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Mother Teresa Declared a Saint in the Vatican
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Pope Francis: She be Your Model of Holiness
Mother Teresa, who devoted her life to helping India's poor, was declared a saint in a
canonization Mass held by Pope Francis in the Vatican on September 4, 2016.
Pope Francis delivered the formula for the canonization of the Albanian-born nun -known as the "saint of the gutters" -- before huge crowds of pilgrims gathered in St.
Peter's Square in Vatican City on Sunday morning.
As tens of thousands of pilgrims flocked the Vatican, Cardinal Angelo Amato read a
brief biography of her work, following which the Pope was asked to canonize her in the
name of the Church
Agnese Gonxha Bojaxhiu was born in 1910 to Albanian parents. As a child, she grew
up in the current Macedonian capital of Skopje. At the age of 19, she joined the Irish
order of Loreto, following which she was sent to India, in 1929. She adopted the name
Therese while teaching at a school in the East Indian town of Darjeeling.
After moving to Kolkata (then Calcutta) in 1946, she set up a hospice and a home for
abandoned children. In 1950, she founded the Missionaries of Charity, which now has
more than 5,600 members and runs orphanages, hospices, homes for pregnant
women and the mentally ill and other services across 139 countries. Mother Teresa
was honored with a state funeral by India.
http://edition.cnn.com/2016/09/04/europe/mother-teresa-canonization/

Editor’s

NOTE

Honoring Minorities of Pakistan

By:
Ataurehman Saman

In 2009, government of Pakistan declared 11 August as “Minorities' Day” to honor the services and sacrifices rendered
by religious minorities for the country over the years. However, in the wake of host of incidents of violence against
minorities, using religion as a tool, denial of minority rights by the state attitude and policies, one would find hardly any
honor to celebrate Minorities day.
The abuse of minorities, swelling extremism and intolerance speak loudly about intended disrespect for the rights of
minorities including lack of political will to defy the ongoing trend. Successive governments had been responsible for
reducing the space for minorities in the society. States attitude towards minorities contradicts with the lofty claims like
honoring the minorities.
Societal discrimination against religious minorities has become a norm of the society strengthened by hate speech and
national curricula that leads to violent incidents of religious intolerance against minority communities. In March 2013, 100
Christian homes were burnt in Lahore when an angry mob attacked the community after similar allegations of blasphemy
were leveled against a Christian. In November 2014, a mob in Punjab burnt a Christian couple alive in a brick kiln after the
local cleric instigated the largely Muslim community into religious frenzy by accusing the couple, both in their 20's with the
wife pregnant, of blasphemy. In 2013, a well-equipped mob of around 35 – 40 people attacked and burned Christian homes
in Shad Bagh colony, Lahore, after accusing a resident of defiling pages of the Holy Quran. Such incidents, coupled with the
brazen and uninterrupted misuse of the blasphemy laws to settle personal enmities against members of the Christian
community, have become a common practice in Punjab. On June 19, 2014 the Supreme court of Pakistan in its famous
judgment ordered (para 37 (IV)) that “A National Council for Minorities' Rights be constituted to monitor the practical
realization of rights and safeguards provided to the minorities under the constitution and law. In December 2014, the lawyer
of federal government claimed that an NCM had been set up under the Ministry for Religious affairs which is formulating a
policy on interfaith relations and national harmony. Pakistan's official report (March 2016) insisted that the NCM was a
vibrant body. Despite all claims stated above, on February 26, 2016, our national Action plan for Human Rights pledged to
prepare and submit a bill for establishing a statutory NCM till December 2016. It simply reveals that a National Commission
for Minorities never existed and lack of commitment to address the issues of religious minorities.
11 August provides an opportunity to remind our government its responsibility to protect the rights of the marginalized
communities called religious minorities. To honor its minorities, Pakistan should take following steps on this Minorities' Day:
v

Stop recruiting non-Muslims on the posts of sweepers as a policy of the government.

v

Hate material against religious minorities in the national curriculum should be excluded from the textbooks.

v

A policy should be announced to award 20 marks for admission in colleges/universities of religious minorities
as Hafiz Quran students are granted.

v

A detailed report on the use of funds allocated for minorities' development should be released. According to a
report, Punjab government reserved Rs 20 million for scholarships to minority; however they were denied of it.
Although the Punjab government failed to spend Rs: 320 Million funds, it has increased this budget to Rs 1 billion
for 2015-16. Interestingly, this is a “block allocation” that can be used for any other purpose.

