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Preamble

After 18th constitutional amendment, Government of Pakistan ensured devolution of
power so that institutions can perform well for the welfare of state. However
education sector paid the price for this amendment and thus lost its uniformity in our
country. Every province made its own choices and plans to enhance literacy rate but
no one paid attention to quality of education for children.
After the amendment government passed an education act in 2012 to implement the
new inclusion in constitution of Pakistan as Article 25-A, but provincial governments
failed to do so. Since the last education policy of 2009, current government began
work on a new education policy, however due to political instability the new education
policy has yet to be announced.
Number of plans which include enrolment campaign, education emergency etc. by the
provincial governments failed in achieving its objectives to enhance education level.
In fact years of negligence has made the issue more complex and difﬁcult to deal with.
In this dilemma our country is in a dire need of a new education policy based on
international educational and human rights standards. In this regards several civil
society groups and organizations are raising voices through important initiatives and
striving to draw attention towards the issue of education. Campaigns by civil society
include a one million signatures campaign by Idara Taleem-o-Agahi's (ITA) for a
better education system and Alif Ailaan's campaign for the out of school children, to
provide resources to the sector and to achieve the MDGs.
In the past few years there have been more negative changes in the provinces in terms
of forgery, manipulation, exaggeration on curriculum changes. For instance, ban on
comparative study in Punjab to restrict the children on Islamic values, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa's (KPK) coalition partner in the government threatened to withdraw
from government if they do not introduce Islamic way of education and reverse the
positive changes made by previous government and to include Jihad chapter in
textbooks of (government) schools.
After the historic work done by several educationists including K.K Aziz, Dr. A.H
Nayyar, Ahmad Saleem and Dr. Rubina Sehgal and others who are writing
consistently on the issue of textbooks in respect to the history and religious prejudices,
In this study NCJP tries to highlight the issue of religiously biased material in
textbooks as well as to promote a knowledge based and pluralistic approach to be
taught in Government schools of Pakistan. The study Fanatic Literacy also aims to
inform government, political houses, Policy makers and stake holders that the current
realities are not improving, the quality of education is not only declining but it is
further pushing masses to a fundamentalism and fanatic behaviors
The National Commission for Justice and Peace is an organization, which has been
analyzing religious discrimination in education sector for the last nine years.
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Going back to my earlier days in school when I was in 6th Grade, it was a great honor
for me to read about my father and his achievements as a Highly Decorated War
Veteran in Pakistan Air Force. When I entered College I got to know that mentioning
of my father name or any other religious minorities was no longer in the textbooks of
the schools. That was deﬁnitely an alarming development for me to this intentional
change in curriculum. This is just one example of the syllabus/curriculum we are
teaching to our children,.
Apart from this, there are some positive developments too. Last year on June 19, 2014,
The Supreme Court of Pakistan issued a historic 32 page judgment on the protection
and promotion of rights of Minorities in which it clearly declares in dealing with the
education system to promote religious harmony.
This year the inclusion of a Chapter on Role of Religious Minorities in the text books
of Grade 8 History and Grade 10 Pakistan Studies is appreciated. A compilation of
short stories for All Grades 1-10 on Peace and Tolerance and respect for all human
beings has also been introduced this year by the Government as part of the National
Action Plan brought in effect after the tragic attack on Army Public School, Peshawar
on December 16, 2014.
Keeping in mind above mentioned situation and context, this study has highlighted
the evidence of biased material in textbooks of Sindh, Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Balochistan, which are taught to over 74 percent of schools including government
schools in Pakistan.
Mr. Kashif Aslam, Ms. Aila Gill and Mr. Kamran Rahmat have prepared this research
study with hard work and dedication. Mr. Christopher Ijaz has composed and the
designing is done by Ms. Benish Patress., Above all commission would like to thank
Ms. Shalron Nasir for her kind support in compilation of the report
The National Commission for Justice and Peace is grateful to all, for their
contributions and is hopeful that this effort will contribute towards building and
molding perspectives on education and changing mind set toward egalitarian society
Cecil S. Chaudhry
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The De inition of Religious Discrimination
Any restraint, ban or expulsion of a speciﬁc group from availing an opportunity or
priority given to somebody on the grounds of religion or belief is called religious
discrimination. Article I, the notiﬁcation regarding an end to all kinds of
discrimination based on religion or belief (United Nations, 1981).The Purpose of
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Education
Education is deﬁned as not only a source of teaching knowledge and skills, but also a
way of developing perspectives and proper behavior. This is why modern societies
considerably invest and focus on educational curricula for the training of their future
generations. In some countries, state institutions are responsible for supervision of the
process of imparting education. Researches and studies must be protected from
prejudices, biases and restraints, which are product of social constructs. Thus, it can be
assumed that the purpose of an educational syllabus is to equip new generation with of
patriotism and undue obedience of law and order, and help them to become
responsible citizens of the society.
A renowned philosopher, educationist and psychologist John Dewey (1859-1952)
once said, “Illiteracy is better than bad education.” According to ofﬁcial sources in
1947, Pakistan's literacy rate was only 20 percent in comparison to 60 percent today. It
is worth contemplative that while the literacy rate has achieved considerable progress
but prejudice, extremism and intolerance have also strengthened their roots in our
society. It does not require extraordinary insight to understand the connection
between increase in literacy rates and the puritanical attitudes, which have infused
into the society. There is a need for an analysis of the educational curriculum in light of
educational policies, national interests, opinions of some impartial educationists and
its impact on the citizens of this country.
National Priorities and Syllabi

Dr. Kaiser Bengali writes "If we analyze seven national education policies in the ﬁrst
50 years of Pakistan, including eight ﬁve-year educational plan, enrollment of
students in several educational schemes and programs, and other efforts to uplift
national literacy rate; we will come to know that the literacy rate in 1951 was 16.4
percent that plunged to 16.3 percent after a decade”.
In 1972, the education policy was reformed according to modern standards; but Ziaul-Haq's military takeover held back the implementation of these reforms. Moreover,
some substantial changes were brought into the curriculum keeping in view new
priorities, given that nation was at the vortex of great power intervention during Zia
regime.
After the Education Policy, 1979 a new wave of educational programs and schemes
were witnessed throughout 1980s, for example, the National Literacy Plan, 1984 was
introduced for the next two years. Later, this program was closed and a four-year
literacy program was introduced. , furthermore it was replaced by 'Naee Roshni' (New
Light) program.
The problem with every new policy is that it tends to be imaginary, fanciful and
'Utopic' in its approach and aims to address the loopholes in earlier policies, rather
than suggest a future line of action. In the Education Policy, 1959, for example, target
was to achieve 100 percent literacy rate until 1975. However, the literacy rate was 21.7
1

