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Abstract
Objective of this research-based position paper is to create awareness on socio-cultural aspects and
diversity of religious minorities. This research will highlight the major reasons behind forced
conversion. We believe that the mentioned reasons will help policy makers and legislators in
developing policies and procedures to prevent forced marriages and forced conversions of
religious minorities in Pakistan.
This research will advocate a change in mindset of majority community and sensitize them on the
rights of minorities and their responsibility in developing anegalitarian society to address this cruel
issue of forced conversions. The research covers minute details and it will bring forth values,
customs, traditions, and norms of religious and cultural minorities.
This research has conducted a diversified analysis of facts and figures of existing policies and it
explains an in-depth view and understanding of the laws and policies, relating to marriage,
conversions, and forced marriages.
The following research will elaborate reasons, motives, values and practices, leading to forced
conversions.
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Executive Summary
Freedom of religion or belief, in particular the right to profess any religion or worship any God/Deity
of one choice, is a deep enduring human need. Whether it is a single Divine Being, Multiple Deities,
liberty to believe or freewill not to believe, all are universal human rights, which should not be
denied to any individual. Under Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948 all states(Nations)
have committed to allow freedom of thought, conscience and belief. The right to profess religion
freely is the right of every human being. Although the constitution of Pakistan ensures the rights of
religious minorities but unfortunately practically its implementation has failed in providing its
minorities the fundamental right of freedom to practice their religion beliefs.’ Disappointingly,
religious freedom in Pakistan is not protected and provided as a basic right, and members of religious
minorities are repeatedly subjected to violence.
Women in Pakistan are subjected to forced marriages and women of religious minorities are subjected
to forced conversion as a result of forced marriage. Forced marriages and forced conversions
constitute an abuse of women’s rights: these acts of conversion are performed under the influence of
power and threats without the consent of victim.
Forced conversions are violation of fundamental rights as stated in the Constitution of Pakistan,
1973. Women from religious minorities are considered as a soft target to capture, getting them
married off and later converting them forcefully to Islam, the offender gets away with this crime
easily but the woman faces double jeopardy at both ends i.e. they are excommunicated from their
community while their dignity and respect is shattered at the hands of the perpetrator.
1/45

Immediate challenge is to protect female members of religious minorities, which can be achieved
by addressing the root causes that lead to violation of rights of religious freedom. The core reason
for such violations of religious freedom is absence of rule of law, or unjust implementation of existing
laws; laws that restrict religious freedom, intolerance, and lack of respect for other religious and
ethnic groups.
This research categorizes the coexisting incidence of forced conversions and forced marriages as a
discrete crime, specific to minority women and outlines illustrative patterns of violence through
which perpetrators commit the crime. The study also provides recommendations to deal with forced
conversions of religious minorities in Pakistan.
Our working methodology was to ensure validity statistics to highlight and put forward the cases of
victims affected from forced conversion. Therefore, our research team has studied reports of other
rights based organizations both at national and international level. They have analyzed the official
data provided by the officials along with the statistics shared by local activists, partners and diocesan
offices. The team also conducted sample survey to identify the gaps and to understand public
opinion on the issue.
This research has been designed for public awareness, to build public opinion on the issue of forced
marriage and forced conversion of religious minority women. This position paper seeks to engage
maximum number of stakeholders for lobby on legislation on the issues to ensure protection of
minority women.

Cecil S. Chaudhry
Executive Director, CCJP
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Introduction
“Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes freedom
to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others and in public
or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance.” 1
“Pakistan represents the worst situation in world for religious freedom among the countries not
currently designated as ‘countries of particular concern’ by the U.S. government,” U.S. Commission
on International Religious Freedom stated in its annual report. Government of Pakistan continues to
engage itself in ongoing, intolerant systematic and egregious violations of freedom of religion or
belief.2
According to the 1998 Census Report and data compiled by the Ministry of Minorities, there are
between 2.05 million to 2.09 million Christians – comprising 42 percent of the total minority
population in Pakistan.3 Between 82.5 to 90 percent of Christians reportedly live in the province
of Punjab and an estimated 95 percent are ethnically Punjabi.4
Ahmadis, Parsis, Buddhists, Sikhs and others are estimated to be 163,982; 11,021; 4,150; 3,374 and
15,888 respectively. It is interesting to note that even the Parsis, despite some outward migration,
have registered a slight increase. The census of 1998 showed the minorities nearing 11–13 million.
Ahmadis, Christians and Hindus claim to have a population of 4 million each.
1
2
3
4

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, art.18, G.A. Res.217 A (III), U.N. doc. A/810, at 71 (1948) [hereinafter Universal Declaration]
Sen, A.K., (30 April 2013). "Pakistan tops worst list for religious freedom". The Washington Times. Retrieved 27-08-2014
Movement for Solidarity and Peace(MSP), (April,2014),
Gabriel Theodore. Christian Minorities in an Islamic State: The Pakistan Experience. Ashgate, 2008.
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As per a report published by NADRA on statistics regarding religious minorities living in Pakistan
in 2014 reveals the registration population of the minority adult individual. However, it fails to
give the true picture of the total population of the minority living in Pakistan. Statistical Distribution
of Religious Minorities in accordance to the record of NADRA Validated under registration of
CNIC is given as follow
BREAKDOWN OF MNORITY NIC HOLDERS
Females

Males

BREAKDOWN OF OTHER
RELIGIOUS MINORITY
Parsi
Sikh
Buddhist
Baha’i

4,020
6,146
1,492
33,734

769647
731713

644880

538338
63479
62202

Hindu

Christian

Ahmedi

66898
Other

Figure 1: Breakdown of Minority NIC Holders 5

Minorities make up a large part of labor in informal sectors, agriculture, brick kilns and domestic
6
work. According to the Catholic (National)Commission of Justice and Peace, eighty percent of the
minorities are poor while forty percent of Pakistan’s population lives below the poverty line.7
According to research studies conducted by minority rights organization, majority of bonded laborers
in Pakistan belong to religious minorities; Hindus in Sindh and Christians in Punjab. These minority
groups are subjected to human trafficking, sale through debt transfers, physical & sexual abuse and
economic exploitation.8 The minority communities of Pakistan continuously face injustice on
various grounds.The three main grievances of the community relate to the:
http://tribune.com.pk/story/430059/over-35000-buddhists-bahais-call-pakistan-home/
Jivan, Jennifer Jag and Jacob, Peter. Life on the Margins: A study on the minority women in Pakistan. Lahore, Pakistan: National Commission for
Justice and Peace, 2012.
7 Jivan, Jennifer Jag and Jacob, Peter. Life on the Margins: A study on the minority women in Pakistan. Lahore, Pakistan: National Commission for
Justice and Peace, 2012.
8 ibid
5
6
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Blasphemy laws under Sections 295-B, and C of the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC);
Constitutional guarantees of equal representation, underrepresentation in political institutions, and
religion-specific articles of the Constitution of Pakistan;
Issues of forced conversion and forced marriages.
The socio-economic status and demographics of the minority communities in Pakistan affect their
participation inpolitical arena, access to justice mechanisms, susceptibility to crime and religious
violence along with the resource allocation for the promotion and protection. Several Christian
legal aid and representative groups trace the persecution of minority communities to the period
from 1977 to 1988. Several political developments specially affected them; including the introduction
of separate electorates based on religious identity, refraining non-Muslim citizens from contesting
elections as general candidates in parliamentary elections, and the creation of a separate column for
religious identification of national identity cards and passports.9 Minority community leaders
maintain that general seats and joint electorates serve the community better, allowing them to
integrate into mainstream party politics rather than exclusion from protection and patronage.10
Pakistan is a country with, an amalgamation of diverse cultures, ethnicities, languages, religions,
sects and sub-sects. It was created on the principles of a democratic nation. The Constitution of
Pakistan assures “fundamental rights, including equality of status before law, social, economic and
political justice, and freedom of thought, expression, belief, faith, worship and association, subject
to the law and public morality” to its citizens irrespective of any religion.11
The Constitution of Pakistan guarantees freedom of religion in the country for individuals of various
12
religions and religious sects. However, this freedom is declared with respect to "reasonable conditions".
On the 30th session of All India Muslim league, held at Delhi on April 24, 1943,Quaid-e-Azam
Mohammad Ali Jinnah stated that, ‘…the minorities are entitled to get a definite assurance and to ask;
where do we stand in the Pakistan that you visualize? That is an issue of giving a definite and clear
assurance to the minorities. We have done it. We have passed a resolution that the minorities must be
protected and safeguarded to the fullest extent and, as I said before any civilized government will do
it and ought to do it. So far as we are concerned, our history, our Prophet (PBUH) has given the clearest
proof that non Muslim has been treated, not only justly and fairly but generously.13
Even after the partition, the founder and father of Pakistan Nation clearly stated in his first address;
to the first constitutional assembly of Pakistan on August 11, 1947, “We are all citizen and equal
citizens of one state. You are free; you are free to go you are free to go to your mosques or to any
other place or worship in this State of Pakistan. You may belong to any religion, caste or creed that
has nothing to do with the business of the State…We are starting in the days where there is no

