consequences of one's act (a minor, a non-believer and an
insane person).
Increasing militancy and extremism in the social behavior of
Pakistani society has made the blasphemy laws a tool to abuse
the law. Insane people had been more vulnerable in this regard.
They did not know about their actions, however they had to pay
the price for their ignorance.
The most threatening aspect of the blasphemy laws in Pakistan
is that a simple act can turn into blasphemy allegation that can
result into death penalty. Aasia Bibi brought water for her
Muslim co-worker women, which resulted into a blasphemy
allegation. It took 9 long years to establish her innocence. You
have to just accuse a person. You need not to convince anyone.
The whole community pours down displaying vengeful anger
to take the life of the defendant, regardless if the courts find the
accused innocent.
Government initiative
Senate committee recommends punishment for false
accusations of blasphemy
A Senate Special Committee on Human Rights on March 6,
2018 recommended that perpetrators of false accusations of
blasphemy should be given the same punishment as set for
those convicted for blasphemy.
"Anyone falsely accusing someone of blasphemy should be
subjected to the same punishment as a person convicted of
blasphemy," the recommendation stated.
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The punishment for blasphemy in Pakistan ranges from
several years in prison to a death sentence. Under existing
laws, a person making a false accusation can only face
proceedings under Section 182 of the Pakistan Penal Code,
which entails a maximum punishment of six months, or a mere
Rs1,000 fine.
The recommendation also stated that anyone looking to
register a blasphemy case at a police station should bring two
witnesses to support their accusation.
Push for equal punishment
In October, 2017 the Islamabad High Court (IHC) suggested
that parliament should make the blasphemy law tougher by
fixing the same punishment for any person misusing it or falsely
accusing someone of blasphemy. The recommendation was
made in a long order addressing a petition, seeking the
elimination of blasphemous content from social media.
https://www.dawn.com/news/1351121
Following are cases reported during year 2018, which need
attention of everybody interested in the subject of law.
Court's judgments
Supreme Court dismissed plea against acquitted man in
blasphemy case
Summary
The Supreme Court on February 22, 2018 dismissed a plea
against the 2017 acquittal of an accused in a blasphemy case.
incident / update
A three-judge bench headed by Justice Asif Saeed Khosa and
comprising Justice Dost Muhammad Khan and Justice Syed
Mansoor Ali Shah took up a plea against the Lahore High Court
(LHC) order to acquit accused Malik Ishaq.
Ishaq was arrested in 2009 and was awarded a death sentence
in 2011 by a trial court on charges of blasphemy under sections
295 A and C. However, the LHC acquitted him due to lack of
evidence in 2017. Later, the complainant Asadullah challenged
the acquittal of the accused in the apex court.
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1641629/1-sc-dismissesplea-acquitted-blasphemy-case/
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Death Sentence
Death sentenced to a faith healer in blasphemy case
Summary
Mr. Arshad Sardar was sentenced to death and a Rs 50,000
fine by Additional District and Sessions Court Judge Raja
Safder Iqbal on September 13, 2018 in a blasphemy case
registered with Yousafwala, district Sahiwal Police Station in
2015.
Incident / update
Complainant Hanif Athar alleged, Sardar, a faith healer of
village 93/9-L, uttered blasphemous words about sacred
religious personalities. The case was registered on May 5,
2015
https://www.dawn.com/news/1432813
Death sentenced for Mashal Khan's murder
Court sentenced one man to death and handed life terms to five
others for murdering a student of Mass Communication, Mr.
Mashal Khan (25) who was falsely accused of blasphemy.
Twenty-five others were convicted of lesser offences in the
case and 26 people were acquitted.
Mashal Khan was dragged out of his university
accommodation in Mardan in April 2017 by a crowd of
hundreds of his fellow students. He was badly beaten before
being shot and his body mutilated.
During their investigation, police determined that there was no
evidence against Mashal Khan proving that he had committed
blasphemy. His killing was ruled to have been premeditated
murder. Some of the 50 people who gave testimonies to the
court said he had angered the university administration by
criticizing their management in the weeks before his death.
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-42970587
Acquittal
Anjum Sandhu acquitted by the court
Summary
Anjum Sandhu, a Christian blasphemy accused, was acquitted
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by a local court on March 13, 2018 by Justice Mr. Sayyed
Mazahar Ali Hussain Naqvi and Justice Mr. Mushtaq Ahmad
due to lack of substantial evidence against him. Anjum was on a
death row since two years.
Background / Incident
In May 2015, a Christian (Javed Naz) and a Muslim (Jafar Ali)
reportedly blackmailed Anjum regarding a fake blasphemous
audio recording and extorted twenty thousand rupees from
Anjum. Later they demanded fifty thousand rupees. Anjum
informed the police and the two persons were arrested. They
claimed that Anjum had used “blasphemous” words during a
religious discussion.
In June 2016, a local court convicted him of blasphemy and
handed him capital punishment. According to the defense
council, “ The case was fabricated. No evidence was found that
could prove that Anjum had any religious discussion with the
complainant. It was a case of no evidence.
https://www.christiansinpakistan.com/christianembroiled-in-a-fabricated-blasphemy-case-acquitted-bythe-court/
Aasia Bibi acquitted by Supreme Court
Summary
The Supreme Court on October 31, 2018
acquitted Aasia Bibi, a Christian woman
sentenced to death on blasphemy
charges, after accepting her appeal
against her sentence.
A three-judge bench headed by Chief
Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Mr. Mian Saqib
Nisar, Justice Mr. Asif Saeed Khosa and
Justice Mr. Mazhar Alam Khan Miankhel
reserved its ruling on Aasia Bibi's final legal appeal against
execution (Asia Bibi v. The State, etc) on October 8, 2018.
Background / Incident
In 2009 Aasia Bibi was falsely accused of committing
blasphemy by her co-workers. She denied the allegation
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however the Judge (Muhammad Naveed Iqbal) of session
court of Sheikhupura (Muhammad) sentenced her to death.
Aasia Bibi appealed against the decision in Lahore High Court
that was rejected in 2014 upholding the death penalty. She filed
an application against the verdict with the Apex Court. On
October 8, 2018 a three-judge bench headed by the Chief
Justice of Pakistan Mian Saqib Nisar, Justice Asif Saeed Khosa
and Justice Mazhar Alam Khan Miankhel acquitted Aasia Bibi.
The ruling by a three-judge panel stated that the prosecution
had “categorically failed to prove its case beyond reasonable
doubt”. The evidence against Mrs Aasia Bibi was thin, and an
alleged confession was clearly unsafe as it was supposedly
produced after she had been attacked and beaten by an angry
mob.
“Her conviction is set aside and she is to be relieved forthwith, if
not required in other charges,” the chief justice, Saqib Nasir,
said.
The 56-page detailed judgment was written by the Chief
Justice of Pakistan Mian Saqib Nisar including a separate
concurrent opinion note from Justice Khosa.
"Tolerance is the basic principle of Islam," the top judge read
out, noting that the religion condemns injustice and oppression.
"If our religion of Islam comes down heavily upon commission
of blasphemy, then Islam is also very tough against those who
level false allegations of a crime," the judgement said.
"It is a well settled principle of law that one who makes an
assertion has to prove it. Thus, the onus rests on the
prosecution to prove guilt of the accused beyond reasonable
doubt throughout the trial," noted the top judge in the order.
"Presumption of innocence remains throughout the case until
such time the prosecution on the evidence satisfies the court
beyond reasonable doubt that the accused is guilty of the
offence alleged against him.