v

Religious minorities had been demanding action against the Issue of forced conversion of religious minorities
to Islam. National Commission for Justice and Peace reported that in December 2009, 20 Christians and 21
Hindus were forced to convert to Islam during the year, of whom 15 were men, 13 women, and four children. In
March 2010 the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan estimated that as many as 20 to 25 girls from the Hindu
community were abducted every month and forcibly converted to Islam. Government should consider this issue
and get some concrete legislation in this regard.

v

Government has announced a 5 % job quota for minorities; however it was not being implemented with letter
and spirit as there is no regulatory authority to monitor it. In 2013 a Christian student Tanveer Sroya applied for the
job of Veterinary Doctor. For 210 posts 11 seats were reserved for minorities (SR. No.97 case No 25.RG/2013).
However, only two candidates from minorities were selected. 5 % quota should be provided for admission in
professional colleges and universities as well.

While inching towards democratization, Pakistan should introduce meaningful reforms to include the excluded
communities and creating more space for religious minorities in order to shape Pakistan a tolerant, pluralistic society.

BLASPHEMY ACCUSATION RENDERED INVALID AGAINST A JUVENILE CHRISTIAN IN QUETTA
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Blasphemy accused 8-years old Christian boy and his mother were declared
innocent in Quetta, as a result of timely intervention and efforts from Christian
leaders and National Commission for Justice and Peace (Quetta office).
8 year old boy and her mother were accused of burning the leaves of Holy Quran on
October 20, 2016. The mother and the son were taken under the custody of local
police. The situation became tense however the administration did not let it turn into
worse. The matter was resolved on the next day (October 21, 2016). The local body
of Jamiaat Ulema –e-Islam played a pivotal role to get Christian mother and son out
of hook. The blasphemy accusations were withdrawn, while an FIR (FIR no 167)
was filed against unknown culprits

Pakistan passes anti-honor killings and aanti-rape bills
A joint session of the Parliament unanimously approved anti-honour killing and anti-rape bills moved by PPP
Senator Farhatullah Babar on October 4, 2016.
The legislation on honor killings will introduce strict punishment for the
convicts making it tougher than the ordinary murder cases.
Under the new law relatives of the victim would only be able to pardon the
killer if he is sentenced to capital punishment. However, the culprit would
still face a mandatory life sentence of twelve-and-a-half years.
Law Minister Zaid Hamid revealed that the perpetrator of the crime will
also be medically examined after this bill is turned into law."The verdicts
in the rape cases will have to be given within three months, with the right
to appeal in six months," he added.
"The police station will be obliged to inform the victims of their legal
rights," Hamid said, adding, "We have made it mandatory that the culprit
must be imprisoned for 25 years."
http://www.dawn.com/news/1288177

Pakistan National Assembly passed Hindu Marriage Bill
Six decades after it came into existence, Pakistan gave nod to a Hindu Marriage Bill
that seeks to set up a legal framework for marriage and divorce besides addressing
issues including forced conversions.
The Hindu Marriage Bill 2016 was tabled before the Pakistan National Assembly by
Human Rights Minister Kamran Michael and was passed unanimously. The bill will
now be forwarded to the Senate for consideration and passage. “It is a historic
day… and the credit goes to both the opposition and ruling parties which are on the
same page on the draft bill,” Michael said after the passage of the bill.
According to The Express Tribune, the bill will institutionalise all legal rights relating to marriage. “All Hindu
marriages will be registered in accordance with the provisions of this act. Such registration shall take place within
15 days of a marriage. Hindu widows will now have the right to remarry of their own free will six months after the
death of her husband, according to the provisions of the bill. The bill will also help put an end to the practice of
abduction of married Hindu women,” it said.
http://www.news18.com/news/world/pakistan-national-assembly-passes-hindu-marriage-bill-to-be-forwarded-to-senate1296173.html
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NATIONAL TASK FORCE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