9
10
11
12
13

Anthony, Nadeem, ed. Centre for Legal Aid Assistance and Settlement (CLAAS): Annual Report 2011. Lahore, Pakistan: CLAAS-Pakistan, 2011.
MSP Interview with Justice (Retd.) AsgharHaider (Lahore High Court). 31 May 2012.
Constitution of Pakistan, Preamble – State of Human Rights 2009, Human Rights Commission of Pakistan
Thomas,R.M.,(2006) Religion in Schools: Controversies Around the World. Greenwood Publishing Group
http://www.humsafar.info/speeches_statements_4801_4803.php
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discrimination, no distinction between one community and another, no discrimination
between one caste or creed and another. We are starting with this fundamental principle that
14
we are all citizens and equal citizens of one State.” In other words, all religious minorities will
be free to worship and they will be considered as equal citizens of Pakistan.
In Pakistan, minorities, if defined in terms of their relative political weight, could be constructed
on the lines of religion, gender, and geographic location. The largest such minority group
within our country are of women, which ironically comprises of almost half of the population.
It is unfortunate to observe that women in Pakistan are consider as second class citizens and
minority women are further marginalized. Women are not give their due right in decision-making.
As per the government mandate they are given 33% quota in assemblies and official committee
but only to fill in the requirement of quota. We have observed that the majority of female
representatives are nominated for their respective positions. Their contribution towards the
electoral process, whether as a voter or elected representative, remains influential.
Speaking demographically ninety-five percent of Pakistan’s population are Muslims while
remain five percent comprise of Hindus, Christians, Parsis, Baha’i, Ahmadis15 and other few
belong to diversified belief systems denominations.
Hindus and Christians are most vulnerable and are often ill treat eddue to their religious
beliefs. Concerns of religious minorities are exacerbated because of the minimal or zero
representation of these communities in key public institutions.16
This research study aims to present an overview analyzes of forced conversions. Forced
marriages, which constitute abuse of women’s rights: they are performed “under duress without
17
full and informed consent of both parties.” Forced conversion is a violation of fundamental
rights given by the Constitution of Pakistan, and in this case targeted religious minorities
18
women face “double jeopardy”
Survey on Forced Marriages/ Forced Conversion
In this context, Commission conducted a brief survey with the legal experts, in order to understand
issue of forced conversion and its conceptualization by public. CCJP conducted 5 FGD’s in Karachi,
Islamabad and Lahore Experts belonging to different religious minorities Christian, Harazah
Community, Ahmedis and Hindus participated to voice their experience and share their in-depth
analysis on laws and policies regarding force conversion. Among prominent advocates, judges,
community representatives, HRDs, scholars and professors outstanding representation came from
Rochi Ram, Ravi Dawani, Mangla Sharma, Veejee Kohli, Jilali Haider, Saleem Micheal, Justices(R)
Gabriel Francis, Dr. Ramesh Kumar Vankwani and Sardar Ramesh Singh Arora along with 100 legal
and religious experts, which is explained in detail in the later chapter.
14
15
16
17
18

Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah, Speeches as Governor General of Pakistan. 1947-1948 p. 18
Ahmadis follow the teachings of MirzaGhulam Ahmed that deviate from the fundamentals of Islam and as a result they are not considered Muslim
and ostracized in predominantly Muslim countries such as Pakistan.
The Persecution of Ahmadiyya Muslim Community - http://thepersecutionorg.blogspot.com/2010/05/view-second-amendment.html
Anthony, Nadeem, ed. Centre for Legal Aid Assistance and Settlement (CLAAS): Annual Report 2011. Lahore, Pakistan: CLAAS-Pakistan, 2011.
Movement for Solidarity and Peace(MSP), (April,2014), Forced Marriages & Forced Conversions in the Christian Community of Pakistan
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This research tends to describe history and social context within which forced conversions and
marriages take place; the particular grievances of Hindu and Christian community in Pakistan, and
implications for human rights for religious minority.It then covers legal, political and procedural
aspects for rights protection. It also outlines illustrative cases, demonstrating patterns of violence
through which the law becomes complicit by providing immunity for perpetrators.The complex
nature of associated crimes makes it difficult to categorize them as specific to religious identity.
This paper also elaborates the international treaties and standards introduced by UN or other bodies
for the prevention of forced marriage and forced conversion and its relevance with the constitution
of Pakistan. The research team gathered recommendations from various levels; national, provincial
and local (city or village) by prominent stakeholders.
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Point 1: Forced marriages including vanni, swara and sang chatty should be considered as criminal offenses
Point 2: Economic factors are the major reasons behind forced marriages
Point 3: Religious norms are a major source behind forced marriages
Point 4: The victim of forced marriage is subjected to abduction, rape, domestic violence and others
Point 5: These victims are provided with judicial protection, police support or psychological rehabilitation
Point 6: Forced conversions should be considered as criminal offense
Point 7: Forced conversion is related to financial benefits
Point 8: Religious preaching and heavenly duty is the foundation of forced conversions
Point 9: The policy maker should draft laws and policies preventing forced conversions
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Forced Marriages
Forced marriage can be defined as a matrimonial contract in which marriage is performed against
the will of one or both the parties. A forced marriage can also be understood as a contract in which
there is no choice of both parties and one or both parties do not give consent for any matrimonial
relationship. It is important to note the difference between forced marriage and arranged marriage.
In an arranged, marriage consent of both parties is assisted by their parents or guardian or a third
party (i.e., a close relative or local match maker), the suitable spouse is identified by parents and
boy and girl are given an opportunity to meet each other. In other words, an arranged marriage is a
matrimonial contract, in which families of both sides take a lead role in choosing a marriage partner.
However, a clear differentiation is required in law for arranged and forced marriage. Studies show
that there is a pattern towards forced marriage, which is initiated by variety of coercion employed
19
to compel a marriage, ranging from utter physical violence to restrain psychological pressure.
Although forced marriage is still practiced in various parts of the world under the banner of culture,
tradition, family values or honor, its ratio in South Asia is particularly high. According to researchers
/ human rights organizations, forced marriage is a worse form of conjugal slavery 20 leading towards
domestic violence, psychological oppression, marital rape and exploitation.

19
20

http://www.refuge.org.uk/files/1001-Forced-Marriage-Middle-East-North-East-Africa.pdf
“Forced Marriage as a Harm in Domestic and International laws,” http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1563842
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A GLOBAL PROBLEM ORIGINS OF FORCED MARRIAGE CASES
MOST PROMINENT COUNTRIES INVOLVED IN THE CASES HANDLED BY THE FORCED MARRIAGE UNIT IN 2012
AFGHANISTAN

2.1%

PAKISTAN

47.1%

TURKEY

1.1%

IRAQ

1%

SOMALIA

1.2%

BANGLADESH
INDIA

11%

8%

SOURCE: UK GOVERNMENT’S FORCED MARRIAGE UNIT

Reasons behind Forced Marriages
There are various reasons behind forced marriages throughout the world. Some of these reasons
include culture, traditions, family values and its honor, peer pressure, socio-economic status and
ethno-religious norms. According to an international study, the key motives behind forced marriages
can be listed as follow;
In order to control the unwanted behavior of victim which is resulting into ‘shame or dishonor’
of the family; this can include sexual orientation of the one or both parties, rebel towards religion,
culture or community, consumption of drugs/alcohol and pre-marital relations.
In order to protect family honor, to increase family tides/ links or to maintain or fulfill family
commitments
In order to ensure that property or wealth remain within family or gain financial benefits or dual
citizenship.
In order to protect cultural or religious identity; to avoid interfaith or intercultural marriages.
In cases where there is an opposition from victims, their parents blackmail children emotionally
or trap them with psychological pressure. Women or girls are usually abused either verbally or
physically tortured or threatened.

10/45

Types of Forced Marriages
The most common types of forced marriages occur when parents or other family members force one
or both parties (man or woman) into a matrimonial sacrament. Unfortunately, such types of forced
marriages are usually considered valid in our society and are strongly supported by the immediate
families and relatives as well as the surrounding communities. This makes it difficult to avoid such
a marriage ceremony from taking place or to escape from such a relationship. Following are some
of the major types of forced marriages; 21
By parents, family or peer group
Child marriage
For family honor
For land or property or strengthening family links
By religious leaders
In conflicting zones

For trafficking,
Through traditional slavery
Compelled by abduction/kidnapping
Through wattasatta (exchange marriage)
To Holy Quran as Wanni or Swara

The commission conducted a survey among 100 legal and religious experts. The total numbers of
experts/ stakeholders indulged were 93. The purpose of the survey was to understand the general
understanding, perception on social issues related to women, and if the participants consider it
critical enough to demand a legislation or policy reforms on it. Following are the results of survey
conducted with legal experts and religious representative.
S TAT IS I T CS AS PE R S URVE Y O N FO RCE D MARRI AGE
Forced marriage including vanni, swara & sang chatty consider criminal offenses
Economic factors are major resons behind forced marriage
Religious norms major source behind forced marrigae
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21 Forced

AGREE

STRONGLY
AGREE

Marriage in the UK; A scoping study on the experience of women from Middle Eastern and North East African Community, a publication
by Refuge for Women and children against domestic violence, pg.7
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Forced marriages including vanni, swara and sang chatty should be considered
as criminal offenses
Out of total participants 65% Expert strongly agreed that forced marriages such as vanni, sawara and
sang chatty are anti-women practices where as 29 % had no comments in reference to the question.
According to our study it was found that 77% marriages in the districts are forced under the
discriminating act such as vani or swara, sang chatty or watta satta.
7%
29%

Agreed
Strongly Agreed
No Comments

64%

Economic factors are the major reasons behind forced marriages
Eighty percent of people from the minorities live
below the poverty line. Out of total respondent
majority, 25% experts agreed and 15 % strongly
agreed that poverty is one of the major reasons
behind forced marriages

11%
36%
14%

For some poor families, the marriage of a daughter
to a man who is comparatively well to-do is a way
of giving her access to a higher standard of living
than they can offer and a way of securing a nest
egg in return for a dowry.
Parents marry off their girls to men who are much
older and richer than themselves. At times, these
girls because of their extreme poverty are "sold,”
in return for cash.22

22 http://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/cj-jp/fv-vf/fm-mf/p2.html
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25%
14%

Strongly Disagreed
No Comments

Agreed

Disagreed

Strongly Agreed

Religious norms are a major source behind forced marriages
Some families erroneously believe that marrying
their children even without their consent is a
religious precept. Certain segments of Pakistan’s
population consider arranged and forced marriage
a religious duty. This belief arises out of their
confusion on cultural practices with religious
principles. Out of total participation 15 %
Experts ‘Agreed’ and 15% ‘Strongly Agreed’
upon the fact that religion could be a driving
factor behind such type of marriages.23
In order to avoid the above-mentioned types
of the forced marriage, the government has
limited legislative resorts. Not all the mentioned
types are dealt under the Pakistan Penal Code.
Only few are considered as crimes, which are as
follows;