"The expression 'proof beyond reasonable doubt' is of
fundamental importance to criminal justice: it is one of the
principles which seeks to ensure that no innocent person is
convicted.
"Keeping in mind the evidence produced by the prosecution
against the alleged blasphemy committed by the appellant, the
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prosecution has categorically failed to prove its case beyond
reasonable doubt," concluded the chief justice.
The court further noted "it is not for the individuals, or a
gathering (mob), to decide as to whether any act falling within
the purview of Section 295-C has been committed or not,
because as stated earlier, it is the mandate of the court to make
such decision after conducting a fully qualified trial and on the
basis of credible evidence brought before it".
The CJP ended the judgement with a hadith of the Holy Prophet
(Peace Be Upon Him) on the rights of minorities.
Justice Khosa, in his note, said: "Blasphemy is a serious
offence but the insult of the appellant's religion and religious
sensibilities by the complainant party and then mixing truth with
falsehood in the name of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (Peace
Be Upon Him) was also not short of being blasphemous."
Thousands of protesters gathered in the streets of cities of
Pakistan. They blocked roads and damaged the infrastructure
while opposing the ruling of the court. Protests were led by
hard-line Muslim clerics including religo-political parties like
Tehreek-e-Labaik Pakistan (TLP).
TLP protester said, “Traffic will remain blocked until Aasia Bibi
is hanged. The daily newspaper Dawn reported that TLP
leadership called for the death of Pakistan Chief Justice Saqib
Nisar and two other judges on the panel that acquitted Aasia
Bibi.
Update
On May 8, 2019 Pakistani government confirmed that Aasia
Bibi has left the country. Later, her lawyer confirmed that she
had reached Canada.
https://www.dawn.com/news/1442396
Life imprisonment
A mentally disable Christian Yaqoob Bashir got life
sentence in prison
Summary
On September 28, 2018 a Session and District court in Mirpur
Khas handed life imprisonment sentence to Yaqoob Bashir (25)
under section 295-C of Pakistan Penal Code for blasphemy
charges. Bashir was reportedly mentally disabled.
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Background / Incident
Back in June 2015, Yaqoob Bashir was accused of committing
blasphemy. He was accused of burning Quranic verses.
Consequently, an FIR number 41/15 was lodged against
Yaqoob and was booked by the police under section 295-B and
C on June 5, 2015. Yaqoob had been reportedly receiving
medical treatment for his mental illness prior to the incident. He
remained behind the bars for three years before the court finally
convicted him. He was accused of using derogatory language
against Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him).
Father of the Yaqoob claimed that his son was innocent. He
said, “He did not insult or did any kind of blasphemy. His mind
does not work normally.”
https://www.christiansinpakistan.com/25-year-oldmentally-disabled-pakistani-christian-gets-life-in-prisonover-blasphemy-charges/
Man sentenced to life
On January 31, 2018 Anti-Terrorism Court in Swat sentenced a
man to life imprisonment for blasphemy in Chitral. The court
also imposed a fine of Rs300, 000 on the convict. The man was
arrested in a blasphemy case in the Diamer area of Chitral in
June, 2017. .
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1623356/1-man-sentencedlife-blasphemy/
Muslim victims
Woman arrested on charge of blasphemy
Summary
On March 11, 2018, Daska City police arrested a Muslim
woman (42) for committing blasphemy. Locals claimed that the
accused woman was mentally retarded and had been under
treatment in mental hospital Lahore.
Incident
According to the first information report lodged under sections
298 and 298-A PPC, one Rehman Mahmood Anwar alleged
that the woman had publicly committed blasphemy against the
prophets and companions of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
near a tea stall on Bank Road in Daska.
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Update
The police arrested the suspect and shifted her to the Sialkot
District Jail and started investigation into the case.
https://www.dawn.com/news/1394707
Christian Victims
Patras Masih booked for 'blasphemy'
Summary
On February 19, 2018 a case was lodged against a young
Christian Mr. Patras Masih under blasphemy law after he was
accused of sharing hate material on social media, in Shahdara,
Lahore.
Incident
On February 19, 2018 hundreds of
people blocked the main road after
sacrilegious contents appeared on
social media. The protestors later
marched towards GT Road (Shahdara),
burnt tires and continued protest from
morning till evening. The protestors demanded immediate
demanded the arrest of the accused.
The FIR was lodged under Section 295-C of the Pakistan Penal
Code (PPC) in the wake of the day-long agitation by people
including religious parties.
Update
Police arrested the suspect and sent to jail. .
https://www.dawn.com/news/1390471
Tension raised after blasphemy law invoked against six
Christians
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Summary
On February 23, 2018 six Christians in Faisalabad were
accused of committing blasphemy. A local cleric Munawar
Shehzad alleged that the said six Christian persons insulted a
“NAAT”. He accused that the accused persons had barred him
from spray painting a wall the “Kalma Tayabba” (an Islamic
proclamation). A case was registered (FIR # 238/18) against six
Christians namely Fayaz Masih, Riaz Masih, Imtiaz Masih,
Sarfraz Masih, Saqib Masih and Mrs. Riaz.
Incident
As narrated by a local Christian activist Pervez Hayat, “it was
an issue over kite flying which was fabricated into a religious
dispute. Christian and Muslim children got into a fight over
catching a kite in the street which later involved the elders of the
two families” said Pervez Hayat.
“The dispute enraged the other party and as a result Muslim
Party defaced the Bible verses painted on the boundary wall of
the Khushkhabri Church. Muslims wanted to inscribe the name
of an Islamic political party however Christians resisted the
move that made the dispute religious.” He concluded.
https://www.christiansinpakistan.com/tension-arisen-infaisalabads-neighborhood-after-blasphemy-law-invokedagainst-six-christians/
Blasphemy accusation draws mob to Christian street
Summary
On August 02, 2018 a Christian youth Farhan Aziz (26) was
arrested for allegedly sending blasphemous text messages
from a cell phone registered with his name in Muslim Town
Gujranwala.
Incident
Aziz ran a photocopying shop in the town. The family of Farhan
claimed that the family of ex-girlfriend had sent blasphemous
messages from a sim registered with Farhan's name.
According to Mr. Asif (uncle of Farhan), Farhan had a
relationship with a girl which broke up after the girl got involved
with some other man. Farhan demanded money which the girl
had borrowed from him. Despite returning the money, the
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family members of the girl
reportedly sent blasphemous
messages from the cell phone that was registered with
Farhan's name. Farhan had given this cell phone to his
girlfriend. Local Pastor Niamat Bhatti also confirmed that
Farhan had bought a mobile for his girlfriend.
Mr Asif said that a mob attacked Farhan. They wanted to kill him
however the police took him in their custody. Meanwhile local
Christians left their houses to save their lives.
Update
According to Police chief Anwar, accused was arrested and
case was forwarded to the FIA as it fell under the Prevention of
Electronic Crimes Act of 2016
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2018/08/manarrested-after-blasphemy-accusation-draws-mob-topakistan-towns-only-christian-street/
Hindu Victims
Teenage Hindu boy arrested for allegedly posting
blasphemous content on social media
Summary
On July 31, 2018, a 19 years old a Hindu boy was booked by
police for allegedly posting blasphemous content on social
media in Mirpurkhas Mirwa Gorchani (Sindh province). A case
was filed against him under section 295-A of Pakistan Penal
Code on the complaint of a local cleric Mohammad Anwar
Somro.
Incident
A Muslim cleric Mohammad Anwar Somro accused a Hindu