Message to All- Pakistan Educatoinal Conference at Karachi: November 27, 1947. Retrieved from
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percent in 1972 and it managed to reach just 26.17 percent till 1981. Similarly,
Education Policy, 1979 was set to achieve 35 percent until 1984. However, the literacy
rate lingered at 26.2 percent during the year. Yet, the National Literacy Plan and the
National Literacy Program had set new targets to achieve 33 percent literacy rate by
1986 and 53 percent by 1992. However, in 1992, the literacy rate remained at 34
percent. Moreover, the Education Policy, 1979 was set to achieve 100 percent literacy
rate by 2010 but was brought down to 70 percent in the Education Policy, 1998.
It is noteworthy, that tendency of changing priorities was exercised in other matters as
well as education. For example, informal education was ruled out in the seventh FiveYear Program (1988-1993) as a step to increase the literacy rate; whereas, the
Education Policy, 1992 again included informal education (for adults).
While addressing the Pakistan Education Conference on November 27, 1947 in
Karachi, the founding father of the nation, Quaid-e-Azam articulated, "You know the
importance of education and the right type of education. Under the foreign rule for
over a century, sufﬁcient attention has not been paid to the education of our people. If
we are to make any real, speedy and substantial progress, we must seriously tackle this
question and bring our educational policy and program on the lines suited to the
genius of our people, consonant with our history and culture, and having regard to the
modern conditions and vast developments that have taken place all over the world.
There is no doubt that the future of our state will and must greatly depend upon the
type of education and the way in which we bring up our children as the future servants
of Pakistan. Education does not merely mean academic education, and even that
appears to be of a very poor type. The need of the hour is to mobilize people and build
the character of future generations, who could lead the country out of turbulent times.
There is an immediate and urgent need for training people in the scientiﬁc and
technical ﬁelds in order to build up our economic life, and we should see that our
people undertake scientiﬁc commerce, trade and particularly, well-planned
industries. But do not forget that we have to compete with the world, which is moving
very fast in this direction. Also, I must emphasize that greater attention should be paid
to technical and vocational education.”
A noted event in history pertaining to education took place in 1959, where a
commission led by Justice Muhammad Sharif had raised logical objections over
inclusion of religious content in academic curriculum throughout Pakistan.
However, weak democratic system and Under the Inﬂuence of religious pressure
group and their vested interest more and more religious topics , subjects and syllabus
having religious connotations are being induced On the other hand, 'ethics', an
important aspect of any society, has been completely ignored in basic education for as
long as one can remember. There was also a massive difference between the
educational policies, before and after 1972.
Part of this can be explained if one is to contextualize the entire issue with conﬂicting
narratives of state's existence. The basic purpose of Pakistan was to form an Islamic,
democratic, welfare state, which would cater the needs of its citizens and would be
based on concept of 'popular sovereignty', which was advocated by Jean-Jacques
Rousseau in the Social Contract Theory. However, this narrative met huge skepticism,
especially from quarters that wanted a military and not a welfare state, hence, used the
2
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prejudiced content in curriculum as a propaganda weapon to serve their objectives. As
a result, Quaid-e-Azam's educational priorities were put behind bars and his
ideological foundation which forms the principles of a state with an impartial
religious identity, which he announced during his 11 August 1947 address, were
denied. Our nation had suffered increasingly due to these fanatic approaches in
development of curriculum. Thus, it is futile to expect positive results without
changing the curriculum and education policy, which needs to be deconstructed to the
very core.
There was also a considerable difference in the priorities of our education policy, until
April 1979. The education policy approved by General Zia-ul-Haq had a slogan
"Good Muslim, Good Pakistani" which equates ideology of the country and being a
respectable citizen of Pakistan with being a Muslim or conﬁning with the ideals of
Islam. In December 1992, the Nawaz Sharif's government announced a10-year
education policy (1992-2002), which stressed heavily on “Islamic Teachings” and the
inclusion of religion. In March 1998, the Nawaz government announced a 12-year
National Education Policy (1998-2010). With aims and objectives being stated below:
"Education and training should enable the citizens of Pakistan to lead their lives
according to the teachings of Islam as laid down in the Holy Quran and Sunnah
(practices of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) and to educate and train them as a
true practicing Muslim. To evolve an integrated system of national education by
bringing Islamic seminaries and modern schools closer to each stream in curriculum
and the contents of education.”
Recitation of the Holy Quran was introduced as a compulsory component from grade
I-VIII, while, at secondary level, translation of the selected verses from Holy Quran
was offered.
The aforementioned policy failed to integrate curriculum of Islamic seminaries with
modern needs in a highly mobilized world. Situation in government schools has no
discreet difference between the standard educational syllabus and religious education
in Madrassahs.
In 2006, a white paper entitled "Education in Pakistan" was published for the
feedback. A revised edition of this white paper was issued the very next year in which a
chapter "Islamic Education" was renamed as "Religious Education" instead. In 10th
chapter of the white paper, two new paragraphs were added which highlighted
presence of followers of other religions, besides Islam. Two new sentences were
added due to policy's recommendation, No. 4 and 7: "For non-Muslim students, Ethics
shall be introduced as an alternative of Islamic Studies", and "Respect for other
religions should be promoted among students using the curriculum of Islamic
education (policy recommendation No. 7)". These were signs that showed plenty of
promise but became a short-lived phenomenon, similar to earlier initiatives.
In 2009, the democratic government introduced an education policy; a draft that
bureaucracy and education department had prepared after seven years of
"consultation". This draft was prepared in line with the suggestions by self-claimed
"protectors of the ideology". It also included more religious chapters and Islamic
Studies along with the recitation of the Holy Quran and became mandatory at the
secondary level too.
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The Curriculum from the Perspective of Neutral Educationists
For the past three decades, human rights organizations and neutral educationists have
been drawing attention towards negative tendencies and loopholes in curriculums.
Some of the examples:
· In 1990, renowned historian K.K. Aziz published a book entitled "The Murder
of History", in which, he reviewed 65 textbooks taught in Pakistani schools and
colleges. He said that facts have been twisted, obscured and convoluted, which
brewed prejudice, discrimination, and a sense of hatred for non-Muslims or
minorities, among Pakistani students.
· The "Curricula of Hate" is a compilation of Center for Research and Security
Studies. An excerpt from page No. 4 of this research work says, "The
curriculum of primary and secondary level schools contains the content that
promotes hatred, violence and extremism. In this way, environment of primary
and secondary schools helps in promotion of prejudice and extremism".
· In 2003, Dr. H. A. Nayyar and Ahmad Saleem published their research titled, "A
Subtle Subversion". This research work highlighted religiously prejudiced
content in the curriculum that would ultimately result in promotion of religious
intolerance amongst students.
· On 28 July 2010, Chairman of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Textbook Board,
Professor Fazal Rahim Marwat, in a statement said that they were excluding
hate speech from textbooks of the province. He said that it would be tedious,
cumbersome and time-taking process yet will yield positive results. He further
said that fundamentalism has permeated in restive province due to curriculum
being taught and easy access to websites, which contained sectarian speeches
and hate content. The military dictator, General Zia-ul-Haq had also used
educational curriculum to divide the society on religious and ethnic grounds.
This had led to promotion of extremism, intolerance, militancy, sectarianism,
fundamentalism and religious frenzy in a multi-ethnic nation..
The Impact of the Current Curriculum