11%

39%

22%

14%
14%
Strongly Disagreed

Disagreed

Agreed

Strongly Agreed

No Comments

1. Kidnapping & abduction to compel a women for marriage: Under the PPC Section 365-B, it is
stated that kidnapping or abducting any women in order to compel or seduce her to marry any
person without her will is a criminal offence and punishable with lifetime imprisonment and fine.
2. Marriage with Holy Quran: In some areas, females are forced to marry Holy Quran. Purpose of
such rituals is to make the women declaim their share in inheritance or property. However,
according to PPC Section 489-C it is clearly stated that compelling, arranging or facilitating the
marriage of a woman with the Holy Quran is a crime and punishable with 7 years of imprisonment
and fine of 5 hundred thousand rupees.
3. Forced marriage through watta-satta: Watta-satta is a form of arranged marriage in which, a
female from a groom’s family is given in marriage to the bride’s family as insurance and
exchange. In case a woman is compelled into such a marriage, the case can be registered under
section 498-B of PPC.
4. Child marriage: law prohibits contracting a marriage where either or both parties are under the
minimum legal age.24 Child marriages are illegal throughout Pakistan. The legal age of marriage
varies among provinces, e.g., under the Child Marriage Restraint Act (CMRA), 2014 in Sindh
province, the minimum age of marriage for both male and female is 18 years, in the other three
provinces where CMRA, 1929 is still in force, the minimum age of marriage for a female is 16
years and for a male is 18 years. According to the law, any child marriage is not considered valid
and the female is provided due remedies as per elaborated in the family laws. The general rule is
that all people attain maturity on reaching 18 years of age.25

23 http://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/cj-jp/fv-vf/fm-mf/p2.html
24 Legal Age is determined in the Child Marriage Restraint Act
25 Section

3 Maturity Act 1875. It is worth considering in this regard that Pakistan has ratified Child Right Convention with no reservations.
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5. Forced marriage to deprive women from inheriting property: Women at times are forcefully given
into marriage in order to take away their share in property. According to the section 498-A (PPC),
depriving women of their rightful share in the inherited property by fraudulent means is a criminal
offence. The perpetrator in such a case is imprisoned for five to ten years or is fined one million
rupees or both.26
Solutions for Forced Marriages under Judicial System of Pakistan
27

Forced marriage is considered as worst form of slavery and a clear contradiction of article 11 of the
constitution of Pakistan.28 Forced marriage is dealt as a criminal case against offender through which
applicant can file a prosecution under criminal laws. The victims of forced marriage under law are
also provided with relief and protection. The legal interventions i.e. administrative, judicial or
constitutional can be deployed for prevention of forced marriage or to rescue a woman who is
facing such threats. These interventions need to be in line with the constitution of Pakistan, in which
it is clearly stated that well-being of people irrespective of sex/gender 29and security of women and
children is the responsibility of state.30 In order to administrate the above-mentioned constitutional
right, the protection mechanism available under judicial system is as following;
Police Interventions: Police emergency numbers/ help lines are considered the first line of
defense. The woman/victim, in any case possible can contact and launch a complaint or someone
else with accurate information of victim and her whereabouts/situation can do the same on her
behalf. In case a complaint is launched, it is the duty of police by law to inquire matter thoroughly.
Unfortunately, local police system does not consider forced marriage a serious criminal offense
and consider it a family matter. Nevertheless, as per law in a situation where a forced marriage
has occurred and a complaint is launched against it by the victim herself, police is liable to
respond vigilantly with a warrant (in case situation demands) and with consent of the woman, she
is to relocate to a secure shelter home or crisis center, before taking her to the magistrate to record
her statement. In case a complaint is launched by a third party and the accused does not cooperate
with investigation officer, a search warrant from the area magistrate can be obtained to produce
(find out) the victim.
Judicial Interventions: Legislation/constitutional writ provides enough space to deploy legal
interventions preventing forced marriages or rescuing women subjected to forced marriage. A
simple application to the area magistrate can allow searching for the confined person/illegal
detention.31In case the confined person is found, by the law she needs to be brought before magistrate
who then will give orders, appropriate as per circumstances.

26 PPC,

Section 498- A
of Pakistan, chapter 1 part II: Fundamental Right and Principle of Policy, article 11
28 www. pakistani.org/pakistan/constitution
29 Constitution of Pakistan, chapter 1 part II: Fundamental Right and Principle of Policy, article 38
30 Ibid, Article 35
31 Search warrant under section 100 of Code of Criminal Procedures (CrPC)
27 Constitution
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Habeas Corpus petition32 is another remedy to recover a confined woman immediately and to
33
establish her correct status /situation before producing her in the competent court. This petition
also provides provision to pertain the security of woman by obtaining the court’s order. A suit for
jactitation of marriage can be filed before the 34family court, by the victim of forced marriage,
which will declare her marriage null and void. In several incidences, a woman is promised in
exchange marriage35(watta-satta marriage) she can file for jactitation of marriage depending on the
facts and circum stances or obtain annulment on grounds of Khula or under the dissolution of
Muslim Marriage act, 1939.
Shelter and Security: In cases where the family of a victim of forced marriage does not accept
her and refuses to support her, the court, if finds it fit may relocate a woman rescued from detention
or confinement (forced marriage) and place her in a shelter home/ Dar-ul-Amanto ensure her
security.
The purpose of the above discussion is to analyze the women’s rights violation in Pakistan,
particularly in the context to marriages. Women in Pakistan are frequently given into marriages
without their free consent. Early age marriages of women reflect alarming statistics for example in
2012, 75 cases of child marriage were reported by different media agencies; of these total cases, 43
per cent children were from 11 to 15 years of age group and 32 per cent were from 6 to 10 yearsof
age group. In 2008-2009, 24228 children of age group 10-14 were reported married and 1029784
children of age group 15-19 were reported married. The number of children married in their minor
36
ages is in millions but such violations are not monitored and reported. Therefore, in order to protect
children from forced marriages, it is necessary that government should strictly implement the CMRA
(in light of CRC) in letter and spirit.
The minority women can be considered among the most marginalized section of the society as they
have been deprived of their rights time and time again. In the past few years, their rights have been
shunned through forced conversion as a result of forced marriage and abduction. These phenomena
will be discussed in detail in the following chapter.

Habeas Corpus means a direction to someone to produce a person who is allegedly detained against his/her will before the court for an action according to the law.
33 Status of forced marriage: free consent is the essential requisite of a valid Muslim marriage. A marriage without consent or in which consent has been
obtained through force or fraud or misrepresentation is void. (see Matloob Hussain vs. Mst.Shahida & 2 others PLD 2006 SC486 at 496, Humaira
Mehmood v State PLD 1999 Lahore 495)
34 Amina Begum vs. Ghulam Nabi and 2 others PLD 1974 Lahore 78 at page 80
35 Practice in wattasatta marriages vary. Two marriages settled in exchange can happen simultaneously or after a gap, in which a female can be promised
to be given in an exchange marriage in future.
36 Child Marriages in Pakistan (2013), by the Institute For Social Justice (ISJ) http://www.isj.org.pk/child-marriages-in-pakistan/
32
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Forced Religious Conversions of Minority Women
The ‘religious conversion’ is defined as the process of changing ones religion or faith or causing or
influencing someone to change his/her faith or religious belief from one religion to another. The fact
of changing one’s religion or belief or the action of persuading someone else to change theirs is
unilateral process by nature in Pakistan i.e., any non-Muslim can be converted to Islam but if a
member of Muslim community or a person converted to Islam wants to convert to any other religion
he/she is excommunicated and even punishable by death. In other words, theoretically according to
the Constitution of Pakistan, there is no restriction on changing ones religion. However, this
religious conversion is only considered as conversion to Islam. Whereas, converting to another
religion from Islam is considered as apostasy and punishable by death as per the socio-cultural
interpretation of Islamic Sharia. In many Muslim-majority states, conversion from Islam to another
religion or to atheism leads to a severe State response. While incidents of official executions are
rare, individuals who leave Islam for another religion face imprisonment, intimidation, loss of
property, physical abuse, denial of access to education, jobs and civil rights.37
In general, practice of conversion is considered noble and righteous deity, the reason behind is the
glorification of Islam and vilification of other world religions in school curriculum. The individuals
from various religious backgrounds are pressurized in name of Islam to change his/her religious
belief. Most of the people believe that preaching conversion is essential, however, such people with
limited knowledge forget teachings of Holy Prophet (PBUH) on equal rights of minorities provided
under the convention of Makkah.
37

http://www.pewforum.org/2012/09/20/rising-tide-of-restrictions-on-religion-findings/
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The Catholic (National) Commission for Justice and Peace works for the rights of the religious
minorities of Pakistan. The commission monitors the situation of religious minorities in
Pakistan and has recovered various cases of the forced conversion of non-Muslims. According to
recorded statistics, there were 762 cases of forced conversion from 1999 to 2004 and around 1415
cases were recorded from 2000 to 2014, which can be verified by leading news papers.38
The 2.5 million Hindus39 are facing increasing discrimination from Muslim extremist groups. They
are being kidnapped, raped and forcedly converted. Hindus in Pakistan are denied access to public
resources, employment, housing, business opportunities, and protection and due legal process.40 We
will discuss the practices of converting members of minority communities to Islam particularly in
case of illegal marriages and marriages without the consent of family.
With reference to the above-mentioned survey conducted among 100 legal and religious experts out
of which 93 responded. The purpose of the survey was to find the ground reality related to the issue
of forced conversion. It also aimed to understand the social practices and legal coverage given to
the victim of forced conversion by the society. The following results were driven out of the survey;
S TAT IS IT CS AS PE R S URVE Y O N FO RCE D
CO NVE RS I O N
Victim of forced marriage/conversion subject to abduction, rape, domestic violence and others
Victims provided judicial protection, police support or psychological rehabilitation
Forced conversion considered a criminal offense
Forced conversion is related to finanical benefits
religious preaching/heavenly duty foundation of forced converison
Policy makers to draft laws & policies to prevent forced conversion
70
60
50
40
30
20
10
0

38
39
40

STRONGLY
D IS AGR E E

D IS AGR E E

NO COMMENTS

HumanRightsMonitor2005,Lahore,NationalCommissionforJusticeandPeace
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south-asia-20582988
http://www.uscirf.gov/images/Pakistan%20Factsheet%20July%202013%20FINAL.pdf
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AGREE

STRONGLY
AGREE

The victim of forced marriage is subjected to abduction, rape, domestic violence and others
Forced marriages/conversions follow a distinctive
pattern: girls — usually between the ages of 12 and 25
— are abducted, converted to Islam, and married to the
abductor or third party. Once in the custody of the
abductor, the victim girl may be subjected to sexual
violence, rape, forced prostitution, human trafficking
and sale, or other domestic abuses.41

3% 3%
29%
29%

36% of legal experts ‘Strongly Agreed’ with the fact,
and 29% ‘Agreed’ as per the survey. Looking at the
actual affirmative response to these issues, adding up
‘Agreed’ and ‘Strongly Agreed’ options, we come up
with the figure of 65% out of total participants who
agreed that forced marriage is subjected to abduction,
rape, domestic violence and others.