boy (19) of posting blasphemous content on social media.
Somro alleged that the accused had wounded the religious
feelings of Muslims.
According to a local residents the accused was upset as his
teenager sister Ganga had embraced Islam a few days earlier.
Moreover, he doubted that some other members of his family
were expected to convert to Islam.
The boy was charged under section 295-A PPC (deliberate and
malicious acts intended to outrage religious feelings of any
class by insulting its religion or religious belief)
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Update
The accused was sent on 14-days remand on the same day
after his arrest.
https://www.dawn.com/news/1424257
Ahmadi victims
Ahmadi faces blasphemy allegation
Summary
On January 20, 2018, Saeed Ahmed Waraich was reportedly
falsely charged of blasphemy (under Section 295-C PPC) in
Tandlianwala police station district Faisalabad. The accused
was taken into custody before registration of the case.
Incident
Waraich had an argument with a local shopkeeper over an antiAhmadiya sticker. Both settled the matter peacefully. However,
later a Muslim cleric reportedly fabricated a story and filed a
complaint against Waraich with the police station.
Sentiments of local Muslims were incited. A mob tried to attack
the house of the accused however local elders controlled the
situation. Ahmedi families left the place to save their lives.
Update
The accused was sent to jail.
https://www.persecutionofahmadis.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/02/Newsreport-January-2018.pdf
Fabricated blasphemy case against Ahmadi
Summary
In a town of Chobara, Layyah (South Punjab) a case of
blasphemy was registered (case # 288/18) against an Ahmadi
Javed Ahmad Ghuman, resident of village 368/ TDA on July 01,
2018. The complainant alleged that the accused had tempted a
Muslim with money to convert to Ahmadi religion and uttered
blasphemous words against the Prophet of Islam.
Incident
A local Muslim cleric, Sufi Ahmad Hassan had a dispute over
some agriculture land with Mushtaq Ahmad (uncle of accused).
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The court had decided against Sufi Hassan. On May 25, 2018
an Ahmadi Ghuman died. Sufi Hassan opposed his burial in the
common graveyard. As a result police forbade Ahmadis to bury
the deceased there .
A local Muslim became fed up of the conduct of the cleric Sufi
Hassan. He reportedly told him that he would have nothing to
do with him in future. Moreover he joined Ahmadis for prayers.
Sufi Hassan and his friends were unhappy at the development.
In order to take revenge, they reportedly agitated and
approached police to register a case of blasphemy.
Update
Police were unable to arrest the accused, however they
arrested his brother Mukhtar Ahmad Ghuman and said that he
would be released only if the accused was presented.
https://www.persecutionofahmadis.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/07/News-Report-June-2018.pdf
Accused of blasphemy
Summary
In August 2018, an Ahmadi Muhammad Inam Nasir was
arrested for blasphemy in Och Sharif, District Bahawalpur.
Incident
Nasir got repaired the sewage in front of his house in 2006. The
mason used papers to cover the gutter. After twelve years when
the lid of the gutter broke, the papers surfaced, on which
religious inscriptions were reportedly written.
People gathered there and called Nasir a blasphemer. A group
of Muslims attacked his house. However the police took Nasir
into their custody.
Nasir had been reportedly receiving threats and was asked to
shift somewhere else. The sewage work had been done 12
years before while papers found there were reportedly fresh.
Update
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Nasir was in jail till the filing of this report.
https://www.persecutionofahmadis.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/09/News-Report-August-2018.pdf
A case against an Ahmadi for undertaking Qurbani
Summary
A case of blasphemy was registered against Shahid Hussain
an Ahmadi for performing Islamic rituals in a town Sadhokey,
District Gujranwala in August 2018.
Incident
Shahid undertook Qarbani on Eid-ul-Azha (Muslim scarifice
animals on this Eid as a religious ritual). His neighbor
complained to police that Shahid had performed Islamic ritual.
Police registered a case against Shahid under 298-C PPC.
Update
Shahid got a pre-arrest bail however on September 11, 2018
the additional sessions judge cancelled the bail.
https://www.persecutionofahmadis.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/10/009-News-Report-September2018.pdf
Ahmadis wrongfully accused of blasphemy
Summary
On October 30, 2018 local people of Daroghwala Chowk,
Mughalpura Lahore, reportedly alleged Ahmadi community for
throwing pages of Holy Quran on the road which carried holy
verses.
Incident
An unknown person threw a blue shopping bag on the road.
Shopping bag carried pages of Holy Quran which scattered on
the road. People collected them and took to the Imam of a
madrassa (head of the religious seminary). He gathered his
students and protested against blasphemy. They blocked the
road and accused Ahmadis of the act. They demanded of the
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police to register an FIR against them.
Update
Local DSP registered an FIR against unknown persons.
https://www.persecutionofahmadis.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/12/News-Report-November2018.pdf
Extra Judicial killing
Rebuked for skipping classes, student kills college principal,
accuses him of blasphemy
Summary
On January 22, 2018 a 12 grade student Faheem Shah in a
private college in Charsadda, shot his principal after being
censured for being absent from college. He fired six shots at the
principal.
Incident
In November 2017, Faheem Shah attended a sit-in at
Faizabad, Islamabad organized by religio-political parties. The
principal of the college snubbed the student for being absent
from the college.
According to Faheem Shah's video statement, he believed that
the principal had committed blasphemy. It was told that the
student was angry that he was marked absent during the days
he was attending the Faizabad sit-in.
Update
There was no update received about this case till the filing of
this report
https://www.dawn.com/news/1384553/rebuked-forskipping-classes-student-kills-college-principalaccuses-him-of-blasphemy
PREVIOUS
A Christian entangled in a fake blasphemy case
On May 8, 2018 Nadeem Samson (44), a Christian, embroiled
in blasphemy case appeared before the court. Samson
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(mentally handicapped), who has been seeking legal
assistance since he was accused and has failed to find a
lawyer. He was accused of committing blasphemy in
November, 2017.
His case became very serious as the FIR # 123 registered
against him invoked most sections as had never been
happened before. Police charged him with Sections 295A,
295C, 298A of the Pakistan Penal Code. Moreover, 12 other
sections including 3/4, 11/13, 14/16, 20, 419, 420, 468, 471,109
of PPC.
He was arrested by the police on November 24, 2017 and was
taken to an unknown location. Since then, none of the lawyers
agreed to provide him legal assistance. He appeared before
the court but no progress was posible in this case because
there is no defense lawyer.
Details emerge that Nadeem has been embroiled in this case
on the grounds of property dispute with a Muslim Mr. Abdul
Haq. Abdul Haq has illegally seized property of Nadeem's
uncle. Subsequently, Nadeem offered to pay cost of the
property to Abdul Haq and get his uncle's property back. It has
been alleged that in the course of transaction, Haq got
Nadeem's National Identity Card copy and bought a SIM that
was registered with Nadeem's ID card. He used the SIM to
send derogatory messages using Facebook. After sometime,
Haq plotted to get rid of Nadeem and conspired against him.
Police booked Nadeem and burnt his house in Lahore,
charging him of committing blasphemy.
At the same time, police hunted for his brother and family in
order to arrest them too. Nadeem's family went into hiding to
save their lives.
https://www.christiansinpakistan.com/blasphemyaccused-pakistani-christian-appears-before-courtwithout-defense-lawyer/
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Victims of Blasphemy Laws (Summary 2018)