The curriculum that has been taught has a bearing on shaping narratives in the country
like no other instrument, barring media. The twisted history in textbooks infused
hatred and bitterness against India. As a result, Pakistani society as a whole has faced
undue penalties that came in form of religious frenzy, extremism, narrow-mindedness
and demonization of their adversary. If the curriculum leads to expulsion, differences,
and hatred against people or communities, then such education can rightfully become
a threat to its own people And international peace as well.
If one is to suppose, that general attitudes of citizens represent or reﬂect the
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educational curriculum of that particular country, then this makes it mandatory to
evaluate our general attitudes. The participants of a protest rally, for example, are
understandably infuriated and will vent their anger by destroying national property,
setting ablaze vehicles and shops. At the other extreme, horrendous realities such as
teachers were being tortured for keeping students from cheating and lawyers' violent
behavior having an impact on law enforcement agencies and judges as well have
played their part in the this mindset.
Straight after partition in 1947, a large number of Sikhs and other minorities lived in
the areas of Tirah Valley, Khyber Agency, Mansehra, Hangu, and Battagram of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. These minorities did not migrate after creation of Pakistan in
1947, however, a large number of them have moved to Peshawar. In past two decades
of extortions, kidnapping for ransom and other incidents had threatened their survival.
Migration of religious minorities had occurred from almost all areas of the country,
including Punjab, Sindh, Balochistan, Azad Kashmir (Pakistan administrated) GilgitBaltistan and the tribal areas.
The generation that grew up in the events leading to partition, in past three decades,
and attended government schools (and Islamic seminaries), has been taught that this
country is based on an Islamic ideology where minorities are 'inﬁdels' worthy of being
loathed and condemned. It has also been observed that government ofﬁcials after
every incident of terrorism (suicide attacks or bomb blasts) issue statements, which
reﬂect a sentiment that deplores foreigners as well. The common cliché of "foreign
hands are involved behind this” has become a part of the national security narrative for
more than a decade. Despite some organizations claiming responsibility for
instigating incidents, the overwhelming majority of country considers it as a “foreign
conspiracy". This is largely because a common citizen is convinced and indoctrinated
through the education curriculum, that non-Muslim powers engage themselves in
hatching conspiracies against Pakistan and is prone to erroneously equate internal
ﬂaws as a product of being destabilized by unwanted elements.
Hence, Pakistani citizens have developed intolerant, extremist and violent behaviors.
They believe that the entire world stands against them on grounds of faith and their
sense of identity, Islam is under threat. They also consider violence to be a righteous
way of achieving their shortsighted objectives. This inevitably means that incidents of
violence and sexual harassment against weaker segments of the society, especially
women, come to the fore on frequent occasions.
According to Aurat Foundation (non-government organization), violence against
women has increased by a shocking 13 percent in 2009 from previous years. Report
further reads that the incidents of violence against women reportedly increased by 2
percent in 2011, especially its last six months. In 2014 23% increase can be seen, as
we compare beginning of year, six month with later half of the year.
Similarly, presence of biased material in textbooks against minorities and other
nations has meant that Pakistani citizens have developed a sense of religious
sentiment and violence against women, children, and minorities, in other words
'vulnerable' segments of the society. The incidents of violence and oppression against
a person from a minority community or entire community for that matter increases
after outstanding changes were brought into the curriculum. Moreover, a large
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number of students from schools and Islamic seminaries have been used as tools to
spark violent incidents. Some tragic incidents have taken place in the course of history
in places such as Shanti Nagar, Sangla Hill, Kasur, Gojra, Badami Bagh and Shama
and Shehzad's case in which, the houses of minorities were plundered and torched and
innocent people were either tortured or burnt alive. Their worship places were
damaged and holy books were set to ﬁre, which pinpoints that educational curriculum
kept paving way for the recognition of religious discrimination and social prejudice,
as a part of the national fabric of our country.
The curriculum also deﬁnes majority population as superior to the minority.
Advertisements of recruitment in government sectors are a practical example of this
attitude, where Muslims are more likely to be recruited than a Christian, Hindu or
Ahmadi for that matter. An example for this biases can be seen in the advertisement for
the vacancy of a sweeper, which stated that “only non-Muslims will be recruited for
this post" (Daily Nawa-e-Waqt, April 5, 2011) and again similar advertisement seen
by the Punjab Institute of Cardiology for the recruitment. (The News, September 16,
2015).
Even after the revision of the education policy in 2006, the Pakistani curriculum still
contains content that infuses a belief in our children that Hindus are ﬁlthy, Jews are
devious and cunning; and Christians are engaged in a war against Islam. If Pakistani
students are taught impartially, it has the possibility of promoting interfaith harmony
and promotion of social relations. Young citizens must be briefed on mistakes present
in textbooks. They must be told that role of minorities in Pakistan freedom movement
has not been discussed. Students are oblivious to the role of minorities in Pakistan
freedom movement, such as:
· Sir Zafar ullah Khan, who belonged to Ahmadi community, had prepared the
draft of the Pakistan Resolution, and served as the ﬁrst foreign minister of
Pakistan.
· Pandit Jagan Nath Azad, who belonged to the Hindu community, wrote
Pakistan's ﬁrst national anthem on Muhammad Ali Jinnah's orders.
· Diwan Bahadur S.P Singha, a Christian, was the Speaker of Punjab Assembly.
He had cast a decisive vote in Punjab Assembly in the favor of Pakistan
Resolution, and thus, played a key role in the creation of Pakistan. Moreover,
Christian community had requested the Boundary Commission to include them
on the Muslim side at the time of partition.
In spite of aforementioned historical facts, students who belong to minority
community consider themselves as aliens in this country when he/she reads
textbooks, which render Muslims to have offered innumerable sacriﬁces to achieve
this land "for themselves". The student feels that minorities did not play any role in
creation of Islamic state of Pakistan, and after studying biased material against other
religions, Muslim students continuously look down upon minority students. Such
tendencies infuse negative effects on children. They live in seclusion and with an
acute sense of insecurity, and are unable to exercise their skills and exhibit their

10

competencies.
The Impact of "Compulsory Islamic Studies" and "Elective Ethics" on the
Students