36%

Disagree

Strongly Disagree
Agree
Commentless
Strongly Agree

These victims are provided with judicial protection; police support or psychological
rehabilitation
35 % legal experts ‘Strongly Agreed’ that due to
law and social attitudes in Pakistan, perpetrators are
provided with immunity, and the complex nature of
associated crimes makes it difficult to categorize
42
this crime as specific to religious identity.

11%
29%
14%

14%

32%

Strongly Disagreed

Disagreed

Agreed

Strongly Agreed

No Comments

Forced conversions should be considered as criminal offense
60 % of the legal experts‘Strongly Agreed’ that forced conversion
should be ranked as a crime by enacting legislation.The provisions
relating to forced conversions must be incorporated in the Code of
Criminal Procedure.

3% 3%
28%

4%

Disagree

Strongly Disagree
Agree
Commentless
Strongly Agree

41
42

61%

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/opinion/28-Nov-2014/forced-conversions-a-peril-for-hindus
http://www.dawn.com/news/1098452

Sr. No.

Location

offence

Jameelabad, Faisalabad

Abduction+forced

Age of the
19/45
victim
13

Socio- economic Response of police
status
Unmarried/
Court issued a warrant

Ref
68

Forced conversion is related to financial benefits

3%

Police failure to register complaints has left minorities
without protection in Pakistan. The failure of
government authorities to protect them has forced
many to pay local gangs ‘protection money’ to
avoid being kidnapped for ransom. "Often, a family
that is unable to pay “protection money” and cannot
43
afford the demanded ransom they are converted to
Islam.

35%

3%

There are many cases when people from religious
minorities are forced to convert so that the perpetrator
gains financial/economic benefits, only 3 % of the
legal experts ‘Strongly Agreed’ that forced conversion
is an outcome of desire to gain economic benefits.

35%

24%

Disagree

Strongly Disagree
Agree
Commentless
Strongly Agree

Religious preaching and heavenly duty is the foundation of forced conversions

29%

21%

Forced conversions are generally associated with
Islam, but the survey responses show that twenty
–eight percent of our respondents disagreed that with
religious preaching and the desire to glorify one’s
religion is the foundation of forced conversion.

32%

18%

Disagree

Strongly Agree
Agree
Commentless

The policy maker should draft laws and policies preventing forced conversions
Fifty-Seven percent of the experts supported the fact that
policy makers must draft laws, which can prevent forced
conversions in Pakistan.
Disagree

3%

11%

29%

Strongly Agree

Commentless

Agree

57%

43

http://www.achrweb.org/Review/2007/179!07.htm.
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Conversions after abduction and marriage
During the past few years, conversion has become a major concern for religious minorities living in
Pakistan. They have filed a number of complaints of abduction of their females, forcedly converted
to Islam and consequently given in marriage to a Muslim male. As per the stereotypes spread by the
right-wing religious fundamentalists, it is considered that conversion to Islam by non-Muslims is a
way to practice polygamy or to bailout from unwanted marriage. There are many reported cases of
illegal marriages of minority women i.e., Christian, Hindu and Sikh. The women victimized by such
illegal marriages usually include minors. The method adopted for these illegalization starts from the
abduction of the victim. Later, they are either raped or forcefully married and converted to Islam
through a Muslim marriage.
The study of the abduction patterns elaborates that the minor girls are either kidnapped from workplace, on their way to school or outside their home in the absence of the male member of the family.
Once the girls are kidnapped, they are continuously threatened for their family’s life, raped, abused,
enslaved and tortured to convert. In some cases, the girls are imprisoned until they accept Islam as
their faith. During the process, the victims are not able to contact their respective families. Once
conversion take place, their contact with families becomes impossible. Scared by the abductors and
threatened or pressurized by the police they give their statements, before the magistrate, in the favor
of the abductor and claim their conversion to be willful. Their free will is determined by their given
statements and facts or evidences are usually ignored by judiciary.
It is interesting to note that police and government habitually side with culprits/abductor who
happen to be from the majority community with a socio-economical influence. The lower courts
have a tendency to ignore the circumstances in which forced conversion or marriage takes place i.e.
detachment from family, crime involved, age of the victims, etc. Unfortunately, converting a
non-believer to Islam is considered a holy deed; therefore, the perpetrator is often treated as a
social/religious hero. The judiciary while overlooking the evidence or consent of the victim, siding
with the offender and his criminal act is often veiled with glory to Islam or interfaith romance. The
state of Pakistan is silent on forced conversion of minority women and later their marriages to
Muslim men of influential families. The PPC, 1860 defines abduction and forced detention as
hideous offences, therefore, government must proactively ensure justice to all citizens of Pakistan
as per the constitution of Pakistan.
Examples of Forced Conversion:
In 1997 three sisters Nadia, Naema and Nabila (15, 13 and 11 of age respectively) of Rawalpindi
were given in the custody of their Muslim neighbors by the local Magistrate instead of their
parents on pretext of conversion to Islam, whereas the Christian parents had earlier approached the
court reporting about their abduction. Ironically, the law separated the children from the natural
and bona fide guardians despite conversion.
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Hervinder Kaur, a 6 years old Sikh girl was kidnapped by persons belonging to Afridi Tribe from
Khyber Agency in 2003. The tribe reported that the minor had converted to Islam, thus, she could
not be returned to her parents. The government failed to do anything to recover the girl.44
A 13 years old Hindu girl Mashu was converted to Islam in Mirpurkhas, Sindh. She was renamed
Mariam by her abductor cum husband. The court validated the marriage on a statement of
consent, ignoring the circumstances and the motive. Police refused a meeting between the girl
and parents on the pretext of conversion.45
Three Hindu sisters Reena (21), Usha (19) and Rima (17) were kidnapped in 2005 in Karachi. A
case was registered against the neighboring boys as principle suspect with abduction charges by
the parents. Police arrested the boys but later set them free. A few days later, parents came to
know that their daughters were staying in a religious seminary. The parents believed that their
daughters were kidnapped and forced to convert. The Supreme Court ordered police to provide
security to the girls and shift them to Edhi orphanage from the seminary.46
Ms. Rinkle Kumari (17), a Hindu girl, was allegedly kidnapped, forced to convert from Hinduism
to Islam 47,48 and married to a Muslim Naveed Shah in Mirpur Mathelo, Ghotki district.49 The case
was appealed to the Supreme Court of Pakistan where she said that she wanted to live with her
50
parents and not her husband. The court issued a verdict that she stay with her husband.
In May 2007, members of the Christian community of Charsadda in the North West Frontier
Province of Pakistan, close to the border of Afghanistan, reported that they had received
letters threatening bombings if they did not convert to Islam, and that the police were not taking
their fears seriously.51
In June 2009, International Christian Concern (Int.CC) reported the rape and killing of a Christian
man in Pakistan, for refusing to convert to Islam.52
Recently a teenage boy living in Tando Allayar, (Sindh) was abducted and forcedly converted to
Islam by the caretaker of a monastery. According to the family, he is kept imprisoned by them.
53
The caretaker of the monastery says that the fifteen-year-old Pawan Kumar has willfully converted.
Forced Convtersion in Pakistan
The Centre for Legal Aid and Assistance (CLAAS) has categorized eight different types or forms of
conversion: (1) willful, (2) fraudulent; (3) for shelter; (4) exploitative; (5) induced; (6) under threat
54
or duress; (7) for greed; and (8) forceful

44

NCJPreportonminoritiesinPakistan1998,HumanRightsMonitor2004,NationalCommissionforJusticeandPeace-Pakistan
TheChristianVoice Karachi,January 22,2005
46 Daily Dawn December 3, and Daily Times December 17, 2005
47 Nora Zimmett (June 13, 2009). "Christian Man Raped, Murdered for Refusing to Convert to Islam, Family Says". FOX News. Retrieved September
8,2014
48 Opinion: RinkleKumari – the newMarvi of Sindh by MarviSirmed. The friday times.com. Retrieved September 8, 2014
49 NCJPreportonminoritiesinPakistan 2012-13 (pg: 78)
50 "Opinion: RinkleKumari – the new Marvi of Sindh by MarviSirmed". Thefridaytimes.com. Retrieved September8,2014
51 Taliban Tells Pakistani Christians: Convert or Die (May,2007) Fox News. Retrieved 2 september 2014
52 Nora Zimmett (June 13, 2009). "Christian Man Raped, Murdered for Refusing to Convert to Islam, Family Says". Fox News. Retrieved 2
September 2014
53 http://www.bbc.com/urdu/pakistan/2015/06/150619_hindu_boy_converted_sindh_rh
54 Anthony, Nadeem, ed. Centre for Legal Aid Assistance and Settlement (CLAAS): Annual Report 2011. Lahore, Pakistan: CLAAS-Pakistan, 2011
45
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The Islamic context on forced conversion has generally been accepted as authoritative conversion and
55
undue stress on details is not allowed. Conversions however, are justified and viewed as a desirable
practice. This majority opinion, however, facilitates the work of those proselytizers engaged in such
56
coercive evangelization, since underlying coercive factors are not investigated. Conversions are
accepted without question, and the converting party gains respect for what is considered a service
to the religion.
Challenges to conversions, particularly from non-Muslims, are viewed with suspicion. Though no
legal bar to conversion from Islam to another faith exists, social attitudes ensure that in practice only
57
one-way conversion to Islam is allowed.
When directly coerced or forced conversion occurs, the state and authorities are often complicit.
CCJP notes that the apathetic and sluggish performance of the district administration and magistrate
in particular manifests a complete failure to implement the rule of law and antagonism towards
religious freedoms. This is substantiated by the observation that same official authorities, instead of
exercising vested powers to ensure justice, fail to investigate the circumstances under which
58
conversions took place. Further, the prevalent social attitude, which favors conversions without
considering underlying circumstances, pervades legal procedures. Officials routinely base their
decisions on biased religious or social attitudes in administering justice.59
Statistics on forced conversions
are either estimated or unavailable.
Part of the problem is the lack
of reporting and monitoring.
Local and national newspapers
periodically publish news
reports noting conversions,
almost
exclusively
from
Christianity or Hinduism to
Islam. The Catholic Commission
for Justice & Peace (CCJP)
recorded 762 non-Muslim
conversions to Islam between
1999 and 2004 by monitoring
the four daily newspapers printed
in Lahore.60