10/009NewsReportSeptember
-2018.pdf

Land Grabbing and Eviction
“Respected sir (Speaker Assembly), kindly pay attention
to the nonsense done by the Sikhs, who, after living for
years in this province, have at once left it and created a
gigantic problem for us (Christians). The government
might know better but our estimates show that about
60,000 families or 200,000 people of our community, who
worked as sepis or atharis (village dependents) for Sikhs
in this province, have become homeless after the partition
commotion.” These were the words of a Christian
Parliamentarian S.P Singha in the Punjab Assembly on
January 20, 1948, while expressing the plight of Christians in
the newly formed state of Pakistan.
Today even after 72 years the situation remains the same.
Properties belonging to Non-Muslim, personal as well as
Churches, temples and graveyards are vulnerable to the
mischief of land grabbers. The violators include institutions and
individuals.
Properties of Christians in Pakistan are an easy target for land
grabbers as the Christian community is the most deprived,
weak and vulnerable segment of the society. They are unable
to recover their individual or collective property from the
Muslims, either by force or by legal means. Since the
community members are unable to bear the expenses of
prolonged judicial matters, they often choose to endure it,
moreover the victim does not find any kind of support from the
administration.
According to the report of National Commission for Justice and
Peace (Human Rights Monitor 2006 Page 92) Eviction of
occupants affects the religious minorities more severely
especially when government provides no resettlement and
rehabilitation. A discriminatory implementation has been
observed also, generally as regards to regularization of the
illegal settlements. In Ittehad Colony, Guju Matta Lahore,
around 800 poor Christians were evicted from their houses on
September 9 and 10, 2011 with less than a day's notice, some
could not even clear all the belongings out, before the
bulldozers came in. This slum ( 150 houses) was demolished to
create an alternate road to a nearby fruit and vegetable market.
The community had lived in that location since 1998 when they
were forced to move out after eviction from another slum to
make way for a housing project.
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Earlier in January 2012 the government demolished a Church
property Gosha e Aman on Allama Iqbal Road, Garhi Shahu
Road Lahore. The property was registered as the Lahore
Charitable Association and was managed by CARITAS
Pakistan. Church went to the court and the matter is sub judice
till now.
In 1975, a Catholic Priest Fr. Derick Muskeeta settled around
900 Christian families in villages to a village in district Muzafar
Ghar in a desert to reside and cultivate it. The Christian
community named the village after the priest's name
“Derickabad” {Derick Town}. After the hard work of years, they
made the barren land into a fertile piece of land, however most
of the land of Christians was grabbed by influential Muslim
landlords.
Whether it is a Church, a house, a school or graveyard, it could
be grabbed and occupied by Muslims anywhere and anytime.
Christians are voiceless in this regard and could do nothing
expect crying for their fate. Even the judicial system couldn't
help the victims and therefore, Christians keep suffering.
In 2018 at least 7 cases of land grabbing against Christians
were reported. Surely, there were more on the ground, however
only few showed up on the surface.
24 Christian families want state to ensure land
compensation
Summary
Christian families demanded of the Prime Minister of Pakistan
and the Chief Justice of Pakistan to ensure land compensation
to them. These families claim that they were promised plots as
compensation for their houses; demolished in 1992.
Incident / Background
24 Christian families lived in Christian Colony, Bhekeywal,
Nizam Block, Wahdat Road, Lahore. In 1992, LDA (Lahore
Development Authorities) reportedly demolished their houses
without any prior legal notice. According to the representative
of the affected families, the families protested and approached
the Chief Minister Punjab Mian Manzoor Watto. As a result of
intervention of CM, LDA Director General ordered to alot three
marla plots in Khyber Block, Nadeem Shaheed Road and
Allama Iqbal town to the affected families.
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Till January 24, 1998, the affected families had paid the price of
the allotted plots. Despite payment, the affected families have
not been granted possession of the alotted plots. Christian
families reportedly moved to Lahore High Court. LHC directed
LDA to handover the allotted plots to the petitioners.
Update
The affected families now have urged the Prime Minister and
the Chief Justice to take effective steps in order to compensate
them.
https://www.christiansinpakistan.com/lahore-24christian-families-want-state-to-ensure-landcompensation/
Property belonging to Church and community
Historic Graveyard at Attock (Gora Qabarstan)
Summary
On November 8, 2018 an illegal encroachment on the land of
graveyard of Christian community of Attock Cantonment was
reported.
Incident
Land of graveyard of Christian community in Attock
cantonment was grabbed by land Mafia. According to Rev.
Javed, the land grabbers have constructed a market on the
land and have occupied the gate also. Market has obstructed
the entry from one side.
Local people dumped construction material in the premises of
graveyard. Cantonment Board fixed a trash bin at the alternate
entry route to the graveyard. It is a historical graveyard called
Gora Qaberstan.
https://www.christiansinpakistan.com/attockencroachment-on-graveyard-land-ticks-local-christiancommunity-off/
A Church set ablaze in Shahdara, Lahore
On April 15, 2018 a church in Lahore's Shahdara Town, was
torched by vandals. It was Sunday when the under construction
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building of the church was set on fire. The church is situated in
Paracha Colony, in Shahdara Town area. An FIR was lodged in
the local police.
The motive behind the attack was reported to have possession
over the Church property.
https://www.christiansinpakistan.com/vandals-set-fireto-a-church-in-shahdara-town-lahore/
A Catholic Church in Faisalabad
Summary
In July 2018, a Catholic Church in district Faisalabad was
attacked in order to snatch the property.
Incident
Four armed men attacked a Catholic church on July 13, 2018 in
Faisalabad's Harsa Kot Thesil Samundri District. At the time of
the incident, some 20 worshipers were inside praying.
The attackers beat up and threatened the worshippers. They
had firearms. They also vandalized some sacred objects and
tried to set fire to the building but were stopped by the police
after it arrived on the scene.It was reportedly done to snatch the
property of the Church.
http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Four-men-arrested-inconnection-with-an-attack-against-a-Catholic-church-inFaisalabad-44478.html
St. Mathew Church in a village of Kasur
Summary
On August 02, 2018 a charged mob of over 50 Muslim men, led
by Mukhtar Ahmad, a local Muslim, attacked the Christians at
Waran Chak Balyana village in Kasur. Two of the victims were
severely injured, as one of them 18-year-old, Christian girl
received stitches on her lips along with 10-year-old Christian
boy whose arm bone sustained a fracture as a result of the
assault.
Incident
Local Christians were constructing St. Mathew Catholic
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Church. On August 02, 20118 Ahmad along with other Muslims
tried to wipe off the under-construction Church with the help of
a tractor. Local Christians tried to stop the Muslims, however
the mob thrashed them badly leaving two victims severely
injured.
Background
Local landlord wanted to snatch the Church property. He
wanted to include it to his land for cultivation. Lower court had
issued a “stay-order” for the piece of land. Muslims wanted to
grab the property using their social and religious pressure.
Update
Local Christians complained that police did not register an FIR
against the culprits. Rather police pressurized them to keep
silent. Christians were reportedly warned not to publicize the
incident. The case was not registered till the filling of this report.
https://www.christiansinpakistan.com/kasur-chargedmob-attacks-christians-over-church-property-dispute/
Property belonging to individuals
It has been observed that false allegation of blasphemy often
levelled against Christians in order to snatch their properties.
Joseph colony, a neighborhood of around 200 Christian
families was attacked and set on fire when a young Christian
Sawan Masih was accused of committing blasphemy. Since
2013, Sawan Masih, the victim maintains that he was falsely
accused due to a property dispute between himself and his
friend.
Leave the house or face dire consequences
On September 21, 2018 twelve armed men set on fire a house
of a Christian Bashir Masih, in Gujar Khan, Rawalpindi. The
intruders beat men, women and children present in the house.
According to Bashir Masih ( a retired sanitary worker of health
department), we are the only Christian family. I have built this
house. My children work and we earn enough for ourselves.
He alleged that Muhammad telephoned my son Fayyaz and
threatened him to vacate the house within three days failing
which they would kill us.
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The Pakistan Centre for Law and Justice (PCLJ) is providing
legal assistance to the family, said Napolean Qayyum, an
official of the rights outfit.
Qayyum said the incident was clearly an attempt to grab the
house of the Christian family as all the accused nominated in
the FIR were notorious in the area for their criminal activities.
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2018/09/25/christianfamilys-house-van-torched-in-land-grab-bid-in-gujarkhan/
Gosha-e- Aman
Summary
A Church property called “Gosha e Aman” (Peace Center) was
grabbed in December 2018 in Lahore. However, the church
leadership, managed to reclaim their land the next day.
Gosha e Aman
Gosha e Aman is property of Charitable Association. It was
bought by some English and Anglo-Indian families in 1887 for
poor, old and helpless people. It was initially registered in 1860
under Act XXI. The property comprised 18 kanal and 19 Marla
(one kanal = 5445 sq feet, One Marla = 272.25 Sq feet). The
property is located at Alama Iqbal Road Ghari Shahu (then 44
Meo Road). The land was purchased by D.A. Braganza paying
Rs: 7773/.
Mr. Sorbey was the first elected Superintendent along with 14
other members. In 1908 the place was named Charitable
Association. Some widows were brought here and a kind of
handwork was started. Meanwhile Sisters took care of these
women. During first World War (1914-1918) women sewed
uniform of Army and Railway workers. Six more quarters were
built for needy and helpless people in 1920. Majority of the
residents were widows, there the place was also called
“Gareeb Khana” (House of the poor).
In 1921, the members of Charitable Association built a new
building that was completed in 1923. It cost Rs: 10545
Afterwards in 1927, administration decided that the Charitable
Association would bear the expenses of St. An Mary Homes for
Widows. In 1937, after completion of 50 years, it was named as
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“ Stranger's Home” (ãæ ÒÑÌäí Ó). In 1945, after departure of
Anglo-Indian and English families handwork was closed. The
place became home of old people.
On June 16, 1963 Department of Mutual Help (íã ÇÈÏÇÏãÇ)
,Labor and Social Welfare West Pakistan issued a certificate of
registration to Charitable Association. Mrs Start Ford remained
part of the administration committee from 1903 to 1964. After
her resignation Charge was handover to Rev Fr. Morien
(O. F. M.Cap), the Parish Priest of St Anthony, Empress Road
Lahore. During Pak-India war 1965, the injured soldiers were
taken care of over here.
After the war, the number of residents increased. Hence to run
the institution smoothly and meet the expenses, Fr. Yojeen
(O. F. M. Cap) decided to take rent from residents and
shopkeepers. Meanwhile WASA provided water connection. In
1966 the residents and shopkeepers stopped paying rent and
donors also stopped their support As a result the institute faced
financial problems. In 1967 the institute got telephone
connection and in 1970, it got gas connection.
In 1980 the institution was handed over to the Sisters of
Daughters of Cross and Sister Dorothy was made its in-charge.
In 1990, the committee selected Fr. Andrew Francis (Former
Bishop of Multan) as Chairman and Ms. De Melo as Secretary.
Meanwhile the administration changed its name from “
Strangers Home” to “ Gosha-e- Aman”.
In July 1995 a Christian girl Agnes introduced herself as a
teacher and asked permission to live there, that was granted.
Afterwards the problems for the institution started. Her room
was near the gate. Visit of suspected people continued to Ms.
Agnes. She was asked to leave the place. She begged for
permission to let her stay for a few days that she may arrange,
alternate place that was granted. However, meanwhile she got
a “Stay Order” from the court and started paying the rent to the
court. It continued till 2000. Meanwhile Cecil Chaudhry
(Chairman)and Raymond Rozario (Secretary) permitted some
people to reside there.
As the dispute with Ms. Agnes turned into a continuous
problem, Sisters of Charity left the administration of “ Gosha -eAman”. This administration was handed over to F.T.L Sisters. In
2002 Mr. Cecil Chaudhry appointed Mr. Naimat Massy as
administrator of “ Gosha -e- Aman “. Earlier the bills of Gas,
Electricity and Water were paid by CARITAS Pakistan Lahore,
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however the new administrator got the residents separate
meters. The residents could not pay the bills and connections
were cut off.
Naimat Massy got the verdicts in the favor of “ Gosha -e- Aman”
from the courts. A number of cases were filed against Ms.
Agnes. However Agnes kept on working to sell the property.
She gave possession of the place where she lived. Catholic
Church went to court against such acts. Meanwhile in 2011
during the activities of Festival of Mother Marry (in
Mariamabad), the persons who took illegal possession
demolished a block and some quarters.
Local congregation, Social leaders, Sisters and Fathers filed a
complaint with the police. On January 10, 2012 government of
The Punjab demolished the building. Bibles, Holy Crosses and
other sacred vessels and things were desecrated. Punjab
government took illegal possession of the place.
The legal owner of the property, Catholic Church, went to the
court against the illegal act of the Punjab Government. The
case is under trial till now.
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Report