A Meeting of the National Task Force for Human Rights held in Islamabad on Tuesday 27th Sept, 2016. On the
directives of the Prime Minister of Pakistan, Mohammad Nawaz Shareef, this Task Force has started its working
formally and efficiently.
The Federal Minister for Human Rights Kamran Michael will be the ex officio Chairman of the National Task force for
human rights.
It has been decided in the meeting that Committees for Human Rights shall be constituted throughout the Pakistan at
the Provincial, District and Sub division level.
Addressing the meeting, the minister said, the Institutions and Organizations working for the promotion of Human
Rights have been doing well but it is need of the hour to further improve their capacity and working potential. “The
Constitution of Pakistan guarantees equal rights for all the citizens of the state irrespective of any caste, region, colour,
race and deity”, he added. Minister stated that to achieve this Constitutional guarantee, it is necessary to strengthen
the Institutions of the state.
The Federal Ministry for Human Rights has established a Legal Aid Wing for the legal aid of those citizens whom rights
have been violated and they have no means for the redressal of their grievances. Moreover, the Federal Ministry for
Human Rights has also made a help line for the help of the citizens. He further added.
Federal minister, Kamran Michael said the members of the National Task Force should endeavor to redress the
grievances of the citizens in the light of the Governmental policy. He said we are trying to ensure the protection and
respect of the rights of the oppressed classes including the Women and Minorities at any cost adding that steps have
been taken in this regard.
http://202.83.164.28/ministries/mohr/news.php?id=26

Regulatory Mechanism: Provincial Human Rights Task force Approved
Minister for Human Rights and Minority Affairs Khalil Tahir Sandhu said on September 7,
2016 that the chief minister had approved the establishment of provincial and district level
task forces under the Human Rights and Minority Affairs Department.
Addressing a press conference, he said the government hoped to see a decline in cases of
human rights violations after the establishment of the task force. He said offices of the
Human Rights and Minority Affairs Department would be established in all districts of the
province. He said the chief Minister had constituted a nine-member committee under the law
minister to establish offices of Human Rights Department in all districts.
http://tribune.com.pk/story/1178297/regulatory-mechanism-provincial-human-rightstask-force-approved/

CII proposes Husbands be allowed to 'Lightly beat' defying wives
The Council of Islamic Ideology (CII) proposed its own women protection bill, recommending 'a
light beating' for the wife if she defies the husband. The 20-member CII is a constitutional body
which gives recommendations to parliament regarding Islamic laws. However, parliament is not
bound to consider its recommendations. The bill was drafted after the CII rejected Punjab's
controversial Protection of Women against Violence Act (PPWA) 2015 terming it un-Islamic. The
CII will now forward its proposed bill to the Punjab Assembly.
The council has proposed that a husband should be allowed to 'lightly' beat his wife if she defies
his commands and refuses to dress up as per his desires; turns down demand of intercourse
without any religious excuse or does not take bath after intercourse or menstrual periods.
It has suggested that a beating is also permissible if a woman does not observe Hijab; interacts
with strangers; speaks loud enough that she can easily be heard by strangers; and provides
monetary support to people without taking consent of her spouse.
http://tribune.com.pk/story/1110571/name-protection-cii-bill-proposes-curbs-women
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INSTITUTIONALIZING THE EQUALITY OF CITIZENS
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By: Peter Jacob