Religion Wise Conversion 2000-2012
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However, there was no conversion
reported from Islam to any other religion. Nevertheless, the members of minority community also convert
to Islam in case of illegal marriages and marriages without the consent of family. Where efforts have
been made to compile the incidence and rate of conversion, estimates have been based on limited media
reporting.
Najam, Durdana. “Forced conversions against the spirit of Islam” (Daily Times, 23 June 2012).
Rehman, I.A. “Unwelcome conversions” (DAWN, 22 March 2012).
57 Sahi, Aoun. “Matter of faith” (The News, 13 March 2011).
58 NCJP. Human Rights Monitor 2000: A report on the Religious Minorities in Pakistan. Lahore, Pakistan: Sanjh Publishers, 2000.
59 MSP Interview with Mr. Peter Jacob (National Commission for Justice and Peace). 13 July 2012.
60 HumanRightsMonitor2005,Lahore,NationalCommissionforJusticeandPeace
55
56
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CCJP monitoring of media reports noted 1,791 conversions in total between 2000 and 2012, 624 of out of
those were included people belonging to Christian faith.
In the constitution of Pakistan, there is no such restriction on converting from ones religion to any other. The
environment created by extremist fundamentalists and pro extremist political parties does not allow conversion
to another religion from Islam; such conversions are treated as apostasy, punishable by death as per the
common interpretation of Islamic Sharia law.
In a number of cases, minority women (Christian, Hindu and Sikh), including minors were abducted and
converted to Islam through a Muslim marriage. Their contact with families becomes impossible because of
their conversion. Scared by the abductors, they make statements before the judge that they changed their
religion out of freewill. The police and the administrative authorities usually side with the culprits who
happen to be from the majority community and socially and economically influential. The lower courts have
generally ignored the circumstances i.e. detachment from family, crime involved, age of the so called
converted, therefore, there is need for enabling conditions for a free consent.

Data on Forced Conversion
The graph shows the reported case of conversions of religious minorities, this information is gathered
mainly from four daily newspapers.61
Cases of Forced Conversions
In 2013, there have been various cases of forced conversion in Hindu and Christian community.
Around 250 Hindus and Christians have been converted to Islam in the Bhurchandi Sharif Shrine
seminary only.
Some of these cases recorded (2013) among Hindus Community are as following;
According to the Hindu Panchayat, every month around 20 girls are abducted and forcedly converted
to Islam.
Seven Hindu girls were targeted in the conversion to Islam campaign. Of the seven, five have
been abducted and converted by Muslim assailants. The police recovered one Hindu girl who was
abducted and forced to convert to Islam whereas in one case, the attempted abduction was
foiled by the passer by.

61

www.ncjp-pk.org(NCJP Human Rights Monitor 2012-13)
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Some of these cases recorded (2012-2013) among Christian Community are as following;
•
Following are the cases that has been recorded only under forced conversion session whereas
major crimes against Christian community are related to property, physical assault, sexual abuse,
rape, blasphemy accusations and killing.
Sr
No.

63

Offence

Age of
the victim

Abduction +
forced conversion

1.

KohliVairi village, Nangar
Parka Taluka, Tha parkar
District, Sindh

2.

KohliVairi village, Nangar
Parka Taluka, Tharparkar
District, Sindh.

Abduction +
forced conversion

Gadap Karachi, Sindh

Abducted + forced marriage
and forced conversion

3.

62

Location

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-136-2013
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-115-2012
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Socio
economic
status

16

Unmarried /
schedule caste
Hindu

14

Unmarried /
schedule caste
Hindu

14

Unmarried /
Working class Hindu

Response of
police

Ref.

No Action

62

No Action

63

Sr
No.

Location

Offence

Age of
the victim

Socio
economic
status

Response of
police

Married /

Refuse to file the
case

Ref.

4.

TobanShakh, in Kanri, Sindh

Attempt for
abduction (saved by
other passengers &
bystanders near bus station)

5.

Arbab Rind village, Bhit
Shah,
Hyderabad

Abduction + forced
conversion & trafficking

12

Unmarried / Middle
class

FIR was filed
( no action was taken
against the
abductors)

Abducted + forced
marriage and forced
conversion

18

Unmarried/ Elite
class

FIR was lodged

65

6.

Jhanjhri Street, Sarafa
Bazaar, Jacobabad

7.

Mathelo town,
Mirpur

Abducted + forced

19

Unmarried/ middle

Case was dismissed

66

64

About 1,000 Hindu and Christian girls are abducted in Pakistan every year. They are converted to
Islam through use of forced marriages”, as stated by Dr. Ramesh Kumar Vankwani, Chief Patron
of the Pakistan Hindu Council (PHC). Focusing primarily on the Christian community, the study
says roughly 700 girls are abducted each year while “conservative estimates” indicate that about
300 are Hindu age bracket 12 and 25 years.67

Sr. No.
1.
2.

Location

offence

Jameelabad, Faisalabad

Abduction+forced
marriage & conversion
Azizabad Colony Bahawalpur Abduction+forced
marriage & conversion

Age of the
victim
13

Socio- economic Response of police
status
Unmarried/
Court issued a warrant
working class

14

Unmarried/

FR register & victim
was present before
magistrate

14

Unmarried/
working class

28

Unmarried/
working class
Unmarried/
working class

FIR/complaint
was
refused
FIR/complaint
was
refused
FIR/complaint
was
refused
FIR was lodged not no
further action

Ref
68

69

2012
3.
4.
5.
6.
64
65
66
67
68
69
70

Sheikhupura
(Area Unknown)
Lahore
Gujranwala

Abducted,
raped
and
converted
Abducted+forced
conversion
Kidnapping and forced
conversion
Kidnapped, raped +forced
conversion

17
19

Unmarried/
working class

Abduction+Forced
15
Lahore
Unmarried/
No action
7.
conversion
working class
http://ahmadiyyatimes.blogspot.com/2013/07/pakistan-jihad-to-convert-hindu-girls.html
www.sociableinfo.com/hindus-protest-after-woman-convered-to-islam-in-pakistan/#.UeY5sG2bFVU&www.awamiawaz.net/jacobabad20
Lahore
Unmarried/
No action
8.
protest-4
working class
http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2012/04/10/city/karachi/the-mystifying-case-of-rinkle-kumari/
http://www.ipsnews.net/2014/05/minorities-pakistan-fear-forced-conversion-islam/
AsiaNews:http://midnightwatcher.wordpress.com/2013/11/24/pakistan-13-year-old-girl-abducted-forced-to-convert-to-islam-and-marrymuslim-man/
http://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/headlinenewsd.php?hnewsid=4313
http://defence.pk/threads/issue-of-forced-conversions-in-pakistan.176427/
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70

marriage & conversion

2.

was present
magistrate

before

2012
3.
4.
5.
Sr. No.
6.
1.
7.
2.
8.
2012

Sheikhupura

Abducted,
raped
and
converted
Abducted+forced
conversion
Lahore
Kidnapping
and forced
Location
offence
conversion
Gujranwala
Kidnapped,
raped +forced
Jameelabad, Faisalabad
Abduction+forced
conversion
marriage & conversion
Abduction+forced
Azizabad Colony Bahawalpur Abduction+Forced
Lahore
marriage & conversion
conversion
Lahore

14

Unmarried/
working class

28
17
Age of the
victim
19
13

FIR/complaint
was 70
refused
Unmarried/
FIR/complaint
was
working class
refused
Unmarried/
Socio- economic FIR/complaint
Response of police was Ref
working
refused
status class
Unmarried/
FIR was
lodged
not no 68
Unmarried/
Court
issued
a warrant
working class
further action

14
15

Unmarried/
Unmarried/
working class

20

Unmarried/
working class
Unmarried/
working class

69

Abducted,
raped
and 14
FIR/complaint
was 70
converted
refused
Data Collection by CCJP; Forced
Conversion28
Abducted+forced
Unmarried/
FIR/complaint
was
4.
conversion
working class
refused
Lahore
Kidnapping and forced 17
Unmarried/
FIR/complaint/ statistics
was
The
and gather
information
on
5. commission has also established a database to verify working
class
conversion
refused
cases ofGujranwala
forced conversions of
religious
minorities
throughout
Pakistan.
These
statistics
are
gathered
Kidnapped, raped +forced 19
Unmarried/
FIR was lodged not no
6.
from
network of regional/diocesan
offices of CCJP. The Commission
does facilitate
victims through
conversion
working class
further action
3.