Okara Military Farms
The Okara Military Farms were developed under the British Raj
from 1913 on wards. The land was owned by the British army
and after 1947 it automatically stood transferred to the Pakistan
Army. For decades, the army used to get share from the
produce of the farms, but under the rule of retired Gen Pervez
Musharraf, a contract system was introduced and farmers were
made to pay rent in cash. It was also decided that the military
could ask tenants to vacate the land at any time.
Consequently, the farmers established an Anjuman-iMazareen to protect their rights, while the military began
demanding that the land be vacated. This led to protests
against the military, while cases of terrorism, extortion and theft
were frequently registered against those who allegedly refused
to vacate the land.
In April 2016, the Anjuman-i-Mazareen held a protest in the
federal capital, which received extraordinary coverage with
prominent politicians visiting the protest. The issue was also
taken up in the Senate,.
Human Rights Commissioner Chaudhry Mohammad Shafique
told Dawn that NCHR took suo motu notice of the issue in May
2016.
“Three members, including myself, visited Okara and after
getting all the information, we submitted a report to the Senate
and shared it with the federal and provincial governments. We
also said that the issue could be addressed amicably,” he said.
“A broader agreement has been made, in which it was decided
that the tenants will pay the batai (share) from their crops
instead of cash and in return they will not be displaced from the
land. Moreover a committee, consisting of representation of the
military, the district administration and the tenants, has been
established to settle any other disputes,” he said.
When asked when he expected the issue would be resolved,
Mr Shafique said he was hopeful that the matter would be
settled by March this year (2016).
According to an official statement, a three-member NCHR
bench, headed by retired Justice Ali Nawaz Chohan and
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consisting of Chaudhry Shafique and minorities member Ishaq
Masih Naz, held the hearings.
NCHR constituted a fact-finding committee, which visited the
Okara farms and submitted a detailed report.
“At the hearing, the Okara deputy commissioner presented a
written report that a peace agreement between military farms
management and representatives of the protesting farmers
has been made. The said agreement has been signed by the
commandant Military Farms Group Okara and the
representatives of the tenants. It was witnessed by the district
administration and police,” the statement said.
In a hearing before the National Commission for Human Rights
(NCHR) on December 31, the Okara Military Farms
commandant Brigadier Rana Mohammed Fahim told a hearing
that the Punjab government owns the Okara Military Farms.
NCHR has asked government, military, tenant and civil society
representatives to appear before it in a hearing on the Okara
Military Farms dispute, which has been ongoing for 18 years.
The statement from the Okara Military Farms commandant
supports our position in the 18 year-old land rights campaign
that the army does not own the land. Military officials have
never admitted this fact on record before.
Reference:
https://www.dawn.com/news/1314706
http://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article5875
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Crimes against Women
Equality before the Law
•
•