According to Article 22 of the Constitution of Pakistan, “No person attending any
educational institution shall be required to receive religious instruction, or take part
in any religious ceremony, or attend religious worship, if such instruction, ceremony
or worship relates to a religion other than his own.”
Subjects such as Islamic Studies were not compulsory in Pakistan until 1975. Later, it
was declared compulsory, which resulted in a large number of non-Muslim students
being forced to study Islamic Studies; even today. It is also ineffective and illogical to
introduce the elective subject, "Ethics", for non-Muslim students on the following
grounds:
· Non-Muslim students opt for Islamic Studies in order to avoid religious
prejudice.
· Non-Muslim students live under constant threat of blasphemy charges.
· The textbooks on ethics are taught and dictated with Islamic perspectives.
· Students belonging to the minority communities face prejudice because of the
elective subject, Ethics. Moreover, the textbooks on ethics are not available in
markets and there is no teaching faculty in the schools for these subjects.
· Ethics is not a part of the religious education of minority students.
Debate on Extra Marks and accolades

The PML-N (Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz) government formed a policy in 1992,
where every Haﬁz-e Quran (individuals who memorize the Holy Book) will be given
10 to 20 extra points during admission in formal or technical educational institutions.
Moreover, they will also have an upper hand with 5 to 10 extra marks while being
recruited in government jobs. Despite generalization that every Muslim candidate can
beneﬁt from this opportunity, such a policy does highlight sheer discrimination
against non-Muslims, for their inability to avail this opportunity.
On October 2008, the Christian Member of Punjab Assembly, Khalil Tahir Sindhu
moved an adjournment motion to draw attention of the House to the issue of granting
20 extra points to 'Haﬁz-e Qurans' in the province. He demanded that a similar policy
should be formulated for non-Muslim students to avail some opportunity depending
on their religious knowledge.
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From Punjab Assembly Secretariat to Ministry of Education, when letter reached
Archbishop John Saldanha, he responded to it on time and in a positive and
commendable manner. He demanded that Christian religious education and
sacrament should be considered equivalent to that of a Haﬁz-e Quran. On these
grounds, Christian students should be given extra points as well. Moreover, Churches
should also be empowered to issue certiﬁcates in this regard. He maintained that other
minorities, such as Hindus and Sikhs, should also address Punjab government in this
connection.
Unfortunately, no progress was made at the practical level despite four years of
correspondence. Individuals such as Haroon Arif, a Christian student from Dera
Ismael Khan, came to the fore, where he could not secure admission into the MBBS
program in November 2011, despite achieving distinction marks, due to this
impediment. He had presented a three-year certiﬁcate from Bible School before
Lahore High Court and demanded extra points. This Christian boy lost merit with
three marks only, while dozens of other students were given 20 extra points based on
being Haﬁz-e-Quran.
On 3 January 2012, Lahore High Court ordered University of Health Sciences and
Ministry of Health to take a decision to resolve the matter concerning the petitioner,
within a month. Seeing no response from the University of Health Sciences and
Ministry of Health, Haroon Arif decided to invoke the court again. However, he was
not served with justice. Such incidents contradict Constitution's guarantee of equal
rights to every citizen in Pakistan, regardless of religious afﬁliation.
Similar to Haroon Arif, were other minority students who were unable to get their
desired education despite being on merit. In 2011, Sagar Ludhianvi, a Hindu student,
was not allowed to take an MBBS entry test at a Medical College, Karachi because he
did not study Islamic Studies at the primary level.
Education and Religion in South Asia

Religious education is not mandatory in the national curriculum of Nepal,
Bangladesh, and India. Due to the provincial autonomy, some Indian states offer
religious education as an elective subject. Since, education has traditionally been a
part of Buddhism in Bhutan, there is the visible inﬂuence of Buddhism in the
government education system in that country. Yet, there is no propaganda or biased
material against other religions that are enshrined in textbooks or the curriculum.
Even in Sri Lanka, a predominantly Buddhist country, there is an open choice for
students as to whether they want to resort for religious education or not. Thus, students
can opt for any religion as a subject out of four basic electives; Hinduism, Buddhism,
Islam and Christianity. In the region, it is only, Afghanistan and Pakistan, where
Islamic Studies are considered compulsory while no other religion is included in the
curriculum. It comes to no one's surprise, that Pakistan is one of the lowest ranked
countries in South Asia when it comes to religious tolerance and religious freedom.
3
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India and Pakistan: History and National Interests