Sheikhupura

FR
register & victim
No action
was present before
magistrate
No action

legal
and
para-legal aid program.
Following are the
cases:
Abduction+Forced
15 details of
Lahore
Unmarried/
7.
conversion

working class

20

Lahore

Unmarried/
working class

8.
Forced
Conversion Data of Faisalabad Diocese
Month/
Year

City/
district

Gender
of the
victim

Age of
the
victim

Religion
of victim

Gender
of
Perpetra
tor(s)

No action
No action

Age of
perpet
rator(s)

Religion
/Sect
of
perpetrat
or(s)

Pattern
of
crime

Reason
of
convers
ion

Place of
convers
ion

Action taken by
police / Judiciary

May,
2012

Faisalabad F

14

Christianity M

25

Islam

Kidnap

Marriage Lawyer's Police booked a
Chamber case against
in
kidnapper and
Jaranwala
recovered the girl

Sept.,
2012

Faisalabad F

24

Christianity M

26

Islam

Kidnap

Marriage Lawyer's
Chamber
in
Faisalabad

Police booked a
case against
Christian family
for harassing the
newly wedded
couple

June,
2013

F

13

Christianity M

32

Islam

Kidnap

Marriage

Police registered a
case against the
kidnapper but no
remedy was given
by the police to the
victim's family

July,
2013

F

17

Christianity M

20

Islam

Peer
Pressure

Love
affair
and
Marriage
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-

Application
submitted but the
police presented a
Muslim Marriage
Certificate of the
couple

Month/
Year

City/
district

Gender
of the
victim

Nov.,
2014

Faisalabad F

35

Christianity M

40

Islam

Peer
Pressure

Love
affair

April,
2015

Chak
F
Jhumra,
Faisalabad

24

Christianity M

28

Islam

Peer
Pressure

Love
affair
and
Marriage

Religion /

Pattern
of
crime

Age of
the
victim

Religion
of victim

Gender Age of
Perpetraof
Perpetra- tor(s)
tor(s)

Religion
/Sect
of
Perpetrator(s)

Pattern
of
crime

Reason
Place of Action taken by
of
conversion police / Judiciary
conversion

Jamaia
Rizwania
Mazhare-Islam,

Police filed an FIR
against kidnapper
but no remedy was
provided by police
to complainant
Application was
submitted but
police presented a
Muslim Marriage
Certificate of the
couple

Forced Conversion Data of Rawalpindi Diocese
Month /
Year

City/dist
rict of
case

Gender
of the
victim

Age of
the
victim

Religion Gender
of victim of

Jan.,2011 Islamabad

F

21

Christian

M &F

April,2011 Gujarat

M

33

Christian

F

Aug.,2011 Quetta

F

_

Christian

_

Oct.,2011 Wah
Cantt.

F

_

Christian

M

_

Islam

_
Settlement Paper
Marriage
Abroad

IFR Launched

53

Christian

F

_

Islam

Peer
Pressure

None

Nov.,2011 Rawalpindi F

Perpetrator

Age of

perpetrator Sect of

Perpetrator
Islam

30

Islam
_

_

Reason
Place of Action taken
Conversion by
of
police/Judiciary
Conversion

Abduction Marriage Islamabad An agreement
was signed
between
both the parties
and
the case was
settled down
Peer
Marriage Jhelum
None
Pressure
_

_

To
embrace
Islam

_

None

_

April,2013 Rawalpindi M & F

_

Christian

_

_

Aug.,2013

_

Christian

M

_

Islam

Threats

To
Lalamusa None
Embrace
Islam

22

Christian

M

_

Islam

Peer
Pressure

Marriage Rawalpindi None

Lalamusa

M

Mar.,2015 Rawalpindi F
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Islam

Threats

_
To
Embrace
Islam

None

Forced Conversion Data from Gujranwala Diocese
Month /
Year

July,
2011
Aug.,
2011
Feb.,
2012
Feb.,
2012
Mar.,
2012
May,
2012
June,
2012
June,
2012

City/
district
of case

Gender
of the
victim

Age of
the
victim

Religion Gender
of victim of

Perpetrator Sect of

Sialkot

F

18

Christian

M

19

Muslim

Kidnapping Marriage

Gujranwala

F

15

Christian

M

25

Muslim

Kidnapping

Gujranwala

F

19

Christian

M

30

Muslim

Gujranwala

F

14

Christian

M

45

Muslim

Theft
Blame

Marriage

_

_

Sialkot

F

50

Christian

M

45

Muslim

Peer
Pressure

Marriage

_

_

Gujranwala

M

35

Christian

_

_

Muslim

Sialkot

M

27

Christian

F

19

Muslim

Kidnapping

Gujranwala

F

15

Christian

M

27

Muslim

Kidnapping

Perpetrator

Age of

Religion /

Perpetrator

Pattern
of
crime

Reason
Place of
Conversion
of
Conversion

Action taken
by
police/Judiciary

Shrine

_

Marriage

Mosque

_

Kidnapping Marriage

Mosque

_

Marriage

Shrine

_

Marriage

Shrine

_

Marriage

Shrine

_

Forced Conversion Data from Hyderabad Diocese
Month /
Year

City/
district
of case

June,
2012

Usher

Dec.,
2013

Gender
of the
victim

F

Jamsahoro M

Age of
the
victim

Religion Gender
of victim of

Perpetrator

Age of

Pattern
of
Perpetrator crime
Religion /

Perpetrator Sect of

Place of
Action taken
Reason
Conversion by
of
police/Judiciary
Conversion

27

Christian

M

45-50

Muslim Kidnapping Love
affair

Mosque

No

23

Christian

M

45-50

Muslim

Family
Dispute

Mosque

No

Financial
Problem

Forced Conversion Data from Karachi Diocese
Month /
Year
_
July, 2011

Age of
the
victim

City/
district
of case

Gender
of the
victim

Karachi/
Malir
Clifton
Karachi

F

15

Christian

Male

Adult

Islam

Blackmailing

F

15

Hindu

Male

Adult

Islam

Abduction

Religion Gender
of victim of

Perpetrator

Age of

Pattern
of
Perpetrator crime
Religion /

Perpetrator Sect of
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Place of
Reason
Action taken
Conversion by
of
Conversion
police/Judiciary
Marriage _

_

Marriage Mosque

police released
perpetrator
without any
charges due to
the pressure and
sent the victim
to Pannah
shelter Home

Month /
Year

Age of
the
victim

Place of
Reason
Action taken
Conversion by
of
Conversion
police/Judiciary

City/
district
of case

Gender
of the
victim

Karachi

F

18

Christian

Male

Adult

Islam

Blackmailing

Malir /
Karachi

F

_

Hindu

Male

Adult

Islam

Abduction Marriage

Jamia
Dar-ul
Alum
(Madresa)

Dec.,
Dec.,
2011
2011

Karachi

F

15

Hindu

Male

Adult

Islam

Abduction Marriage

Al
_
Jamiat
Al
Binoria
Al
Almia
(Madresa)

Oct.,
2014
Oct,
2014

Karachi

F

_

Christian

Male

Adult

Islam

Abduction Marriage

Dar-ul
Afia
Jamia
Dar- ul
Alum
(Madres

Pressurized the
victim’s family
and sent
Sohaina with
accused

_

Karachi

F

17

Hindu

Male

26 years

Islam

Kidnapping Marriage

_

_

Oct.,
Oct.,
2011
2011
Oct.,
2011

_

Religion Gender
of victim of

Perpetrator

Age of

Pattern
of
Perpetrator crime
Religion /

Perpetrator Sect of

Marriage

_

_
Police
presented
certificate of
conversion to
victim's parents
and sent them
back. They
were not
allowed to meet
Rekha

Forced Conversion Data from Multan
Month /
Year
April,
2011

City/
district
of case
Multan

Gender
of the
victim
F

Age of
the
victim
20

Religion Gender
of victim of

Perpetrator

Christian

M

Age of

Pattern
of
Perpetrator crime
Religion /

Perpetrator Sect of

24
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Islam
(Sunni)

Place of
Reason
Action taken
Conversion by
of
Conversion
police/Judiciary

Kidnapping Marriage

Islamic
Court

victim’s family
registered an
FIR against
perpetrator but
magistrate sent
her with
husband after
she spoke in his
favor.

Month /
Year

City/
district
of case

May,
2011

Rahim
Yar Khan

June,
2014

Multan

Gender
of the
victim
F

F

Age of
the
victim
24

14

Religion Gender
of victim of

Perpetrator

Age of

Pattern
of
Perpetrator crime
Religion /

Perpetrator Sect of

Place of
Reason
Action taken
Conversion by
of
Conversion
police/Judiciary

Christian

M

29

Islam
(Sunni)

Kidnapping Marriage

Islamic
Court

victim’s family
registered an
FIR against
perpetrator but
magistrate sent
her with
husband after
she spoke in his
favor.

Christian

M

26

Islam
(Sunni)

Kidnapping Marriage

Islamic
Court

victim’s family
registered an
FIR against
perpetrator but
magistrate sent
her with
husband after
she spoke in his
favor.