•

•

State parties shall accord to women equality with
men before law.
State parties shall accord to women, in civil
matters, a legal capacity identical to that of men
and the same opportunities to exercise that
capacity. In particular, they shall give women equal
rights to conclude contracts and to and to
administer property and shall treat them equality in
all stages of procedure in courts and tribunals.
State parties agree that all contracts and all other
private instruments of any kind with a legal effect
which is directed at restricting the legal capacity of
women shall be deemed null and void.
State parties shall accord to men and women the
same rights with regard to the law relating to the
movement of persons and the freedom to choose
their residence and domicile.
(Article 15 (1,2,3 and 4) CEDAW)

1. All citizens are equal before the law and entitled to
equal protection of law.
2. There shall be no discrimination on the basis of sex
alone.
Constitution of Pakistan (Article 25)
Elimination of Discrimination Against Women
State parties condemn discrimination against women in all
forms, agree to pursue by all appropriate means and without
delay a policy of eliminating discrimination against women and,
to this end, undertake:
• To take all appropriate measures to eliminate
discrimination against women by any person,
organization or enterprise
• To take appropriate measures, including
legislation to modify, or abolish existing laws,
regulation, customs and practices which constitute
discrimination against women.
• To repeal all national penal provisions which
constitute discrimination against women.
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Full participation of women in national life
•

Steps shall be taken to ensure full participation of
women in all spheres of national life.
The constitution of Pakistan (Article 34)

Report: Commission of Inquiry for women –Pakistan, 1997
As an acknowledgment of the seriousness of the issue, the law
in Pakistan has recently been amended to introduce the death
penalty for gang rape. Its effectiveness and impact is yet to be
seen. Legislation, however strong, is never sufficient in itself. It
must be accompanied by devices to change the attitude and
perception prevalent in the patriarchal society, as well as the
will to strictly implement the law.
(Report on the commission of Inquiry for women Pakistan
1997, P 82)
Police recovered a Hindu girl from Sehwan Sharif
Summary
On October 23, 2018 police reportedly recovered a Hindu girl
Lohano from Sehwan Shrief (Sindh Province). The girl was
reportedly kidnaped from Halla (Sindh).
Incident
According to the sources, the girl was kidnapped on October
2018 from Halla. The Governor Sindh took notice of the incident
and directed the authorities to recover the girl. Subsequently
police conducted an operation and recovered the girl from
Sewan Sherif.
https://onlineindus.com/english/Police-recoverabducted-girl-Monica-Lohano-from-Sehwan-Sharif/25108
Murder
A Christian housemaid Kainat Salamat killed by the Muslim
employer
Summary
On May 6, 2018, a Christian housemaid Kainat Salamat was
reportedly killed by her Muslim employers for not cleaning the
house properly in Gujranwala.