Renowned Pakistani historian Dr. Mubarak Ali in his book
"History and Textbooks" writes; "Before the partition of Subcontinent, Indian
historians were writing a history of a nation that included both Hindus and Muslims.
That particular history emphasized that Hindus and Muslims have created a mutual
culture. Both the nations are tied to this relationship. However, the situation changed
after 1947. India turned into a secular state while Pakistan became an ideological
state. Different ideologies of both countries affected history." The books were written
according to narratives consistent with "Hinduism" and the "ideology of Pakistan", in
which, historical accounts were twisted and prejudice and hatred were infused.
Indo-Pak history is fraught with unpleasant incidents. The textbooks in different
Indian states were hence, taught with a sectarian approach aimed at demonizing
Pakistan. This tendency was strengthened when the BJP (Bharatiya Janata Party) a
right wing party espousing the ideology of 'Hindutva' came to power in India. The
BJP-led government has dictated history in educational as well as research
institutions, according to its ideologies, which are puritanical in nature. .
In October 1999, 'Communalism Combat', a magazine published in Mumbai, in its
52th issue, reviewed the history textbooks taught in Gujarat and Maharashtra, and
concluded that due to the sectarian-based approach in history textbooks, the new
Hindu generation was becoming narrow-minded, extremist and sectarian in their
disposition. Renowned historian Bisham barnath Panday, who passed away in 1998,
was among those who have raised their voice in India. He struggled hard to dig out the
facts from history. For example, it was claimed in the textbooks of Anglo-Bengali
College in Allahabad that "three thousand Brahmans committed suicide when Tipu
Sultan forced them to become Muslims." After reading this, Dr. Panday had his
reservations. Thus, after continuous research and insight; Dr. Panday managed to
dispel the prevalent notions and believed it to be false. Moreover, he forwarded his
research and the correspondence made to different people and institutions during this
study, to the Calcutta University. The university immediately issued a notice to
exclude that book from curriculum. However, in 1972, Dr. Panday was shocked that
the same story (Brahmans' suicide) continued to be taught in the schools of Uttar
Pradesh.
Instead of analyzing the Hindu-Muslim relationships from historical, social and
cultural perspectives, Pakistani textbooks view each aspect with similar prejudicial
and sectarian approach. The Islamic scholars of major religious parties in India had
opposed the Pakistan Movement, which means that it is erroneous to claim that all
Muslims of the subcontinent wanted a separate Islamic state. However, our textbooks
discuss a very functional role of Islamic scholars in this movement and create an
environment of the Hindu-enmity, in which, Hindus are demonic and worthy of being
loathed. Dr. Mubarak Ali
"The current situation is such that the history of India and Pakistan is being twisted for
religious and political objectives. If we analyze the textbooks of both countries, we
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will realize that both the countries manipulated history in their textbooks to
strengthen one another's viewpoint. For example, if it is said that India is a country
only for Hindus and the followers of all other religions are foreigners, thus, they have
no right to live in this land; this hypothesis approves the two-nation theory. And it will
provide a rationale for the separation of Muslims and partition of the Sub-continent.
According to this viewpoint, Muslim rulers and their regime prove to be an oppressive
one, and it will also deny Muslims' part in the growth of Sub-continent's culture.
Likewise, when Pakistani textbooks prove the invaders as the protectors of Islam,
their imperialism and political wars are interpreted as jihad; it will present the image
of Islam as the one ﬁlled with wars and massacres. It will present Muslims as a jihadist
and warrior. When such victories are taught as a source of pride for Muslims, then
Hindus, in order to overcome the feeling of defeat, also highlight those warriors who
combated Muslims. This is the reason why Shivaji and Rana Pratab Maqbool emerged
as famous heroes. If ''difference'' is highlighted in the history and only the conﬂicts are
discussed, then it leads to hatred and enmity. It results in sectarian riots and wars."
As a matter of fact, extremism in India and Pakistan is more of a chain process.
However, the challenges Pakistan is facing in terms of extremism and intolerance are
by no means comparable to that of India even today. In the 21st century, the dynamics
of the bilateral relations between both South Asian archrivals and on ground defense
realities have changed considerably. Both India and Pakistan will have to bring
reformations in its curriculum and textbooks in order to ensure peace and tranquility
in the region. As for Pakistan, the need to bring educational reformations can be
equated with the survival of the country. Pre conditioning the review and
improvement in the curriculum with the educational reforms in India. It is necessary
that Pakistan take a step towards its survival and prosperity of its coming generations,
and for ensuring internal peace.
The Vicious Cycle of Education Reforms and Contradictions
On 27 March 2013, few days before the caretaker government the 2013 elections in
the country, a senior journalist from the renowned print and electronic media house'
'Jang Group', (which is running a commendable education campaign entitled "Zara
Sochiye" (Think about it); wrote an article which was highlighted on the front page of
the newspaper and used exaggeration regarding religious chapters eradicated from
textbook of Urdu of class 8th Punjab Curriculum &Textbook Board to an extent that
could have sparked political turmoil.
The next morning, Chief Minister of Punjab Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif took notice
of the issue and ordered to undo changes made in textbook. He said that the matter
should be probed into and concerned ofﬁcials should be penalized for taking such an
awkward step. When concerned ofﬁcials were contacted, they said that amendments
were made according to 2006 curriculum recommendations and only chapters of the
textbooks were shufﬂed for different grades, while no substantial changes were
brought in. The same textbook, however, is being taught and students continue to
follow the same patterns.
In the light of this, it can be deduced that the Chief Minister took a politically
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motivated decision to beef up his control to prevent protests, which could have taken
place because of wrong interpretation of the journalist. However, basic question
remains, as to who will form the education policy in Pakistan. Would they be
politicians, journalists, or the protestors themselves? In addition, question that arises
is, if anyone will let the experts in the education department take up responsibilities
for policy formation or will it be prone to governmental speculations or some formal
standards of wisdom.
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National and International Laws

No other belief, but teaching Islam, is
the part of education policy. Other
religions are discussed in an insulting
or prejudiced manner (Educationists,
intellectuals, and civil society have
repeatedly pointed out the lessons that
contain elements of religious
discrimination, hatred, or distortion of
history Such objections have been
ignored once and for all. Thus, biased
content and religious discrimination
are still a part of textbooks).

The Constitution of Pakistan: Article
20
Freedom to profess religion and to
manage religious institutions.
Subject to law, public order and
morality:Ă śōśŉŦ ľ╜Ċ╜ūś■ ℓ╙Ă▄▄╙Ăōś Ċ╙ś ŉ╜┼╙ĊĊ◘
profess, practice and propagate his
religion; and
Ľ śōśŉŦ ŉś▄╜┼╜◘ĵ ℓ ŕ ś■◘▓╜■ĂĊ╜◘■ Ă■ŕ
every sect thereof shall have the
right to establish, maintain and
manage its religious institution1
Ü5 I wArticle 26 (2 and 3)
(2) Education shall be directed to the
full development of the human
personality and to the strengthening of
respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms. It shall promote
understanding, tolerance and friendship
among all nations, racial or religious
groups, and shall further the activities
of the United Nations for the
maintenance of peace.

1

http://www.pakistani.org/pakistan/constitution/part2.ch1.html
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(3) Parents have a prior right to choose
the kind of education that shall be
given to their children.و
Convention on the Rights of the
Child: Article 29
(d) The preparation of the child for
responsible life in a free society, in the
spirit of understanding, peace,
tolerance, equality of sexes, and
friendship among all peoples, ethnic,
national and religious groups and
persons of indigenous origin;2
Declaration on the Elimination of All
Forms of Intolerance and of
Discrimination Based on Religion or
Belief, 1981: Article 1(1)
Everyone shall have the right to
freedom of thought, conscience and
religion. This right shall include
freedom to have a religion or whatever
belief of his choice, and freedom,
3
individually or in community with
others and in public or private, to
manifest his religion or belief in
worship, observance, practice and
teaching.

1

http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/
http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx
3
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/36/a36r055.htm
2
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Since 1992, Haffaz-e-Quran (plural of
Hafiz-e Quran; a person who learns the
Holy Quran by heart) are entitled with
10 to 20 extra marks during
recruitment in Public Service
Commission, government jobs or in
technical educational institutions. Such
an opportunity or policy does not exist
for minority students.

The Constitution of Pakistan: Article
25(1)
All citizens are equal before law and
are entitled to equal protection of law.
Declaration on the Elimination of All
Forms of Intolerance and of
Discrimination Based on Religion or
Belief, 1981:Artilce 2(1)
No one shall be subject to
discrimination by any State, institution,
group of persons, or person on grounds
of religion or other beliefs.1

1

http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/36/a36r055.htm
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Islamic Studies is taught as a
compulsory subject in schools,
colleges and universities while nonMuslim students are given alternative
subject, Ethics. Still, non-Muslim
students opt for Islamic Studies
because of technical difficulties
regarding subject (Ethics) and to avoid
religious discrimination. In 2009,
Nazra (recitation of the Holy Quran)
has also been introduced. There is no
alternative of this subject for nonMuslim students.
Besides Islamic Studies, there are 10 to
40 percent religious content in other
subjects, such as Social Studies and
Linguistics that the minority students
have to study.