This September, the speaker of the National Assembly accepted two bills on issues of grave
concern for religious minorities, which parliament may consider voting into laws. One is
about establishing a “Pakistan Minority Rights Commission” and the other “Protection of
Minorities Bill 2016” is about making forced conversion an offence.
The bill for constituting the Commission encompasses the needs of an independent,
empowered and a delivering human rights institution. For example, it envisions a body of 11
members, with a combination of religious, ethnic, gender and age diversity, though most
importantly it does not exclude the representation from the majority community. Because,
after all, the object is integration of the citizenry beyond religious divides. Besides being representative, the
Commission ought to be an effective body to curtail human rights abuses; a question which runs through the
entire scheme of the bill, not merely its composition.
In the course of debate one expects that the parliamentarians and the civil society will be mindful to address any
shortcomings and to make the bill worthy of laying the foundation of this long-awaited institution. For instance,
section 25 of the bill places one-year limit on the purposed commission for pointing out difficulties that needs to be
removed for discharge of their functions towards the stated objectives. A sunset clause can be a hindrance to the
procedural powers of an evolving institution, expected to expand the scope of respect for human rights in a
challenging environment. Hence such limits ought to be removed. It is also suggested that the realising equality of
rights among citizens needs a mention among the objects of the Commission.
The bill addressing the forced conversions is a well-articulated draft. Take section 4 for instance that states, “a
minor who claims change of his religion before attaining the age of maturity (18 years) shall not be deemed to
have changed his religion and no action shall be taken against him for any such claim or action made by such
minor.” The section fulfils the requirements of two basic standards of international law; the freedom of religion and
belief and; the best interest of the child in two sentences though with a margin of appreciation for ground realities.
Drafters seem to be fully aware that a number of reported cases of forced conversions involved minors, usually
female who were abducted, raped and reported to have contracted marriage, finally driven into forced servitude.
Moreover, there is a looming threat of being charged with apostasy in case a forcibly converted person objects to
his or her victimisation. Such violations involving abuse of religion feed into social processes the larger scheme of
religious extremism and exclusion of minorities. The bill therefore is a welcome development.
The anti-forced conversion laws of Sri Lanka and a few states of India were driven by majority communities' fear
of losing members to growing minority faiths. Pakistan faces no such danger. The demographic picture of
Pakistan suggests a need to preserve its diminishing religious minorities.
The mover of the bills, Sanjay Pervani, and his legal experts deserve praise for their hard work, as well as a
nuanced understanding of domestic issues, international and domestic laws.
This February, when the Human Rights Action Plan was unveiled, the federal government had pledged to move
legislation for establishing a National Commission for Minorities. In fact, the government was already in defiance
of the Supreme Court's order given in June 2014, to form a council which could monitor realisation of the rights of
religious minorities and policy formation.
Now that the opposition has shared its burden, the government must seize this opportunity for an early approval
of this bill. Pakistan is already behind countries of comparable clout in the Asian region, whereas human rights
institutions have demonstrated an enormous potential in helping the countries in transition or in socio-political
transformations.
Despite all difficulties, the National and Provincial Commissions on Status of Women and Commissions on Right
to Information made important strides in their respective areas in the recent past. The institutionalisation of
minorities' rights will not only rehabilitate minorities as equals but it can also treat the existing imbalance and
discrimination on the basis of religion. The next step will be apt and timely appointments, which has been a
challenge, not attributable to a lack of competent human resource though.
Published in The Express Tribune, October 19th, 2016.
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ACTIVITY REPORTS

Freedom of Religious & Belief (FoRB)
During the month of June 2016, the project staff organized two seminars in Multan and Quetta. The activity
was designed to discuss the drafted elementary principles of the personal laws and to develop consensus
on them, in particular, the issues of age of marriage, inheritance, divorce, adoption and other matters related
to the personal/family laws of the minorities.
The program coordinator Ms. Arifa Shakeel elaborated on the working of the organization and further
explained the purpose of the research in each seminar.

Multan
On June 12, 2016 a seminar with religious leaders and community
representatives of Hindu, Sikh and Christian community on
personal laws of the religious minorities in Pakistan was organized
in Multan. A total of 96 representatives from the mentioned
communities attended the seminar.
His Lordship Bishop Benny Mario Travas – Bishop of Multan, Mr.
Abid Chand – Political Representative All Pakistan minorities
Democratic Party, Mr. Hycent Peter – Executive Director Justice
and Peace Commission Multan, Mr. Manhinder Pal Singh –
Representative Sikh Community, Dr. Kishwer Murad Kiswer –
Representative Hindu Community, Mr. Ramesh Jay Paul – Harry
Rama Foundation, Adv. Allah Dad Khan – HRCP/Law Department and Mr. Kashif Aslam - Resource person NCJP were
present in the seminar to discuss the importance of family laws.
The above mentioned panelists appreciated the research study and furthermore, emphasized on the importance of
family/personal laws of religious minorities. They also highlighted that family laws should be drafted in light of the
religious values of communities; however, human rights as per international obligations should also be taken under
consideration.

Quetta
June 25, 2016 a seminar with religious leaders and community
representatives of Hindu, Sikh and Christian community on
personal laws of the religious minorities in Pakistan was held in
Quetta. A total of 60 representatives from the mentioned
communities attended the seminar.
Rev. Fr. Renard Remindran, Rev. Fr. Maqsood, Sardar Kmkar
Singh, Sardar Amar Singh and Ratan Kumar were among the
panelists.
The program coordinator Ms. Arifa Shakeel elaborated on the working on the organization and further
explained the purpose of the research. The above mentioned panelists appreciated the research study and
furthermore emphasized on the importance of family/personal laws of religious minorities. They also
highlighted that family laws should be drafted in light of the religious values of each community however
human rights as per international obligations should be taken under consideration.
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Expert Group Meeting
On September 10, 2016, NCJP organized the 2nd Expert Group
Meeting of the committee members in Lahore to draft amendments in
Christian Marriage Act 1872 and Divorce Act 1869. The meeting was
led by the committee convener Rt. Rev. Bishop Leo Paul. The
committee agreed on certain points and decided to finalize the draft
before the deadline.
Expert Group Committee consists of Christian clergy leaders of all
major denominations in Pakistan and the laity appointed by the
Christian leadership.