Reasons for Forced Conversion of Religious Minority Women
This categorization alludes to a social context in which conversion to majority religion may
guarantee social advancement and access to greater opportunities. Social and economic
disparities and poverty are major reasons for willful conversions to Islam.71 Non-Muslims are
persuaded effectively to escape pervasive discrimination and ascend the social ladder from the
status of a second-class citizen by converting to Islam.72 For a minority girl, in particular, the
prospect of advancement is alluring.73
The victims of forced conversion are physically and emotionally abused or threatened, reasons
of forced conversion are more material than spiritual or holy, i.e.
Confiscation of the property from religious minority or an individual belong to religious minority
community
Forcible and scheduled displacement of religious minority from a particular jurisdiction
Retaliation or revenge or settling a score with individual or community through abducted or
detaining female member(s)
Lust or sexual yearning towards a female from religious minority
Socio-economic coercing or compelling from the religious majority
Propulsion from extremist/fundamentalist to convert non-Muslim to fulfill religious obligation
Self-glorification to advocate ones righteousness as a religious individual.
71
72
73

Dawn. “Minorities concerned at ‘forced conversions’” (Dawn, 27 May 2006).
84 Rehman, I.A. “Unwelcome conversions” (DAWN, 22 March 2012).
SP Interview with Mr. Peter Jacob (National Commission for Justice and Peace). 13 July 2012.
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Existing Laws to Counter Forced Conversion
Conversion as defined earlier is an act of changing ones birth religion or family religion to another
religion of one’s choice. Unfortunately, in Pakistan conversion is not a simple phenomenon as
per its definition. Religious conversion is forced upon the minority women. The only legislation
is related to the regulation of conversion is Caste Disabilities Removal Act, 1850. The mentioned
law does not cater needs to prevent or rescue victims of forced conversion but rather protects
converts from disabilities that forfeit their rights and property subject of inheritance.
Government of Pakistan is silent on the recent forced conversions of Hindu community, which
led to migration of this religious minority The major cause of this massive migration is that the
state failed to take necessary steps for prevention of forced conversion and protection of Hindu
community; State even does not recognize neither the civil nor the common law for marriage.
Marriages were generally performed and registered according to one's religious group; however,
there was no legal mechanism to register marriages of Hindus and Sikhs.
Marriages of non-Muslim men remain legal upon conversion to Islam. If a non-Muslim female
converted to Islam, and her marriage (before conversion) was performed according to her previous
religious beliefs, the marriage was considered dissolved. Children of married Hindu or Christian
women, who convert to Islam) are considered illegitimate unless their husbands also accept
Islam as their religion. The only way the marriage can be legitimated and the children made
legitimate for inheritance was for the husband to convert to Islam. The children of a Muslim man
and a Muslim woman who both converted to another religious group were considered illegitimate,
and the government could take custody of the children. The registration of Hindu and Sikh marriages
by government has been a long-standing demand of religious minorities.
The Scheduled Caste Rights Movement (SCRM) and other minority rights organizations
demanded legislation for minorities' marriage registration. The minorities' representatives were
of the view that in the absence of Hindu and Sikh marriage registration, women faced difficulties
in getting a share of their parents' and husbands' property, accessing health services, voting,
obtaining a passport, and buying or selling property. Corrective legislation has not yet been
introduced.74
Preventive Measures taken by the Government
Senate Committee on Minorities and Provincial Assemblies periodically place attention to the
issue of forced conversions, however these hearings or debates have failed to produce affirmative
legislation to remedy the incidents of the rights violation. In some cases, representatives have
actively blocked legislation and debate issue on 21 June 2006, when Joseph Hakim Din from

74

Forced conversion report of Pakistan
32/45

Pakistan Muslim League (N) echoed the issue of forced conversion in the Punjab Assembly,
Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal’s Arshad Baggu cast doubt on the veracity of the forced conversion
75
claim, labeling the conversions voluntary and a result of elopements and “wayward social practices.”
One Christian Member of Parliament noted that nothing had changed in the National Assembly’s
attitude and inclination to enact required reform since 1998 when the Bishop of Lahore invited
Nawaz Sharif, then Prime Minister, to his congregation and brought the issues of abductions,
conversions, and rape being perpetrated on Christian girls to his attention.76
The Parliamentary panel/Committee constituted in 2012 recommended legislations on forced
religious conversions. The report held local police officers, tribal chief, and politicians responsible for
not helping minorities recover their kidnapped community members.77 However, no legislative or
administrative measures have been taken by any government so far to address this menace.
The representative of Pakistan, however, characterized adoption of the UDHR as an
"epoch-making event”, and "thought it to be necessary to set out very clearly his delegation's
position as to that part of article 19" which "dealt with the freedom of conscience, including freedom
to change one's religion." He said, "The Muslim religion had unequivocally proclaimed the right
to freedom of conscience and had declared itself against any kind of compulsion in matters of
faith or religious practices. The Pakistan delegation would therefore vote for article 19, and
would accept no limitation on its provisions." 78

75
76
77
78

The News. “Elopement of Christian girls with Muslims echoes in PA” (The News, 22 June 2006).
Daily Times. “Honour killings and abductions of Christian girls” (Daily Times,26 September 2006).
http://tribune.com.pk/story/443767/protecting-minorities-na-panel-suggests-law-on-forced-conversions/
215. Id. According to the Pakistani delegate: The Koran expressly said: "Let he who chooses to believe, believe, and he who chooses to
disbelieve, disbelieve," and it formally condemned not lack of faith but hypocrisy. The Moslem religion was a missionary religion: it strove
to persuade men to change their faith and alter their way of living, so as to follow the faith and way of living it preached, but it recognized
the same right of conversion for other religions as for itself.
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Freedom of Religion or Belief as per the National & International Laws
CCJP regularly monitors human rights violation, in particularly, religious minority rights situation
in Pakistan. It has been observed that the practical implementation of the Constitution of Pakistan
is in contradictory to the articles on freedom of religion, equal citizenship and protection of
minorities, women and children.
The Constitution of Pakistan apparently guarantees the rights of religious minorities, children,
women and others. It also states age of marriage for girls and importance of their consent in this
matter. Legislations such as Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1929 regards underage marriages
illegal and null in Pakistan but social practice is contradictory to the law. The government of
Pakistan needs to be more proficient in implementation of pro-women and pro-children laws.
If we compare our constitution with international laws, we will observe similarity between
them. They stress on equality among citizens, freedom for all and emphasize on justice and rule
t the above mentioned;
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Constitution of Pakistan79
Article 20
Freedom to profess religion and to manage
religious institutions.
Subject to law, public order and morality:(a) Every citizen shall have the right to
profess, practice and propagate his religion;
and
(b) Every religious denomination and every
sect thereof shall have the right to establish,
maintain and manage its religious institutions.

International Law

Article 25
Equality of citizens.
(1) All citizens are equal before law and are
entitled to equal protection of law.

Declaration on the Rights of Persons
Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious
and Linguistic Minorities 81

UDHR 80
Article 18: Everyone has the right to freedom
of thought, conscience and religion; this right
includes freedom to change his religion or belief,
and freedom, either alone or in community with
others and in public or private, to manifest his
religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship
and observance.

Article 1
1. States shall protect the existence and the
national or ethnic, cultural, religious and
linguistic identity of minorities within their
respective territories and shall encourage
conditions for the promotion of that
identity.
Article 2
1. Persons belonging to national or ethnic,
religious and linguistic minorities (hereinafter
referred to as persons belonging to minorities)
have the right to enjoy their own culture, to
profess and practice their own religion, and to
use their own language, in private and in
public, freely and without interference or any
form of discrimination.

Article 36
Protection of minorities.
The State shall safeguard the legitimate rights
and interests of minorities,

http://www.pakistani.org/pakistan/constitution/part2.ch1.html
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Pages/Language.aspx?LangID=eng
81 http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/Minorities.aspx
82 http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CEDAW.aspx
79
80
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82

CEDAW
Article 16
1 (b): The same right freely to choose a spouse
and to enter into marriage only with their free
and full consent;

Constitution of Pakistan
Article 9
Security of person.
No person shall be deprived of life or liberty
save in accordance with law.

International Law
CERD83
Article 5 (d)
(iv) The right to marriage and choice of spouse;
(vii) The right to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion;
(viii) The right to freedom of opinion and
expression

ICCPR
Article 18
1. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of
thought, conscience and religion. This right
shall include freedom to have or to adopt a
religion or belief of his choice, and freedom,
either individually or in community with others
and in public or private, to manifest his religion
or belief in worship, observance, practice and
teaching.
2. No one shall be subject to coercion, which
would impair his freedom to have or to adopt a
religion or belief of his choice.
84

Article 23
3. No marriage shall be entered into without
the free and full consent of the intending
spouses.
Report by the UPR Working Group 85
During the Universal Periodic Review of Pakistan (October 30, 2012), the following recommendations
were made by several countries concerning the freedom of religion or belief. The draft report of UPR
working group had the following core information.
122.26. Continue strengthening and enhancing women’s rights through the enactment of relevant
necessary laws while providing the necessary administrative and institutional mechanisms
(Palestine)
83 http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CERD.aspx
84 http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CCPR.aspx

85 http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G12/190/31/PDF/G1219031.pdf?OpenElement
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122.27. Review and align the legislation with freedom of religion and belief and freedom of
expression, as stipulated in the ICCPR (Sweden);
122.78. Step up its cooperation with the special procedures of the Human Rights Council by
responding positively to the pending visit requests of special procedures mandate holders and
eventually consider extending a standing invitation to all the special procedures mandate holders
of the Human Rights Council (Latvia);
122.79. Extend a standing invitation to the
Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council
and accept the competence of the treaty bodies in
Concluding Observations of the CEDAW Committee:
complaints, inquiry and urgent action procedures
(Costa Rica);
The CEDAW committee made following
recommendations after the review of Pakistan’s
fourth periodic report (February 12, 2013) on
page 10 and 11 respectively; regarding the situation
of women rights in Pakistan.