The Constitution of Pakistan:
Article 22 Safeguards as to
educational institutions in respect of
religion, etc.
(2) In respect of any religious
institution, there shall be no
discrimination against any
community in the granting of
exemption or concession in relation
to taxation.
(3) Subject to law:
(a) no religious community or
denomination shall be
prevented from providing
religious instruction for pupils
of that community or
denomination in any
educational institution
maintained wholly by that
community or denomination;
and
(b) No citizen shall be denied
admission to any educational
institution receiving aid from
public revenues on the ground
only of race, religion, caste or
place of birth.
(4) Nothing in this Article shall
prevent any public authority from
making provision for the
advancement of any socially or
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Declaration on the Rights of Persons
Belonging to National or Ethnic,
Religious and Linguistic Minorities,
1992:Article 4 and 5 :
4(1) States shall take measures where
required, to ensure that persons
belonging to minorities may exercise
fully and effectively all their human
rights and fundamental freedoms
without any discrimination and in full
equality before the law.
Declaration on the Elimination of All
Forms of Intolerance and of
Discrimination Based on Religion or
Belief, 1981
To put an end to all kinds of
discrimination on grounds of religion
or belief. (Guarantees religious freedom
in all walks of life. Moreover, the state
shall take appropriate steps to eliminate
discrimination and prejudice against
religious beliefs).1
Convention on the Rights of the
Child, 1989: Article 14(1)
States Parties shall respect the right of
the child to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion.2
The Constitution of Pakistan: Article
22(1)
1

http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/36/a36r055.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx

2
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b ◘ ♫śŉℓ◘■ ĂĊĊś■ŕ ╜■┼ Ă■Ŧ śŕ ĵ ľĂĊ╜◘■Ă▄
institution shall be required to receive
religious instruction, or take part in
any religious ceremony, or attend
religious worship, if such instruction,
ceremony or worship relates to a
religion other than his own.1
L■Ċśŉ■ĂĊ╜◘■Ă▄/ ◘ōś■Ă■Ċ◘■ 9 ľ◘■◘▓╜ľ
Social and Cultural Rights: Article
13(1)
The States Parties to the present
Covenant recognize the right of
everyone to education. They agree that
education shall be directed to the full
development of the human personality
and the sense of its dignity, and shall
strengthen the respect for human rights
and fundamental freedoms. They
further agree that education shall
enable all persons to participate
effectively in a free society, promote
understanding, tolerance and friendship
among all nations and all racial, ethnic
or religious groups, and further the
activities of the United Nations for the
maintenance of peace.
Article 13(3)
The States Parties to the present
Covenant undertake to have respect for
the liberty of parents and, when

1

http://www.pakistani.org/pakistan/constitution/part2.ch1.html

21

applicable, legal guardians to choose
for their children schools, other than
those established by the public
authorities, which conform to such
minimum educational standards as may
be laid down or approved by the State
and to ensure the religious and moral
education of their children in
conformity with their own convictions
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A Review of Textbooks
In comparison with the previously published content analysis by NCJP, it is seen that
textbooks of academic year 2011-13 has an increase biased material in Sindh and
Punjab province. However, in the province of KPK no change was identiﬁed.
Balochistan textbook board has enough capacity to form their own curriculum as it is
using the same curriculum used under Punjab government. In this recent research of
2014-15, our research team improvised a new research methodology covering
quantitative and qualitative sides equally.
Research analysis shows that textbooks contain a large quantity of biased material as
highlighted in this content analysis. The extent of the research does not include any
material that is religious in it context nor has any reference with religion. Such
material could lead the society towards a conservative and aggressive approach hence
affecting peace promotion in the world. The presence of biased material due to weak
write-ups by private publishers, negligence on part of education ministry or inﬂuence
of extremist forces is promoting hatred towards other religions and promoting
interstate instability. The distortion of history can be traced in many sentences and
lessons in textbooks. This misrepresentation of history has been highlighted in our
research.
There have been no changes and biased material still exists in textbooks, however,
provincial authorities are planning and designing some new materials after facing
hard times, following the attack on the Army Public school in Peshawar. Sindh
government has announced to include some chapters, which can be a source to
promote coexistence and could develop critical thinking in students. The Sindh
Textbook Board has decided to portray Abdul Sattar Edhi, MalalaYousufzai and Arfa
Abdul Kareem as national heroes in its textbooks for grade I to VI and also remove
“non-democratic heroes” from textbooks.
According to textbook board, Technical Affairs Director, Yousuf Sheikh, the text that
has been removed had been systematically included to 'glorify' regimes of former
dictators General Mohammed Zia-ul-Haq and General Pervez Musharraf. A chapter
on Abdul Sattar Edhi has been introduced in general knowledge book for grade three,
while chapters on MalalaYousufzai and Arfa Kareem have been added in the social
studies book for class four. Meanwhile, chapters on Benazir Bhutto and Zulﬁkar Ali
Bhutto are going to be a part of grades V and VI, respectively. Sindh Education
Department's Special Secretary, Syed Zakir Ali Shah, who holds an additional charge
for the textbook board, conﬁrmed the revisions of textbooks. The removal of nondemocratic heroes was undertaken as per democratic government's policy that was
reiterated by former Education Minister Pir Mazhar-ul-Haq and Nisar Khorro.
The Sindh government also decided to include Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah's August 11, 1947, speech in the school curriculum from classes VIII to X. The
Minister of Education, Mr. Nisar Khorro said, “Pakistan is not religious state. We want
to bring drastic changes in Pakistan Studies and Islamiat along with other subjects.
In Punjab, a writer of Pakistan Studies book, grade X (Punjab Curriculum and
Textbook Board) appraised the Dictator General Zia-ul-Haq and Jihad in Afghanistan.
However, he has also added a note on the speech of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali

23

Jinnah. In the very book on page, 137-139 the PCTB mentioned the role of religious
minorities' heroes in progressof Pakistan.
An addition to promote coexistence and harmony among religions, the board added
about the Christmas, Deepawli and Dusehra festivals in class VIII book of Urdu
language. The above-mentioned inclusion is taking place but PCTB has not done
anything yet to eradicate the biased material from the textbooks.
No change has been recorded in the textbooks of Balochistan of academic year 201415. Although the Chief Minister , Balochistan in his budget speech in 2013 announced
to review the curriculum as well as to remove the biases and biased material from the
textbooks. Despite meetings and several engagements in the province, the
government has failed reforming syllabus. Therefore, in this research study material is
same as in the previous academic year of 2013-14.
The devastating situation in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is disrupting education sector.
Objectionable material according to Jamat Islami (JI) is picture of minor girls without
dupatta (scarf) and wearing skirt, Christmas cake, cross symbol on an ambulance
instead of crescent and the mention of good morning instead of Assalamu alaikum.
According to them an essay on “International Parents Day” is against the teaching of
Islam also against local norms and traditions KPK.
In a thinly veiled warning to Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), its coalition partner
Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) hinted it would stop supporting PTI if changes made in textbooks
by previous government of Awami National Party are not reversed.
JI Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Ameer (Chief) Professor Mohammad Ibrahim said that his
party had signed a deal with PTI to undo the changes made in academic textbooks by
the previous coalition government of Awami National Party and Pakistan People's
Party. He further added, 'If the provincial government meets its promise, JI will
continue to support it, but if it is hesitant, then our party will be independent to decide
its future course of action.' A minister in the current government said, 'We just want
Islamic chapters removed during the previous government's tenure to be restored and
all secular, un-Islamic chapters to be removed.'
The previous government led by Awami National Party (ANP) had made changes in
the academic curriculum in 2006 by adding chapters on peace. Material on jihad was
deleted from the Islamiyat textbook for grade nine and added to the syllabus for grade
XI.
Chapters on non-violent personalities like Bacha Khan and Ghani Khan were also
added. Now PTI-led government has decided to develop a new syllabus that will
reﬂect its version of Islamic ideology and the culture of Pakistan. The revised syllabus
would be introduced in the next academic year.
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Åiased Material in Textbooks of Academic year 2014-2015 (Sindh)
Class: 8
Subject: Urdu
Traders, Karachi
Chapter