Democratic Education Program
Consultation with Political Parties and Conference at Peshawar:
NCJP, under its Democratic Education Program, organized
a consultation and a Peace Conference with the
collaboration of BKTEF and SAP-PK at Peshawar on June
17, 2016. A total of 74 participants joined the consultation.
Panelists included, Ms.Bushra Gohar,(Ex-Senator and
member Awami National Party), Renowned Journalist Mr.
Shamim Shamsi, Mr. Cecil Shane Chaudhry (Executive
Director, NCJP), Dr. Khadim Hussain (MD,BKTEF), Mr.
Sikandar Zaman (Regional Director-SAP-PK), Mr. Qamar
Naseem (Executive Director, Blue Veins) including Mr.
Babak Hussain Shah (Ex-Education Minister and MPA) as
a special guest. The panelists shared their their insights.
They pledged to take forward the agenda and appreciated
the efforts of CCJP on the research and committed to work
for peace in society.

Conference and Consultation in Quetta:
NCJP organized a combine activity of consultation and conference
at a local hotel of Quetta. Minister for Education Balochistan Mr.
Ziaratwaal, (Ex-Secretary Education Balochistan), Dr. Barkat Kakar
( Balochistan University), Mr. Cecil Shane Chaudhry (Executive
Director,NCJP), Mr. Atta ul Haq (Director,YAD) and others joined in
the conference to discuss the way forward. About 100 participants
took part in the activity.
The speakers highlighted the issue, appreciating the systematic
approach used by NCJP to bring the issue in the limelight. The
minister ensured his every possible support he could to deal with the
issue.
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Lobby Meeting with Minister Education and Additional Secretary Education, Balochistan:
The project staff met with the Minister Education, Balochistan and Additional Secretary of Balochistan to discuss the
research study published by NCJP.
Minister expressed his deep concerns over the issue of biased material in the textbooks and ensured his support for the
cause and also ensured his personal and ministerial services in this regards.
The additional secretary shared that they already had the research study of NCJP and were considering some of the
recommendations made by the organization. As a bureaucrat he also shared his insights on the issue and expressed his
future activities in this regards.

Lobby Meeting with Chairperson Standing Committee on Law Punjab:
A meeting with the chairperson of Standing Committee on Law at Punjab Provincial Assembly was held at her place to
discuss and to invite her for the conference in Lahore on the new research study on the biased material. Ms. Azma Bukhari
member provincial assembly Punjab is very vocal and a bold supporter of civil society organizations. She appreciated the
efforts of NCJP towards a peaceful and prosperous society.
In the meeting she stated that committee of education is not looking into this particular aspect of the education but I feel this
needs an immediate redressal to correct our history and narrative as well. She also assured her support at every platform.

Peace Conference Lahore:
The project staff organized a Peace Conference on July 28, 2016 at Lahore. A
total of 105 participants including civil society representatives, lawyers,
community representatives and various other sections of the society joined
the activity. Mr. Muhammad Tehseen (Executive Director, SAP Pakistan),
Renowned historian Dr. Mehdi Hassan, Professor Qamar Abbass, Former
Secretary Lahore High Court Bar Association Mr. Shamim Malik, Member
Provincial Assembly Dr. Muraad Raas (PTI) and also member of education
committee, Ms. Azma Bukhari, Member Provincial Assembly and Chairperson
Law Committee at Punjab Assembly (PML-N), Mr. Cecil Shane Chaudhry
(ED-CCJP), Mr. Peter Jacob (ED-CSJ) and Ms. Bushra Khaliq (ED-WISE)
were in the panel to discuss the latest research report of NCJP on the biases in the textbooks.

Consultation with Political Parties at Lahore:
On July 28, 2016 the project staff organized a consultation with the political parties at
Lahore.
A total of 29 participants from 8 mainstream political parties'
representatives including PML-N, Pakistan Peoples' Party, Qaumi Awami Tehreek,
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, Awami Workers' Party, Communist Mazdoor Kissan Party,
Mutahida Qaumi Movement and PML-Q attended the consultation.
Participants of the consultation pledged to end the extremism from the society
however there was confusion among the parties to understand the issue of biased
material in the textbooks.
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