Religious Minorities in Pakistan

81

Incident
Kainat belonged to a poor Christian family of Gujranwala. She
worked as a domestic worker for a local Muslim family. On the
day of the incident her father Salamat Masih went to visit Kainat
at about 2p.m. He saw the employer and his wife along with two
others beating his daughter Kainat.
According to the statement of Salamat Masih, they were
holding her arms and legs. A rope was tied around her neck and
they were trying to strangle her.
An FIR # 344/18 was registered against Asif Ismail, his wife
Lubna, Kashif Ismail and Tariq Ismail. The FIR further noted
that rope marks were visible on the deceased's neck.
Update
On May 9, 2018, father of Kainat reportedly retreated to pursue
against murders who were the sons of a Member of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Assembly, Chaudhry
Muhammad Ismail, the accused murderers. In the court of civil
judge Gujranwala Naveed Ahmed Ghuman, Salamat Masih
refused to own the FIR that was registered against three sons
and a daughter in-law a legislator. Salamat Masih maintained
that police handed over the dead body of his daughter after
taking his thumb impression on a blank paper and registered
FIR themselves. He said, “I don't want to pursue the
application”. The complainant and witness recorded their
statement in favor of the accused.
http://www.globalchristiannews.org/article/pakistanichristian-maid-killed-for-not-cleaning-properly/
Acid attack
A Christian girl pays the price for refusing to marry a Muslim
man
Summary
On April 22, 2018, a Christian girl Asma Yaqoob (25)
succumbed to burn injuries of an acid attack. She was receiving
treatment in Mayo Hospital Lahore. Asma was attacked by a
Muslim for refusing his marriage proposal.
Incident
Asma lived in Sialkot. She worked as a beautician for last two
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years. Rizwan Gujjar, a Muslim man
proposed to her and forced her to convert to
Islam. Asma turned down his proposal.
On April 10, 2018 Rizwan Gujjar doused her
with petrol and set her on fire. Her 90% body
suffered burn injuries. She was admitted in
Mayo Hospital Lahore where she died on
April 22.
Update
The perpetrator was arrested and sent to jail for further process
of trial.
https://www.christiansinpakistan.com/tag/asma-yaqoob/
Kidnap and Rape
Naeema
Summary
On March 09, 2018, in the vicinity of Shera Kot Lahore.
Muhammad Malak along with three others reportedly raped a
Christian girl Naeema (her real name withheld) after
kidnapping her.
Incident
Muhammad Malak and three other Muslim men kidnapped
Naeema, resident of Shera kot Lahore. They gang raped her
and fled. An FIR was logged against Muhammad Malak and his
accomplices.
Update
The family of Naeema was pressurized to withdraw the case
while police were not cooperating with the victim family till the
filing of this report.
https://www.christiansinpakistan.com/in-30-days-time-3pakistani-christian-girls-forced-to-convert/
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A 17 year Christian girl raped by three Muslims
Summary
In the month of September 2018, a 17 years old Christian
housemaid “Nisha” was reportedly raped by three Muslim men
in Khanewal (a district city of South Punjab). She was admitted
in Nishtar Hospital Multan. Doctors had to remove her uterus
due to severe injury.
Incident
Nisha worked as a housemaid to support her family. According
to Nisha's brother, on the day of the incident, her parents
scolded her on some family matter. Nisha felt depressed and
came out of her house. She kept wandering on the streets. It
was evening and getting dark. She stood on the roadside
waiting someone from her family to come and take her back
home. Three men passed from there. She asked them to lend
her a cell phone in order to call her brother to reach. One of
them told her that his cell phone is at home and she may go to
his house and call her brother. As it was growing dark, she went
with them. The three of them raped her turn by turn there.
On noticing that Nisha was not at home, the family started
searching for her. They found her on road in a critical condition.
District headquarter hospital referred her to Nishtar hospital
Multan where she was operated and treated. She was severely
injured and doctors had to remove her uterus to save her life. .
Update
Nisha identified the rapists and subsequently they were
arrested by the police and sent to jail. Matter is under trial.
CCJP National Office
A Christian Minor girl Maria kidnapped and raped
Summary
On January 18, 2018 two Muslim men (Arslan and Israr) raped
a Christian minor girl Maria after kidnaping her. Maria was a
resident of village 333/JB Pasiawala, Tehsil Gojra, District Toba
Tek Singh.
Incident
Christian minor girl Maria lived in village 333/JB Pasiawala,
Tehsil Gojra of District Toba Tek Singh. His father Allah Ditta is a
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laborer. On January 22, 2018 at around 11p.m Muhammad
Israr and his friend Muhammad Arslan reportedly kidnapped
Maria from her house and took her to the residence of
Muhammad Arslan. On January 22, 2018 FIR was registered
against Muhammad Israr and Muhammad Arslan. Both were
arrested.
Update
Muhammad Israr is behind bars and Muhammad Arslan is on
bail and the case is under trial in session court of Gojra.
CCJP office,
Faisalabad
Seema sexually assaulted
Summary
A 15 year old Christian girl Seema was sexually assaulted by a
Muslim Muhammad Shehryar Sherry at Tareeday Wali,
Sharqpur district Sheikhupura in the month of April 2018.
Incident
Seema was reportedly abducted from a market. She was
forcibly taken to a private dairy farm. The girl was sexually
assaulted at dairy farm. The medical report reportedly
confirmed the sexual assault of Seema. A case was registered
against the accused.
Update
Police reportedly showed reluctance to address the issue as
the accused was reportedly the son of an influential landlord.
https://www.christiansinpakistan.com/in-30-days-time-3pakistani-christian-girls-forced-to-convert/
Saira
Summary
On January 14, 2018 a thirteen years old Christian girl Saira
was raped by a Muslim reportedly in the fields of a village Kot
Waris near Gujranwala city. An FIR (12/18) was registered
against the accused under section 376 in the police station
Sadar Wazirabad, District Gujranwala.
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Incident
Afzal Masih (father of Saira) lives in the village Kot Waris and
has seven children. Afazal worked on the farmhouse of a
landlord. Saira used to help her father.
On the day of incident, Afzal was busy in the arrangements of
marriage ceremony of son of landlord. Saira went to work along
with her cousin sister.
Another worker Zuman noticed that the minor girls were not
accompanied by any elder. He planned to rape Saira. He tied
the younger girl with a pillar and took Saira forcibly to the fields.
He reportedly raped Saira there.
Later the family members found Saira in the fields. She was
taken to the local hospital and later was brought to Lahore for
DNA test.
Update
Medical examination confirmed the rape and same day after
registration of the FIR the accused Amir Zaman was arrested
and sent to jail. The case is under trial.
http://claasfamily.com/?p=2572
Kidnap
Monika Luhano kidnapped in Hala
Summary
On October 9, 2018 a Muslim, Mushtaq Mahar abducted a 11
year old Hindu girl Monika Lahano from her house in a town
Hala, of District Matiari (Sindh). An FIR was registered after the
protest of the community.
Incident
According to the complainant Pushpal Lahano, Mushtaq
Mahar used to follow his sister Monika. “On the day of incident
Mushtaq and three armed men entered our house and took
away my sister at gun point”.
Local Hindu traders and Hindu Panchayat also joined the
family in the protest. They surrounded the police station and
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chanted slogans against the police. Police registered an FIR
and assured the protesters to arrest the accused persons.
Update
Police raided Mushtaq's house, however he was not there. The
accused persons were at large till the filing of this report.
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1830494/1-11-year-old-girlkidnapped-hala/
Saima Javed
Summary
On October 25, 2018, a Christian girl Saima Javed went
missing in Lahore Cantt after she went to the market to buy
shampoo. .
Incident
On the day of occurrence, 30 year old Saima Javed went to the
bazar to buy shampoo for herself. She did not return. An FIR
was registered against unidentified persons on October 29,
2018
On October 30, 2018 the victim family staged a protest on the
road leading to Cavalry ground. Protesters burnt tires and
blocked the road. They alleged that the police were using
delaying tactics.
Update
There was no positive development regarding the case till the
filing of this report.
https://www.christiansinpakistan.com/lahore-youngchristian-girl-abducted-police-showing-slackness-inthis-case/
Harassment
Sidra was molested, kidnapped and raped for not changing her
religion
Summary
On September 20, 2018 a Christian girl Sidra (26) was
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abducted by three men in Faisalabad. She was asked to
convert to Islam and was raped by one of the kidnappers on
refusing to convert to Islam.
Incident
Sidra worked in “Face Logic Ladies Salon” in Faisalabad. The
brother of her lady boss Zahida, “Fareed” used to come in the
parlor and reportedly used to molest Sidra and other girls. On
September 10, 2018 when she reached the parlor, Fareed was
flirting with one of her colleagues. Fareed then uttered the
following words in front of others, “If Sidra converts to Islam and
marries me, she will go to heaven.” Sidra reportedly refused to
convert.
The next day Sidra complained to the owner about Fareed's
attitude and behavior. She further informed her family about the
incident. Her family suggested her to quit the job.
On September 20, 2018 Sidra went for an interview for a new
job. Three men reportedly kidnapped her while she was on her
way. According to Sidra, she was tied with ropes and was
blindfolded.
A man demanded that if she embrace Islam, she would be
allowed to go home. On her refusal, the man raped her. She
believed that the rapist was Fareed. They tortured her and
threatened her life. Afterwards the three of the masked men
dropped her at her home.
Sidra informed her mother Shamim Masih about the incident.
Her mother took her to Jail Road Police station. Police officer
despite registering the case suggested Sidra's mother to marry
Sidra as soon as possible.
Update
A local priest provided shelter to the victim family. On
December 12, 2018 Sidra received a threatening phone call.
The priest arranged for her to move to Sri Lanka. She applied
for an asylum and was in Colombo till the filing of this report.
https://www.christiansinpakistan.com/pakistanichristian-girl-harassed-kidnapped-and-raped-for-notchanging-her-religion/
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Forced Conversion
Razia Bibi forcibly married to a disabled Muslim man
Summery
In April 2018, a 12 year old Christian girl Razia (real name
withheld) was abducted, forced to convert to Islam and married
to a physically disabled Muslim man in a village near Sahiwal.
Incident
The family lived in a village near Sahiwal. According to Razaq
Masih (55), Father of the (victim) girl, on April 9, 2018, two
Muslim women Marriam and Kausar from the village came to
his house and asked his wife to send Razia with them as they
were going to Sahiwal.
Later, her parents discovered that their daughter was
kidnapped. Razaq approached Fateh Sher Police station and
filed a complaint (FIR # 206/18) against Waqas, Danish, Sunny,
Marriam and Kausar.
Update
The accused shifted the girl to another city Depalpur. The girl
was reportedly forcibly converted to Islam and married a
Muslim man Waqas Mustafa who was reportedly disabled.
https://www.christiansinpakistan.com/12-yr-oldpakistani-christian-girl-forcibly-married-to-a-disabledmuslim-man/
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Recommendations
Expressing our firm belief in the people of Pakistan, their
potentials and a dignified future, the National Commission for
Justice and Peace would like to reiterate the recommendations
made in the previous years. We believe them to be able to deal
with the problems highlighted in the reports and building a
culture of tolerance, justice and peace.
The challenges and general political atmosphere needs a lot of
improvement. For religious minorities of Pakistan, changes in
laws and public policies are necessary to ensure the
restoration of the civil, political, social and economic rights for
all citizens.
National Human Rights Institutions and Human Rights
observance
Permanent Commission for Human Rights and Minorities
1. We strongly recommend that two independent and
permanent Commissions should be constituted.
One for Human Rights and the other for Minorities
Rights, with the power of a tribunal, to entertain
complaints and for timely redress.
2. We strongly urge the Government to constitute an
impartial and independent Commission of inquiry
to study the situation of the religious minorities and
make recommendations to the Government and
the people of Pakistan.
Religious Discrimination
3. We strongly recommend a constitutional
arrangement outlawing religious discrimination
which implies an outright rejection of religious
discrimination through constitutional amendment
and establishing institutions to monitor the
implementation of non-discrimination as state
policy.
4. Life, liberty, well-being and properties, places of
worship and graveyards should be protected
proactively.
5. Religious minorities should be saved from
assimilation by upgrading their social and
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economic status through affirmative action. This
implies providing sufficient opportunities for
admission in the colleges and universities and
reservations of quota for higher education, and
employment.
Religious Freedom
6. The government should provide an equal ground
for all religious communities in the media,
education and other spheres of national life for the
propagation of their faith. The law must take its
course and justice should be ensured in all
incidents, which pose threats to religious freedom
of the citizens of Pakistan. Stopping state agencies
and non-state actors from interfering with people's
right to religious freedom would be compulsory.
Hate Speech
7. The laws meant to maintain peace and harmony
must be properly implemented.
8. The steps such as stopping provocation through
loud speakers banning extremist outfits, and
seizing the hate mongering literature must be
intensified, evaluated and their success must be
ensured.
Discriminatory Legislation
9.