Publisher:

Insaaf

Education

Page Line Content

Maulana 46
Shibli
Naumani

7-9

It was established under true historical facts that
allegations leveled on Aurangzeb in the book
“Aurangzeb Alamgir” of being prejudiced to Hindus
imposed by the narrow-minded Hindus and wicked
Englishmen were false.
ÅĹÏ ÓĮ İ Material in Textbooks of Academic year 2014-2015 (Punjab)
# ¨°≥≥Ỳ
Subject: Social Studies
Publisher: Gohar Publishers Urdu
Bazar, Lahore
Chapter Page Line Content
Culture 100

5-8

In religious institutions, children are trained in writings
on national articles for the continuity of culture;
moreover, memorized religious and cultural values.
Religion plays an important role in developing national
harmony. If population belongs to same religion, not only
solidarity is increased but national unity is developed as
well. Majority religion in Pakistan is Islam. That is why
Pakistan is united and it immensely contains national
unity.

Class: 6
Subject: Islamic Studies
Bazar, Lahore
Chapter

Publisher: Urdu Book Stall, Urdu

Page Line Content

Hajj and its 25
Importance

6-8

A person who does not perform Hajj, despite the fact
that he/she can afford it, is not different from being a
Jew or a Christian when he/she will die.

Class: 6
Subject: History
Publisher: Kitabistan Publishing
Company, 38 Urdu Bazar, Lahore
Chapter

Page Line Content

Muslims in 54
South Asia

Class: 8
Lahore
Chapter

Population of the Sultanate of Delhi consists of the
Hindu majority and they envisaged Muslims as
strangers. They had no sympathy and interests in
the rule of Muslim leaders. Hindu land lords made
excuses in paying the levy and sometimes they
resorted to rebellion.

Subject: Islamic Studies

Publisher: Punjab Textbook Board,

Page Line Content

Hajj
a 10
Universal
Phenomenon
Honesty
Trade

6-8

in 43

4-5

If a person who is not ill or is in not in need or does
not have a tyrant ruler, and yet they do not perform
Hajj (pilgrimage), it is not different from being a
Jew or Christian when he dies.
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Honesty for non-Muslims in their business is just a
policy but for Muslims the integrity in business is an
issue of our faith.
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Jihad

48

21

50

Sources 55
of Virtue

A person who gives his life in the name of Allah while
doing Jihad is known as martyr.
(Questions)

10

A person who dies in Jihad is called……….

12

Jihad will continue till ………

13

It is not allowed to call a martyr ……..

912

In the midst of the all, no one seemed to know what was
happening. Soldiers of the Roman governor were not
interested in this issue. In this situation, some people had
assumed a man to be Jesus and took him to be hanged. At
the same moment, God took Jesus up to heaven.

Class: 9/10
Subject: Islamic Studies (Compulsory) Publisher: Punjab
Textbook Board, Lahore
Chapter

Page Line Content

80
Rights
and
Human
Relations

7-10 They (women) should not do any unethical work. If she
does so, then God has given you (man)the authority to
punish them. Do not keep any physical relations with
them and if even then they do not listen you are allowed
to physically hit them . In the matters concerning a
woman, think and act freely as they are bound to obey
you.
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Class: 9
Subject: Pakistan Studies
Bazar, Lahore
Chapter

Publisher: G-F-H Publishers, Urdu

Page Line Content
3

1114

Pakistan is an ideological country that was based on
the philosophy of life. This philosophy is Islamic
view of life. Basis of Pakistan is religion “Islam”
and imposed for centuries on this land.

3

1518

4

7-8

10

1-2

Islam and Muslim independent identity were
damaged with the imposition of Britisher rule. In
Non-Muslims’ rule, Muslims were desperate and
underprivileged. When Britisher rule in SubContinent was about to end, it was clear that Hindu
majority would rule and Muslims would have to face
perpetual slavery of the Hindus after getting rid of
the temporary slavery of the Britisher.
The Muslims of Sub-Continent achieved a sovereign
country with the purpose of fulfilling the finality and
absolute power of Allah.
Muslims could not bear that their religious, political
and social rights were taken.

The
basic
ideology of
Pakistan

1619

14

3-4

Hindu and Muslim belong to two different religions
based on different sets of beliefs and ideology.
Heroes, epics and events of both nations are
different from each other. Therefore, uniting both
nations is the destruction of Sub-Continent, as they
are represented as the majority and minority but not
as equals.
The western economic system has created severe
problems for humanity and they have failed to
provide justice among people.

28

20

1518

21

1-6

-

1719

22

9-11 Hindu leaders started expressing their opinion
against the resolution (about demand for Pakistan),
ridiculed the resolution. Gandhi and Hindus
specifically opposed and rejected the resolution
absolutely and Hindu press made fun of this stating
it as “Pakistan Resolution”.
10
Hindus will again begin the cruelty and ill-treatment.

Creation of
Pakistan

37

Hinduism was persistent to absorb Islam in itself as
it had done with other systems (of belief). If Subcontinent was freed as united, then the latest
democratic system (government of the majority),
would have been a persistent government of Hindus.
Getting rid of Hindu dominance was imperative and
it was only possible with the partition of subcontinent.
During the Britisher rule, Muslims were being killed
in sectarian riots. Muslims were given inferior
status. The systems of caste, color, creed and
untouchable exists in Hindu society and Muslims
could not spend a dignified life in that society.
Hindus were not ready to grant equal social status to
Muslims. In the second half of 19th century and 20th
century, Hindus continued efforts to demolish
language, culture and civilization of Muslims. It was
clear that if India achieved independence as a united
country, then culture, civilization and language of
Muslims would have been under continuous threat.
Muslims wanted to create a nation in the name of
Islam.
Muslims are a separate nation because they have
different customs, traditions and cultures; moreover,
their religion is very different. If Sub-continent
achieved independence as united (country), the
rights of Muslims could not be protected.

29

101

4

The rule is entrusted by Allah to Muslims.