38. The Committee recalls article 16 of the Convention
and calls on the State party:
(a) To adopt the Hindu Marriage Bill, the Christian

Marriage (Amendment) Bill and the Christian
Divorce Amendment Bill;
(b) To conduct research on the extent of the phenomenon
of abduction of girls for the purposes of forced
conversion and forced marriages and develop a
comprehensive strategy to address this phenomenon
to ensure the effective investigation of cases,
prosecutions and punishment of perpetrators as well
as the provision of remedies and support services
for victims;
*Link:http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CEDAW%2fC%2fPAK%2fCO%
2f4&Lang=en

122.81. Issue an open invitation to the UN Special
Rapporteurs (Belgium)/Extend a standing invitation
to all HRC Special Procedures (Hungary)/Issue
invitations to the Special Rapporteurs to assess the
human rights situation in the country (Iraq)/Consider
issuing standing invitation to all special procedures
of the Human Rights Council (Norway);
122.102. Take steps to implement laws and policies
with a view to eliminating early and forced
marriage (Canada);
122.103. Take effective measures to prevent forced
or early marriage, in particular with a view to ending
rape, sexual exploitation and forced conversions of
scheduled caste girls (Austria);
122.121. Continue efforts to enhance legislations
and measures to further address the situation of
religious minorities, including blasphemy laws,
forced conversions and discrimination against
non-Muslim minorities (Thailand);

UN – the question of conversion 86
The questions related to change of religion are at the very heart of the mandate on freedom of religion or
belief. Violations and limitations of the right to freedom of religion are unacceptable and still occur too
often. In this section, an overview of the problem as well as applicable standards are given.
Types of situations reported under the mandate
The mandate of the Special Rapporteurs on freedom of religion or belief has received numerous reports
on situations related to the question of the right to have or adopt a religion of one’s choice, including
cases of alleged forcible and so-called “unethical” conversions. Based on these reports, four broad types
of situations are identified. It is evident that certain cases fall within more than one type of situation.
86

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/religion/docs/A_60_399.pdf
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(a) Situations, where state agents try to convert, re-convert or prevent the conversion of
persons
In some situations where State officials and different institutions (police, army) try to convert
members of other religious groups, they often municipal, religious minorities , or to force them
to renounce their beliefs. They give death threats, extortion’s of people themselves or their
relives, depriving them of their liberty, torturing and ill-treating them or threatening to be
terminated from their jobs. In some instances, State officials try to make believers
renounce their religion and join a State-approved religion.
(b) Situations, where religious conversion is prohibited by law and punished accordingly
The punishment for conversion can consist of arrest and trial for “apostasy”, imprisonment, and
sometimes death penalty. In some countries, other penalties can be imposed, such as the suspension
of all contracts and inheritance rights, annulment of marriages, loss of property, or removal of
children from their converted parents. Administrative requirements can also make it difficult to
change one’s religion or belief: in number of cases, converters find it impossible to obtain identity
cards after having changed their religion. Where conversion is not actually prohibited by law,
converters can be harassed or threatened by State officials and religious people.
In Pakistan, the conversion to (Islam) is forced in many ways. In other words, conversions occur
due to emotional and socio-economical pressure or an effort to spread religion while ensuring
one’s place in heaven (completing the religious duty). If a Non-Muslim converts to avoid social
pressure, threats or insecurities, they are welcomed wholeheartedly and if by the stroke of luck,
they manage to fight and get free of the bondage of forced conversions, religious leaders discourage
them. The state officials also discourage and create various hindrances when it comes to changing
back to religion of the converted person in the official documents.
(c) Situations where members of majority religious groups seek to convert or reconvert
members of religious minorities
This includes cases where local clergies attempt to convert or groups of believers attack members
of minority religious groups or their places of worship with the aim of converting them.
(d) Situations where so-called “unethical” conversions have been reported
These situations include cases where members of religious groups try to convert other people by
“unethical” means such as the promise of material benefit or by taking advantage of the vulnerable
situation of the person whose conversion is sought. The law sometimes prohibits such conversions
and the acts facilitating such conversion may constitute a criminal offence. In some countries,
legislation prohibits conversion without prior notification of the authorities or defines “forcible”
conversion in broader terms.
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countries, legislation prohibits conversion without prior notification of the authorities or defines
“forcible” conversion in broader terms.
Although the constitution and international treaties ensure protection of minorities, women and
children, Pakistan system has failed to provide security and rights according to the constitution.
The underage marriages of young girls without their consent, the forced conversion of adolescent
girls of religious minorities and other discriminative/anti-women laws results in unrest and
communal intolerance in the social fabric. The pressure of extremist groups and the constant
87
‘love jihad’ create a psychological impact on the victims.
‘Love Jihad’ or ‘Romeo Jihad’, is a popular concept as taken from a research studies conducted
by individuals experts and journalists such as Steven Brown, Rupam Jain Nair, Frank jack Daniel
and others which emerged back in 2009. It allows Muslim men to target young non-Muslim girls
88
to convert them to Islam by feigning love. The concept first caught attention in India in 2009;
however, in due course it was prevalent throughout the nation and beyond India, into Pakistan
and the United Kingdom.89 The concept remains a source of political contention and social concern
for many; although as of 2014, the idea of an organized ‘Love Jihad’ was still widely regarded
as a conspiracy theory by the Indian mainstream.90
The judicial response in the matter of underage conversion as a result of marriage is questionable.
The women in our society are not given an opportunity to choose their religious preference and
if they are married to a Muslim, they have no choice other than conversion.
Another reason for such conversions is lack of personal laws and the stereotypes associated with
religious minorities. For example, it is considered that a Christian or Hindu woman cannot
divorce her husband on the bases of domestic violence or due to dissatisfaction in marriage.
Therefore, women from religious minorities often seek conversion to dissolve their marriage.
Nevertheless, such an act of conversion does not always go smoothly and result into social conflict
and family tensions. The previous chapters have discuss the concept of conversion and reasons
behind forced conversions of religious minorities in Pakistan.

87 The

love jihad’s modus operandi involves a heartless strategy of luring vulnerable girls and young women to convert to Islam by feigned love
and promises of marriage. But instead of marital bliss, the girls unwittingly trapped in its deceitful web usually wind up in the hands of Muslim
fundamentalist organizations.
88 http://www.frontpagemag.com/2009/stephenbrown/the-%E2%80%9Clove-jihad%E2%80%9D-by-steven-brown/
"Muzaffarnagar: 'Love jihad', beef bogey sparked riot flames". Hindustan Times. 12 Sep 2013.
89 Ananthakrishnan G (2009-10-13). "'Love Jihad' racket: VHP, Christian groups find common cause". Times of India.
90 Nair, Rupam Jain; Daniel, Frank Jack (5 September 2014). "'Love Jihad' and religious conversion polarise in Modi's India". Reuters.
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Recommendations:
Definition of “forced conversions” and the accompanying crime of “forced marriage” should
be incorporated in the Pakistan Penal Code/ Constitution of Pakistan
Strong legislation should be made on forced conversion.
A legal protection and remedies to prevent forced conversions and marriages needs to be
taken up by the government and local authorities.
The custody of abducted and allegedly converted especially minor should be immediately
returned to the family or legal guardian.
Independent and permanent Commission/s for Minorities should be constituted at Federal
and Provincial levels with the powers of a tribunal, to examine complaints and a timely
redress.
The circumstances i.e. detachment from family, crime involved, age of the converted should
be taken into consideration
Time duration between the certificate of conversion and marriage can be helpful to ascertain
the free will of so called converted
The converted person should be allowed to meet his or her family
In order to vitalize the institution of family, checking abuses and enabling marriage without
conversions, there is a need to enact a “Common Civil Code”, that makes it possible for the
citizens to contract civil marriages (interfaith and otherwise), with equal rights in all matters.
Existing Family or Personal laws for religious minorities in Pakistan should be reviewed by
a competent body to check injustices against minority citizens and to ensure that these laws
comply with human rights standards and prevent the overriding effect of the personal law of
the majority community
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The option of dissolution of marriage or divorce or annulment of marriage should practically
be included in laws of religious minorities. These legislations should be drafted and amended
in a way that it incorporates consensual divorce or divorce by free choice.
Family laws should be drafted for Hindu, Sikh, Kalash and other minority communities that
provide for a marriage registration/certificate and other important safeguards and arrangements
for fulfillment of human rights.
The government should ensure regulation and registration of marriage and divorce of
religious minorities. These administrative policies should be in line with fundamental rights
and international covenants implemented and operative partially by religious minorities. The
government should assign relevant departments such as Civil Registration Management
System (CRMS) or NADRA or judicial department.
The UN Special Procedures on Minority Issues, Freedom of Religion or Belief should be
invited for country visit.
The recent migrations of religious minorities are due to the pressure of forced conversions91 and
the lack of judicial or political interventions to prevent or ratify the situation. Therefore, the
Government should take necessary steps to develop a policy not just to protect the victims but
to prevent forced conversions and criminalize the law in such a way that the offender is
punished.
Supreme Court should reconsider its previous decision of disposing of the plea seeking law
against forced conversions.92
The Child Marriage Restrained Act, 1929 must be amended to set minimum age of marriage
to 18 years for the marriage of people belonging to all religions. This standardization in age
of marriage will protect women against forced marriage and might be a stepping-stone to
reduce forcible conversions to Islam.
93
The criminal offences against women, in particular, rape as per the Pakistan Penal Code should
be amended and the age currently mentioned needs to be updated to 18 years of age.
The definition should cater sexual intercourse with female “less than 18 years of age”, marital
rape or forced into a sexual relationship before attaining the age of 18.
It is the responsibility of the state to ensure the welfare of women and children; therefore, the
state should be proactive to accommodate and protect the victims of child marriage or forced
marriage or forced conversion.
Legislative provision should be enacted to restrict any religious conversion under the age of
maturity (18 years). As per the International Covenant on Civil and Political Right Pakistan
is bound to ensure the right to profess religion freely and right to convert to any world
religion.
In case 18 years old dependent individual wishes to convert to any religion, they should
inform and seek consent of guardian/parent. In case a married woman wishes to embrace
other religion not professed previously, she must inform her husband about the conversion
and vice versa.

92
93

http://www.hrcparchive.com/hrcp/index.php?articleID=2&menu=newsdetail&mode=edit&newsid=569491
The offence of rape is defined by PPC covers sexual intercourse with or without consent with a female under 16 years of age
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Acronyms
CCJP: Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace
CMRA: Child Marriage Restraint Act
CEDAW: Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women
CERD: Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
CMRA: Child Marriage Restraint Act
CNIC: Certificate for National Identity Card
CRC: Committee on the Rights of the Children
CLAAS: Center for Legal Aid Assistance & Settlement
EU: European Union
FGD: Focused Group Discussion
HRC: Human Rights Commission
HRD: Human Rights Defender
HRCP: Human Rights Commission of Pakistan
ICCPR: International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
ICC: International Criminal Court
Int.CC: International Christian Concern
NADRA: National Database & Registration Authority (Pakistan)
PPC: Pakistan Penal Code
PHC: Pakistan Hindu Council
SCRM: Scheduled Caste Rights Movement
U.S.A: United Sates of America
UN: United Nations
UDHR: Universal Declaration of Human Rights
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Map of Pakistan
Forced Conversion case of Religious Minority in various regions of Pakistan
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