We demand an amendment in the Constitution of
Pakistan so that it acknowledges the diversity
(multi-religious, multi-cultural, multi-national and
multi-ethnic and linguistic status) of the Pakistani
society. The Constitution must make no
preferences among the citizens on the basis of
religion. Therefore; we demand repeal of Article 2,
Article 31, Article31-D, Article 41, Article 203,
Article 203 A-J, Article 227 and Article 260.

10. We demand a repeal of all legislation in the name of
Islam, which has been proven to be unjust namely
Hudood Ordinance, Blasphemy laws (section 295
B, C and 298 A, B and C), law of Evidence, Shariat
Act 1991, Qanoon-e-Shahadat and Qisas and
diyat Ordinance.
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11. We also demand abolition of policies styled on the
religious basis for example the granting of 20 extra
marks for the ability to memorize the Holy Quran by
heart (Hafiz), six months rebate to prisoners on
learning the Holy Quran and visit of the
Government functionaries to religious sites
state expense.
12. We strongly urge the Government that prohibition
laws should be revised on the basis of logic and
present realities of the Pakistani society, rather
than any religious interpretation.
Blasphemy Laws
13. a) Besides repeal or thorough amendment of
the Blasphemy laws to stop the massive abuse, we
demand that the Government should pay
appropriate compensation to the victims of
Blasphemy laws for their economic, social and
psychological loses.
b) The government should also commission a
study to bring together a comprehensive data on
the efforts of blasphemy laws in Pakistan.
Crimes Against Women
14. We demand that legal protection and remedy
should be provided against forced conversions.
Land Grabbing and Evictions
15. Protection of Communal Properties Ordinance
2002 should be discussed and in the
parliament for enactment. Moreover its
implementation in letter and spirit must be ensured
so that it does not become a source of nuisance.
Each case of land grabbing of communal property
must be properly dealt with and punished in
accordance with law.
16. We urge the Government to consider allotment of
land, for housing, places of worship, community
gatherings, graveyards and agriculture to all
members of religious minorities through affirmative
action.
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About the Education and Curriculum
17. Prejudice and biases regarding religion, sect, and
gender in the curriculum should be removed. The
Education policy making Islamic studies
compulsory with Arabic as an essential part and the
choice of ethnics for Non-Muslim students isolates
and enhances discrimination against the
minorities. For this reason, NCJP recommends
that religious studies only be offered at college and
university levels as an optional subject but not as a
compulsory subject. The syllabus content should
show an equal respect to all religions, or, there
should be no reference to a any religion.
18. In a multi-religious society like Pakistan, the
curriculum should focus on Universal human
values and the religious education can be the
responsibility of the family and the respective
religious community institutions. The government
should arrange the religious education of the
minority students of each community according to
their respective faiths, which is their right under the
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child signed by
Pakistan (1990).
19. Discriminatory policies such as awarding extra
marks to Hafiz-e-Quran should be cancelled or
alternative concessions should be provided to
minority students.
Personal Laws:
20. Family or personal laws for religious minorities in
Pakistan should be reviewed by a competent and
representative Review Commission to check
injustices against minority citizens through abuses
of these laws and procedures, to see that these
personal laws comply with human rights standards
and prevent the overriding effect of the personal
law of the majority community.
21. The application of religious laws of one group on
the other will always be a problem, e.g. Huddod
Ordinances, Qisas and Diyat, Law of Evidence.
Moreover, the overriding effect of the Muslim
personal laws on those of religious minorities has
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no justification. Therefore all criminal laws based
on religion should be removed and legal
safeguards provided to the religious minorities
against the abuse of personal laws.
22. Family laws should be enacted for Kalash and
other communities who are not governed by any
such laws. Sikh and Hindu Personal Laws should
provide for a marriage registration/certificate.
23. In order to vitalize the institution of family and stop
malpractices and enable marriage without
mandatory conversions, a Common Civil Code
should be enacted to make it possible for the
citizens to contract a civil marriage, interfaith and
otherwise.
24. The government should sponsor a training /
awareness campaign on the personal laws and
customs of religious minorities for subordinate
judiciary and prosecution officers. Police training
should include a course on the problems of
religious minorities in order to sensitize them to be
able to handle gross injustices to minorities.
25. A literacy drive for all the poor women, including
minority women, in target areas should address
the issues of gender violence and sexual
harassment.
Labour Rights
26. The Bonded Labor Act 1992 and the regulations
must be implemented in letter and spirit. Moreover
the Brick kiln owners, landlords and other
employers maintaining bonded labor must be
brought to justice by the State.
27. The Government should bring a labor friendly labor
policy in consultation with labor organizations and
workers.
Participation in National Mainstreams
28. The term minority must be used in the wider
meaning and if their representation is considered
necessary, all minorities (ethnic, linguistic, national
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and indigenous) should be given representation in
all tiers of governance and decision making. The
term minority must be used in the wider meaning
and all minorities (ethnic, linguistic, national and
indigenous) should be given representation in all
tiers of governance and decision making.
29. Measures should be taken to ensure economic
empowerment of all minorities through
reservations of seats (quota) in Colleges,
Universities and government jobs at all levels.
30. The political parties must involve religious
minorities in the general elections by each and
every party awarding tickets to minority candidates
on general seats for National and Provincial
Assemblies and senate.
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Abbreviations
ASI
CIA
DCO
DSP
FIR
MNA
MPA
NWFP

Assistant Sub Inspector
Central Investigation Agency
District Coordination Officer
Deputy Superintendent of Police
First Information Report
Member of National Assembly
Member of Provincial Assembly
North West Frontier Province

S.A.W

Peace Be Upon Him

PPC
Rs.
SC
SDM
SSP
DPO
AHRC
ATA
CLAAS

Pakistan Penal Code
Rupees, Pakistani currency
Supreme Court
Sub-District Magistrate
Senior Superintendent of Police
District Police Officer
Asian Human Rights Commission
Anti Terrorist Act
Centre for Legal Aid Assistance &
Settlement
Civil Society Organization
Deputy Inspector General of Police
National Commission on the Status
of Women
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
Sub-Inspector
Superintendent of Police
Telegraph Act
World Vision in Progress

CSO
DIG
NCSW
PML-N
SI
SP
TA
WVIP
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Glossary
Chaudhry
Chak
District
Federal Shariat Court

A person from landed nobility
Village settlement
An administrative division
Apex court for religious
matters
Masjid
Mosque
Fatwa
Religious decree by a Muslim
scholar
Khatm-e-Nabuwat
Finality of Prophethood
Kalima-e-Tayyiba
Proclamation of Islamic faith,
“there is no god but Allah and
Muhammad (SAAW) His
Messenger
Majilise Khtm-e-Nabuwat Conference of finality of
Prophethood
Masih
Christ, part of the names of
many Christians to show their
religious identity
Panchayat
Village council
Pir
Mystic/faith healer
Shariat
Islamic Law
Madrassa
Islamic Seminary
Mohallah
Street
Muharram
Muharram is the first month of
Islamic Calendar
Moulvi
Muslim Cleric
Sunnah
The way of Prophet (SAAW)
Tehsil
A sub-district, administrative
division
Zakat & Usher
Islamic Taxes (levied on
Muslim through an ordinance
since 1979)
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