106

1

The president will mandatorily be a Muslim.

114

4-6

The creation of Pakistan was against will of Hindus;
therefore, they never accepted Pakistan in their
Creation of
hearts; the astonishing progress and stability of
Pakistan- I
Pakistan irked them. Thus, they used aggressive
activities to destroy Pakistan.
117 11
Pakistan got aware of America and Europe’s double
standards.
123 13
Islamic ideology will be followed and it will be
mandatory to be Muslim for qualifying as the
President.
125 2The civil war was at large and India totally favored
4,5 the Awami League. India was sending their thugs to
East Pakistan that collaborated with the MuktiBahini
(freedom fighters) and started the killings of
Pakistani forces and common people.
Class: 10
Subject: Pakistan Studies
Publisher: G-F-H Publishers,
Urdu Bazar, Lahore
Chapter Page Line Content
History 12
of
Pakistan
II

1011

Islamic studies and Pakistan studies were obligatory as
compulsory subject till B.A. (Bachelors of Arts) in all the
educational institutions of Pakistan. This step was taken
to integrate the education system with Islam.

-

1213

Afternoon prayer was arranged at schools, colleges and
government offices. Namaz (Prayer) committees were
formed to bring people towards prayers.

28

1415

Pervaiz Musharaf also tried to bring liberalism to his
country. However, Pakistani Ulema made it to fail.

30

Class 7
Subject: History
Urdu Bazar, Lahore

Publisher: Al-Faisal Ghazni Street,

Chapter Page Line Content
Mughal
Empire
and

Class 7
Lahore

108

1415

During these days, Punjab and NWFP (NWFP) were
ruled by Sikhs. Muslims were miserable under their rule.
Syed Ahmad Shaheed’s had decided to wage jihad
against the Sikhs.

113

8-9

Hindu had to pay less damage but it has devastated the
whole system for Muslim. Due to which Muslim
community reacted to the situation.

Subject: Urdu

Publisher: Urdu Book Stall, Urdu Bazar

Chapter

Page

Line Content

Pakistan
Defense
Day

106107

11,
1-4

Our neighboring country, India attacked us in
darkness of night. It is a rule to declare war before
attempting an attack; however, India wickedly made a
hidden attack and violated warfare laws. They thought
that Pakistan is asleep (ignorant) and they can
accomplish their immoral plans.
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Class: 9
Subject: Pakistan Studies
Bazar, Lahore

Publisher: G.F. H. Publishers Urdu

Chapter Page Line Content
History 126
of
Pakistan
(Part 1)

127

5-8

Hindu teachers were in majority in the Schools and
Colleges because unfortunately Bengali Muslims were
backward in education as compared to Hindus. These
teachers exaggerated the feelings of Bengalis (for
creating separate land and identity) They convinced
them (new generation) to rebel against the ideology of
Pakistan that paved a way for the separation from west
Pakistan.

9-12 Six-point formula of Mujeeb-ul-Rehman proved fatal in
separation of East Pakistan. He said to economically
crippled people that you could not prosper unless you get
free from the slavery of West Pakistan. He flourished in
the self-structured tactic of achieving provincial
sovereignty.
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ÅĹÏ ÓĮ İ Material in Textbooks of Academic year 2014-2015 (Balochistan)
# ¨°≥≥Ỳ
Subject: Social Studies Code: SS-VIII/UM/321 Serial Number:
0603/2013
Chapter

The
Ideology
of
Pakistan

Class: 10
Chapter
Basic
Ideology
of
Pakistan

Page Line Content
103 2
In united India, Islam and national identity of
Muslims was under continuous threat due to Hindu
dominance.
6-8 Sir Syed Ahmed Khan was the first one to present
two-nation theory due to the attitude of Hindus,
105 14- The influence of Christian pastors had increased
19
immensely and they were openly preaching their
religion aided by their ruler. They freely organized
gatherings in the cities and villages, described the
qualities of Christianity and degraded other
religions.
Government officers encouraged the priests and
participated in their meeting and people starting
visualizing Britisher government as a Christian
government.
Subject: Pakistan Studies
Notification Number: PS-X/330
Page
7

Line
10-13

Content
In united India, Hindu-Muslim riots took place
during religious festivals because every group
was very emotional about this. Especially, at
Eid al-Azha (festival of the sacrifice) Muslims
had to face the wrath of Hindus when they
(Muslims) slaughtered cows. You may know,
Hindus call cow as “Gaumata” meaning
mother and they consider it a sin to kill a cow.
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9

12-13

10

17-18

In fact, Islam and Hinduism are not only two
different religions but indeed are two different
social systems. Therefore, the wish to foresee
formation of Hindu-Muslim as a united nation
should be called a dream.
He (Quaid-e-Azam) realizing the conspiracies of
Hindu and Englishmen; finally succeeded in
achieving a separate nation.
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Recommendations
It is highly important to use textbooks as a source to make Pakistan a peaceful and
enlightened society. Thus, National Commission for Justice and Peace appeals for the
implementation on following recommendations regarding education, standardized
curriculum and textbooks, and education policy as whole:
1. The curriculum should comply with requirements of International Human
Rights. Thus, the objective of education policy should be the formation of a
tolerant and respectful society for other religions.
2. Religious education should be responsibility of parents and religious
institutions. However, if majority students are entitled to receive religious
education at school, then all other students should be able to avail this
opportunity regardless of their religion or sect. Therefore, while implementing
the Article 20 and 22 of the Constitution of Pakistan; it should be ensured that
instead of alternative Ethics, religious education of minority students, that are
nearly 0.8 to 1 million, is a part of curriculum.
3. The elements of prejudice and biased material on grounds of religion, sect or
gender should be eliminated from curriculum. All religions should be treated
equally. Moreover, an impartial approach should be used to allude or compare
any religion in the lessons.
4. A complete restraint should be observed in teaching prejudiced history to
children or all views should be stated impartially so that students could build up
rationale opinions and have a correct awareness about history.
5. Religious lessons should only be taught in religious subjects.
6. The role of minorities in creation of Pakistan should be mentioned. Moreover,
services of minorities in national development should be added to the textbooks.
7. Extra marks on the grounds of religious qualiﬁcation, for instance Haﬁz-e
Quran, should not serve as discrimination to others. Thus, it is highly important
to be either declared invalid or some other standards of religious knowledge
should be set for minority students so they can also avail such opportunities.
8. In regard with the fact that Pakistan has signed UN 'Convention on the Rights of
the Child (CRC)' and SDG for inclusive and equitable quality education, the
federal and provincial governments should take steps to provide resources in
schools, train the teachers; eliminate all kinds of prejudice from educational
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institutions, provide ﬁnancial and technical resources to uplift standards of
education and give priority to education department.
9. The government of Pakistan must abide the recommendation no.2 of 19th June
judgment for the protection of rights of religious minorities to promote peace
and tolerance in society.
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